
Heritage Elementary School

School Community Council

Minutes

Wednesday, November 10, 2021

In attendance: Lance Robins, Scott Darnell, Andrea Linton, Ysabel Segovia, Kendall

Welker, Melisa Richardson, Gentri Fairbourn, Guests: Jamie Cooper, Angela Sorensen,

Kandyce Barber, Bonnie Bickers

1. Welcome to Heritage Elementary School Community Council.

2. Review SCC Minutes from last month (October).

3. Approve last meeting’s minutes from October.

Motion to approve 1
st

Scott Darnell

Motion to approve 2
nd

Kendall Welker

4. COVID-19 update from the school and district.

a. COVID-19 cases are getting a little better, but it is still there.

5. Safe School Information Angela Sorenson

a. “Safe Routes to School” information is available on the school website. It

shows stop signs, and crosswalks with crossing guards. Green lines show the

best way to get to school, but we are growing so much and things change, so

these are just suggestions.

b. Crosswalk information is important for students to get across 3200 South

safely. Students should only be crossing 3200 South at the crosswalks. The

only spot on 3200 South that is 20 mph is at the crosswalks. It is 35 mph in

front of the school. We are working with Nibley City to get a crosswalk in

front of the school to change this. We need a sidewalk there in order to do

that, so Nibley City is working on a grant to do so. We hope that a crosswalk

will be available in the next couple of years, which will also make it easier to

turn left onto 3200 South from the school.

6. Reading Counts Information Kandyce Barber.

a. We have restructured Reading Counts assemblies so that there are not as

many meetings (for COVID-19 reasons, and to not disrupt learning as much).

We are holding two assemblies each time to reduce the number of students

at each assembly. There are less reminders for the students because of

these changes, so it might be harder for students to remember to work on

it.

b. The assemblies and cutoff dates this year are as follows:

i. First Assembly:

1. Cutoff: 10/28

2. Celebration: 11/5

3. Group Celebration: Crazy Sock Day

ii. Second Assembly:



1. Cutoff: 1/20

2. Celebration: 1/28

3. Group Celebration: Pajama Day

iii. Third Assembly:

1. Cutoff: 3/17

2. Celebration: 3/25

3. Group Celebration: Hat Day

iv. Fourth Assembly:

1. Cutoff: 5/18

2. Celebration: 5/27

3. Group Celebration: Picnic Day

c. Cutoff dates are usually on the Thursday before the assembly, but May’s

cutoff date is on the Wednesday before the assembly. Celebrations are held

in the gym on Friday afternoons. Group celebrations are held on celebration

days if students reach a group goal of 12,000 points.

d. Certificates follow the Iditarod and represent perseverance. Awards are

given as follows:

i. 20 points: Pup

ii. 50 points: Team Dog

iii. 100 points: Swing Dog

iv. 250 points: Lead Dog

v. 500 points: Iditarod Champion

vi. 1000 points: Hot Dog

vii. 2000 points: Lone Wolf

e. Reading Counts is meant to motivate and help students to work as a

community towards a common goal. Teachers make a difference in student

participation. First grade teachers have been doing a great job of getting

kids started on it.

f. Reading is a priority for Principal Robins, along with writing, critical thinking,

and math. It is important to him that reading is fun. He realizes that

Reading Counts is not for everyone, but for some students, it is the reason

they get hooked on reading, which is a great thing.

g. By the end of the year 90 percent of the school is usually participating.

h. First grade has over 1,000 points, second has over 2,000, third and fourth

have over 3,000, fifth has over 5,000, and sixth has over 10,000 points.

7. RISE Testing Data from prior year Jamie Cooper.

a. This information is important because it helps us determine which academic

areas that need improvement and helps us set tangible, measurable goals. We

can then use the funding to meet these goals.

b. Our proficiency scores compared to the district proficiency average are as

follows

i. Third Grade Proficiency:

1. ELA: 7% lower than the district proficiency average

2. Math: 13% higher

ii. Fourth Grade Proficiency:

1. ELA: 1% lower than the district average

2. Math: 3% higher



3. Science: 3% lower

iii. Fifth Grade Proficiency:

1. ELA: 2% lower

2. Math: 2% lower

3. Science: 1% higher

iv. Sixth Grade Proficiency:

1. ELA: 11% higher

2. Math: 16% higher

3. Science: 13% higher

c. Kids may not have been as comfortable with the RISE testing system, so

we’ll give them more time to prepare this year. We were close to district

numbers in most areas except for some where we exceeded the district

average by many points.

8. Teacher Survey for needs/wants for the upcoming year.

a. Scott Darnell discussed the survey.

b. There are many stipulations on what the money can be used for.

Discretionary money is limited because most of the money goes towards aide

salaries. We often also have technology needs like keeping devices up to

date.

c. We would like teacher input, so we send out a survey every year around

Thanksgiving.

d. It was suggested that we change some of the wording to include specialists.

e. We ask questions like what resources would be beneficial, and if teachers

would like personal development opportunities and aides.

f. Questions can be left blank.

9. After-school information provided by Bonnie Bickers.

a. We have a $50,000 grant that will last 3 years to support this program.

b. It serves 150 kids.

c. For 2nd through 6th grade, we invite students to the before-school program

so that they can work in small groups to fill knowledge gaps.

d. The after-school program is available to K through 6th grades to help with

homework. Teachers can give students the option if homework isn’t done. It

can be a huge help to busy families.

e. In the past we have supplemented these programs with School Land Trust

Funds, but for now that money can go towards salaries.

10. AAPPL Testing for our 3rd-6th grade DLI Spanish students was done last week.

a. Jamie Cooper gave us a summary. There were technical hiccups with testing

this year, and it was the most problems we have ever had. Most of the issues

were with AAPPL’s demo testing server. The live test went a lot smoother.

Five students were blocked, but the problems were fixed, and there were

not enough problems to affect the testing. However, technical problems can

be stressful for kids, and we want a smoother testing situation in the future.

b. Teachers do a great job on following up on students who have not finished

the test. The teachers seem to be happy with the testing results.



11. School Land Trust spent year to date

a. Total Funds: $100,720

b. Spent: $20,522

c. Left: $80,198 (79.62% left)

d. We’ll see a significant drop at our next meeting after salary payments. We

need to have less than 10% remaining by the end of the year.

12. Other Items

a. Our Amity Aide declined to come this year due to COVID-19 and Visa issues.

b. It is important that we line up housing for Amity Aides. We had no

responses to the housing inquiry email that was sent out this year. The host

does not have to have a student at Heritage. The host must provide

transport (walking, and school/public buses are OK), a bedroom (but a

separate bathroom is not required), and dinner (breakfast and lunch are

provided by the school).

c. Before we apply for aides, we should have housing commitments and backups

because aides make sacrifices to come here, and it is not fair for them to

have housing insecurity. This is a great opportunity for families to learn a

different language and learn about a different culture. These aides are

crucial for the DLI program.

d. It was suggested that we create a page on our website for information about

housing and for testimonials from former hosts.

e. We should start advertising now because we need to make decisions about

this in March and April.

13. Motion to Close this meeting:

a. Motion to close 1
st

Kendall Welker

b. Motion to close 2
nd

Andrea Linton

14. Thank you for attending


