
IGCSE Options booklet



Introduction

Dear Year 9 Students,

As you approach an exciting milestone in your academic journey, it’s time to begin selecting your IGCSE options. At 
Nobel Algarve British International School, we understand how important this decision is, as it lays the foundation 
for your future studies and career paths. Selecting the right subjects can open doors to opportunities, inspire your 
passions, and help you achieve your best potential.

Why Balance Matters
When choosing your IGCSE options, it’s essential to maintain a balanced selection of subjects. This means including 
a mix of disciplines such as sciences, humanities, languages, and creative subjects. A good balance ensures you keep 
your options open for future studies while developing a wide range of skills.

Choose Wisely for Success
Select subjects where you are confident you can achieve your best grades. These are often the subjects you enjoy and 
feel passionate about, as enthusiasm and interest play a significant role in success. Avoid choosing a subject simply 
because your friend is taking it—it’s your journey, and your choices should reflect your strengths and goals.

Seek Advice and Collaborate
You don’t need to make this decision on your own. Talk to your parents, teachers, and even your friends to gain 
different perspectives. Your parents know you well and can provide guidance based on your interests and aspirations. 
Your teachers can help you understand your strengths and the demands of each subject.

Think About Your Future
Your IGCSE choices can influence your career path. For example, studying sciences and mathematics might lead to 
careers in medicine, engineering, or technology, while focusing on the arts or humanities could guide you toward 
creative industries, law, or education. Take some time to consider where your interests lie and how your subject 
choices align with potential careers.

Remember, this is an exciting opportunity to shape your education in a way that reflects your interests and talents. 
Take your time, think carefully, and seek support from those around you.

Ian Temple
Head of School
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“All students are challenged 
to be the best they can be.”



IGCSE Grading



Grading

Depending on which format you 
choose, you will receive grades in either 
grading system. The traditional A* - G 
or the newer 9 – 1. Don’t worry, Sixth 
Forms, universities, and employers 
value them both equally.

Please follow the link below should you 
need further information:

https://ofqual.blog.gov.
uk/2018/03/02/gcse-9-to-1-grades-a-
brief-guide-for-parents/
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Choosing subjects



Choosing subjects

As a starting point, we would suggest students ask themselves the following questions and use the answers to guide 
their thinking…
 
Do I enjoy this subject? 
For example, when sitting down to work in this lesson, or when completing homework at home, you might feel more 
motivated than you do with other subjects. 

Am I doing well in this subject? 
For example, you might find that you consistently get good feedback from your teacher in this subject and have 
consistently achieved good marks. 

What do I want to do after GCSE? 
Does this subject directly, or indirectly feed in to a course at A Level? For example, if you want to study History A Level 
then you will need to have done History iGCSE. This is not the case with everything. For example, if you want to study 
Psychology at A-Level then you don’t need to (and cannot) do Psychology iGCSE. 

Does my preferred way of working fit with the demands of this subject? 
For example, if you like writing essays and are confident drafting and re-drafting pieces of work, then more literacy-
based subjects (such as History) are probably well suited to you. If you like completing practical work and are happy 
planning larger projects, then DT is probably well suited to you. If you like performing then Drama might be a good 
choice for you.

What do I want to study University? Making sure you have a broad range of subjects that feed into lots of A-Levels 
and degree subjects is probably advisable.

University Expectations
Although university requirements vary around the world, there is an overwhelming expectation that students need to 
achieve at least six (i)GCSE’s at Grade C (or grade 4 in the new grading system) or above. This is the case for anyone 
wishing to apply to Portuguese universities. UK universities will also expect students to have achieved at least a 
grade C or above in English, Mathematics and a Science (i)GCSE.
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IGCSE Options
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Can I change my mind?

It may, in special circumstances, be possible to change your mind after consultation with the Key Stage 4 Coordinator but 
this is strongly discouraged. Joining a course late is difficult! It would be much better to spend time now wisely and make an 
informed choice now.

Will I get the subjects I ask for?
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List of subjects and option groups

All pupils will study English Language, Mathematics, Biology and Global Perspectives as part of their core curriculum. 

Students are encouraged to also study a Language (French or Portuguese) and a humanity (history or geography) as part of 
their 4 option subjects.

Whilst we will endeavour to accommodate your combination of subjects, some combinations cannot be met due to 
timetabling constraints. Subjects where demand is very small (less than 5 students) may be withdrawn.  In these cases the 
students affected will be advised and asked to re-opt.
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IGCSE compulsory subjects

IGCSE First Language English
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0500   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-english-first-
language-0500/

Link to course

• Comprehension Questions and how writers achieve effects Question (Extended)
• Extended Response (various writing forms learned: letters, reports, journals, speeches…)
• Summary Writing
• Directed Writing – Discursive or argumentative letters or articles
• Composition Writing – Descriptive and Narrative

Course content:

• Written paper
• 2hrs
• worth 50% of total marks
• External assessment

Extended (for grades A*- E)

• Written paper
• 2hrs
• worth 50% of total marks
• External assessment Paper 1:

Reading 

Paper 2:
Directed 

Writing and 
Composition
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IGCSE compulsory subjects

IGCSE Literature*
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0475   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/english-literature-0475/

Link to course

Poetry and Prose • 1h30m
• 50% of total marks

Drama (Open Text) • 45m
• 25% of total marks

Unseen • 1h15m
• 25% of total marks

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Course Content

The Cambridge International IGCSE Literature course covers the following topics:
• Poetry
• Prose
• Drama

* Please note:
This is a selective subject. Pupils are only entered onto the course according to their ability in accordance with the  
Literature teacher.
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(Specification A)
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IGCSE compulsory subjects

IGCSE Mathematics (Specification A)
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel   Subject Code Number: 4MA1    Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-
mathematics-a-2016.html

Link to course

Course Content

The Edexcel International IGCSE Mathematics course is arranged into four large National Curriculum topic areas:

•  Number 
  Integers, Fractions, Decimals, Powers and Roots, Set Language and Notation, Percentages, Ratio and Proportion, 

Degree of Accuracy, Standard Form. 
• Algebra 
  Algebraic Manipulation, Expressions and Formulae, Linear Equations, Proportion, Simultaneous Equations,  

Quadratic Equations, Inequalities, Sequences, Function Notation, Graphs, Calculus. 
• Geometry 
  Angles, lines and triangles, Polygons, Symmetry, Constructions, Circle Theorems, Trigonometry and Pythagoras ́ 

Theorem, Area and Volume, Similarity, Vectors, Transformations. 
• Statistics 
 Graphical Representation of Data, Statistical Measures and Probability.

• Two written papers
• Each paper is 2 hours

• Each paper out of 100 marks
• Each paper 50% of weighting

Foundation and  
Higher Tier • Externally assessed
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IGCSE compulsory subjects

IGCSE Biology
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0610   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

Course Content

The Cambridge International IGCSE Biology course covers the following topics:

• Characteristics and classification of living organisms 
• Organisation of the organism 
• Movement into and out of cells 
• Biological molecules 
• Enzymes 
• Plant nutrition 
• Human nutrition 
• Transport in plants 
• Transport in animals 
• Diseases and immunity 

• Gas exchange in humans 
• Respiration 
• Excretion in humans 
• Coordination and response 
• Reproduction 
• Inheritance 
• Variation and selection 
• Organisms and their environment 
• Human influences on ecosystems 
• Biotechnology and genetic modification

Extended Groups (for grades A - G) Extended Groups (for grades A - G)

Paper 1

Paper 3

Paper 5

Paper 2

Paper 4

Paper 6

40 multiple
choice
questions

40 multiple
choice
questions

Theory paper
Short and 
structured 
questions

Theory paper
Short and 
structured 
questions

Alternative
to Practical

Alternative
to Practical

45m 45m

1h15m 1h15m

1h 1h

30% of total 
exam grade

30% of total 
exam grade

50% of total 
exam grade

50% of total 
exam grade

20% of total  
exam grade

20% of total  
exam grade

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-biology-0610/

Link to course
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IGCSE compulsory subjects

IGCSE Global Perspectives
Examination Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0457   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-global-perspectives-0457/

Link to course

• 1h25m
• Worth 35% of final grade
• 70 marks

• Worth 30% of final grade
• 60 marks

• Worth 35% of final grade
• 70 marks

Component 1 – Written Examination

Component 2 – Individual Report

Component 3 – Team Project

• Change in culture and  
 communities

• Climate change, energy and  
 resources

• Conflict and peace
•  Development, trade and aid
•  Digital world
•  Education for all Employment
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Course Content

•  Environment, pollution and  
 conservation

•  Globalisation
•  Health and wellbeing
•  Law and criminality
•  Media and communication
•  Migration and urbanisation
•  Political power and action

•  Poverty and inequality
 Social identity and inclusion

•  Sport and recreation
•  Technology, industry and  
 innovation

•  Transport, travel and tourism
•  Values and beliefs
•  Water, food and agriculture

The topics in the list are intentionally broad. Students, with their teachers, choose topics that are most relevant to them. 
Students are not expected to have experience of each topic:



IGCSE Drama
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Drama
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0411   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-drama-0411/

Link to course

Course Content (Course is split in two parts)

Section A:
First is Coursework worth 60% this is performance based followed by 2hour 30 minute exam in Year 11 based on material 
released by Cambridge Section A Exam. Students answer short and extended response questions. This section is worth 30 
marks.

Section B:
Students answer the second extract from a different published play. They complete two extended response questions. 
This section is worth 25 marks and Section C Exam is based on a students devised piece of coursework performance.
This section is worth 25 marks.
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Exam students answer short and extended response questions.  
This section is worth 30 marks.

Exam students answer the second extract from a different published play.  
They complete two extended response questions. This section is worth 25 marks.

Exam is based on a students devised piece of coursework performance.  
This section is worth 25 marks.

Section A:

Section B:

Section C:

Students will work on individual pieces and group pieces to build up their coursework. However, they will be assessed 
individually for each performance.

Course content and assessment
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Business Studies
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0986   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/Images/597113-2023-2025-syllabus.pdf

Link to course

Course Content

The Cambridge IGCSE Business Course covers the following topics:

• Understanding Business Activity
• People in Business
• Marketing
• Operations Management
• Financial Information and Decisions
• External influences on business activity

Paper 1 Short answers and structured questions 1hr30m

Data Response questions based on a case study 1hr30mPaper 2

Options Booklet  ――  Nobel Algarve British International School



IGCSE Chemistry



25

Optional Subjects

IGCSE Chemistry
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0620   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-chemistry-0620/

Link to course

Course Content

The Cambridge IGCSE Chemistry course covers the following topics:

• States of matter
• Atoms, elements and compounds
• Stoichiometry
• Electrochemistry
• Chemical energetics
• Chemical reactions

• Acids, bases and salts
• The Periodic Table
• Metals
• Chemistry of the environment
• Organic chemistry
• Experimental techniques and chemical analysis

Core Groups (for grades C - G) Extended Groups (for grades A*- E)

Paper 1

Paper 3

Paper 5

Paper 2

Paper 4

Paper 6

40 multiple
choice
questions

40 multiple
choice
questions

80 marks 
theory

80 marks 
theory

(Alternative
to Practical) 
40 marks

(Alternative
to Practical) 
40 marks

45m 45m

1h15m 1h15m

1h 1h

30% of total 
exam grade

30% of total 
exam grade

50% of total 
exam grade

50% of total 
exam grade

20% of total  
exam grade

20% of total  
exam grade
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Physics
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0625   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-physics-0625/

Link to course

Course Content

The Cambridge International IGCSE Physics course covers the following topics:

• General Physics
• Thermal Physics
• Property of Waves (including light & sound)
• Electricity & Magnetism
• Atomic Physics

Core Groups (for grades C - G) Extended Groups (for grades A*- E)

Paper 1

Paper 3

Paper 5

Paper 2

Paper 4

Paper 6

40 multiple
choice
questions

40 multiple
choice
questions

80 marks 
theory

80 marks 
theory

(Alternative
to Practical) 
40 marks

(Alternative
to Practical) 
40 marks

45m 45m

1h15m 1h15m

1h 1h

30% of total 
exam grade

30% of total 
exam grade

50% of total 
exam grade

50% of total 
exam grade

20% of total  
exam grade

20% of total  
exam grade
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Physical Education
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0995 (9-1)   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-physical-education-0995/

Link to course

Course Content

Paper 1 (Written theory Exam)

• 1h45m and 50% of final mark
• External Assessment
• Candidates answer questions on each of the four units:

Coursework

Centre-based assessment and external moderation, 50% of final mark
Candidates choose to undertake four practical activities from at least two of the seven categories listed (50% of total marks);
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• Games Activities Association football
• Gymnastic activities
• Dance activities
• Athletic activities
• Outdoor and adventurous activities
• Swimming
• Combat activities



IGCSE History
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE History
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel   Subject Code Number: 4HI1   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-
history-2017.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-

Link to course

Course Content

Paper 1: Two in-depth studies based on the following topics:

• Development of a Dictatorship: Germany, 1918 – 45
• A Divided Union: Civil Rights in the USA, 1945 – 74

Paper 2: Historical Investigation and Breadth Study based on the following topics:

• Russia and the Soviet Union, 1905-24
• Changes in Medicine, c1848 – c1948

Depth Studies • Mark out of 60
• 50% of overall grade

• External assessment
• 1hr30mPaper 1

Historical Investigation 
and breadth study

• Mark out of 60
• 50% of overall grade

• External assessment
• 1hr30mPaper 2
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Geography
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel   Subject Code Number: 4GE1   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-
gcses/international-gcse-geography-2017.html

Link to course

Course Content – The International GCSE has two sections.

Paper 1 – Physical Geography – 1 hour 10 minutes

Paper 2 – Human Geography – 1 hour 45 minutes

• Coastal environments
• Hazardous environments

•  The development of practical geographical enquiry 
skills related to the investigation of the above topics.

• Economic activity and energy
• Urban Environments only 

• Global issues (fragile environments)
• Including FIELDWORK from one of the above topics

• Written exam
• 1h10m • Externally assessed• Paper out of 70 marks

•  40% of final markPaper 1

• Written exam
• 1h45m • Externally assessed• Paper out of 105 marks 

• 60% of final markPaper 2
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Travel and Tourism
Exam Board: Cambridge  Subject Code Number: 0471  Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11
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• Understanding Travel and Tourism
 This module covers the basics of the industry, including the importance of tourism, types of tourism (such as leisure,  
 business, and adventure), and an introduction to the key organizations involved in global tourism.

•  Tourism Destinations and Attractions
 Students explore various destinations and the factors that make locations appealing to tourists. They’ll learn about the  
 natural and cultural attractions of specific destinations and examine the positive and negative impacts    
 tourism can have on those areas.

•  Customer Care and Working Procedures
  This part of the course focuses on the skills necessary to provide excellent customer service and manage the   
 operations within travel services. Topics include managing customer expectations, communication skills, and   
 understanding the needs of diverse client groups.

•  Marketing and Promotion
  Students study marketing principles and how they apply to the travel and tourism industry. This includes promotional  
 strategies, understanding target markets, and the impact of branding in attracting customers.

•  The Tourism Environment 
 This module looks at the broader environment of the travel and tourism industry, including the economic, social, and  
 environmental factors influencing tourism development and management.

•  Travel and Tourism Operations and Services 
 This covers the day-to-day operations of tourism businesses, such as tour operators, airlines, hotels, and event planning,  
 giving students insight into how these sectors interconnect to form a complete travel experience.

Course Content
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Travel and Tourism
Exam Board: Cambridge  Subject Code Number: 0471  Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11
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• 1h30m
• 80 Marks 
• Short-answer and question paper
• Four scenario-based questions -
          covering the introductory key          
 concepts, customer service and  
 impacts of tourism at destinations

• worth 50% of total marks
• External assessment

Assessment overview

• 2h
• 80 Marks 
• Short-answer and question paper
• Four scenario-based questions -
         focusing on the management and  
 marketing of destinations

• worth 50% of total marks
• External assessment

Paper 1
Key Terms

and Concepts

Paper 2:
Managing 

and Marketing
Destinations

All candidates take two components. Candidates will be eligible for grades A* to G.

The course is assessed through a combination of written examinations and project-based work. Students develop critical 
skills in research, analysis, and problem-solving, providing a comprehensive overview of the travel and tourism industry.

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-travel-and-
tourism-0471/

Link to course



IGCSE Art & Design
Additional studio fee: Both Design Technology and Art will attract a 50 Euro studio fee per term. This studio fee is aimed 
to further extend the resources available to students to facilitate them attaining the higher levels within these subjects. An 
investment in ICT, CAD / CAM and Photoshop-based programs will allow pupils to access specialist 21st century learning 
techniques. Additionally, students may need to purchase individual items for their major own personalised projects in 
GCSE and A-Level. The main aim for the studio fee is for the Design and Art is to give each and every student the best 
possible tools, equipment, media and hardware to reach their full potential without any barriers to their success.
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Art & Design
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel   Subject Code Number: 0989   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

Course Content 

Candidates are offered a broad choice of media and approaches so that they can produce a personal response and 
schools can play to their strengths The broad areas of study are:

•  painting and related media
• graphic communication
• three-dimensional design
• textiles
• fashion photography

Paper 1

Paper 2

Option C: Component Weighting Assessment Requirements

Broad-based 
Assignment 50%

Coursework 
assignment

• 8 hour controlled exam
• Externally Set
• Externally Moderated

• Supporting Portfolio
•  Evidence of all 

assessment objectives

• Teacher set  
•  Externally moderated 

objectives

• Coursework Portfolio
• Evidence of all assessment
• Sketchbook

50%
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 All candidates take two components. Candidates will be eligible for grades 9 to 1. 

Component 1 
Coursework Candidates research, develop and a project from one or more of the areas of study. This part is worth 50%.  

Component 2 
Externally Set Assignment with an 8 hour controlled exam Candidates respond to one starting point set by Cambridge 
International. Candidates may produce work from the same areas of study as Component 1, but they do not have to.



39

Optional Subjects

IGCSE Art & Design
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel   Subject Code Number: 0989   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-art-and-design-9-1-0989/

Link to course

Course Content 
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There are two parts to the assignment: 

– supporting studies and
–  a final outcome, produced during a supervised test of 8 hours’ total duration.

Externally assessed and should explore a theme. 

There are two parts to the coursework:

– a portfolio and
–  a final outcome

Externally assessed this section is worth 50%. Candidates can submit work in any of the media outlined below, for any of 
the four components:

•  artefacts
• abstract notions or feelings
• personal experiences
• textiles
• visual ideas inspired by literary source,  landscapes, the natural or man-made, environment still-life, people and   
 places.

All work is digitally sent off to “Cambridge”.



IGCSE Design Technology
Additional studio fee: Both Design Technology and Art will attract a 50 Euro studio fee per term. This studio fee is aimed 
to further extend the resources available to students to facilitate them attaining the higher levels within these subjects. An 
investment in ICT, CAD / CAM and Photoshop-based programs will allow pupils to access specialist 21st century learning 
techniques. Additionally, students may need to purchase individual items for their major own personalised projects in 
GCSE and A-Level. The main aim for the studio fee is for the Design and Art is to give each and every student the best 
possible tools, equipment, media and hardware to reach their full potential without any barriers to their success.
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Design Technology
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel   Subject Code Number: 1DT0   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/design-and-technology-2017.html

Link to course

Course Content

• Impact of new and emerging technologies
• Ethics and environment
• Energy and power systems
• Modern and smart materials
• Functions of mechanical devices, magnitude and forces

• Electronic systems
• Performance and functionality of products
•  Properties and structures of natural and man-made 

materials etc.

Students will have to demonstrate their ability to:

• Take designs risks in the contextual challenge, which is externally set each year.
• Be resourceful, innovative and enterprising citizens in producing a portfolio.
• Consider creativity, culture, sustainability and well-being of the nation and global community.
•  To prepare confidently and successfully in an increasing technological world, designs and made products representing 

contemporary issues and concerns.

Component 1

Component 2

Weighting Assessment Requirements

50%

50%

• Externally Set Written Examination.
• Externally Moderated

• Contextual externally set tasks.
• Teacher marked
• Externally moderated

• Written Examination.
• 1hr45m
•   Core section plus one 

specialist material.

Portfolio which comprises of four sections:
• Investigate
• Design
• Make
• Evaluate
• Evidence of outlined assessment objectives
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE French
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0520   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-french-foreign-
language-0520/

Link to course

Course Content

The Cambridge International IGCSE French course covers the following topics:

• Everyday Activities;
• Personal and Social Life;
• The World Around Us;
• The World of Work;
• The International World

• Listening • 50m

• Reading • 1h

• Speaking • 10m

• Writing

• worth 25%

• worth 25%

• worth 25%

• worth 25%• 1h

Paper 1

Paper 2

Paper 3

Paper 4
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Portuguese
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level   Subject Code Number: IPG0   Assessment: Exams in April/ May/June

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Portuguese/2018/Specification-and-sample-
assessments/specification-gcse-portuguese-2018.pdf

Link to course

Course Content

The Pearson Edexcel Portuguese course covers the following content:

• 1. Identity and Culture
• 2. Local area, holiday and travel
• 3. School
• 4. Future aspirations, study and work
• 5. International and global dimension

•   Listening and 
understanding Portuguese

•  45 minutes  
including  5 
minutes’reading time

•  10 - 12 minutes 
(plus 12 minutes’ 
preparation time)

• 70 marks 25%

• Speaking in Portuguese

•  Multiple response and 
short answer open-
response questions

•  Role play; Questions 
based on a picture; 
Conversation

Paper 1

Paper 2

• 1 hour
• 50 marks 25 

•  Reading and 
understanding in 
Portuguese

•  Multiple-response and short-
answer open-response questions 
and one translation into English

Paper 3

• 1 hour and 20 minutes
• 60 marks 25• Writing in Portuguese

•  Two open-response 
questions and one 
translation into Portuguese

Paper 4
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Information & Communication 
Technology (ICT)
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Optional Subjects

International GCSE Information & Communication Technology (ICT)
Exam Board: Pearson Edexcel   Subject Code Number: 4IT1   Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-information-
and-communication-technology-2017.html

Link to course

Course Content

For Paper 1 (written paper), students must study all of the following topics:

• Topic 1: Digital Devices
• Topic 2: Connectivity
• Topic 3: Operating Online
• Topic 4: Online Goods and Services.

For Paper 2 (practical paper), students must study both of the following topics:

• Topic 5: Applying Information and Communication Technology
• Topic 6: Software Skills

Paper 1

Paper 2

Mixture of multiple-choice, short-  
and long-answer questions.

• Externally assessed 100 marks
• 50% of overall grade
• 1h30m

• Externally assessed
• 100 marks
• 50% of overall grade
• 3 hours

Practical examination based on a 
range of software.
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Optional Subjects

IGCSE Computer Science
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0478  Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11
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Course Content

Candidates study the following topics: 

• Theory of Computer Science 
 This module covers the essential theory of how computers work. Students learn about data representation (binary,   
 hexadecimal), computer components (CPU, memory, input/output devices), data storage, and networks. It also 
 explores modern topics such as cybersecurity, ethical computing, and emerging technologies.

• Algorithms and Problem Solving
 Students develop skills in computational thinking and learn to break down complex  problems into simpler, manageable  
 parts. They are introduced to the concept of algorithms, flowcharts, and pseudocode as tools for designing and visualizing  
 problem solutions.

•  1h45m
•  50% of overall grade
•  75 marks  
•  Short-answer and structured   
 questions 

•  Questions will be based on Topics  
 1–6 of the subject content 

•  All questions are compulsory 
•  No calculators are permitted

All candidates take two components. C

Paper 1:
Computer
Systems

Paper 2

•  1h45m
•  50% of overall grade
•  75 marks  
•  Algorithms, Programming and  
 Logic 

•  Short-answer and structured   
 questions and a scenario-based  
 question 

•  Questions will be based on Topics  
 7–10 of the subject content  

•  All questions are compulsory
•  No calculators are permitted
•  Externally assessed

Candidates will be eligible for grades A* to G. All candidates take: 
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IGCSE Computer Science
Exam Board: Cambridge   Subject Code Number: 0478  Assessment: Exams in May/June of Year 11

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-computer-
science-0478/

Link to course

Options Booklet  ――  Nobel Algarve British International School

Course Content

• Programming 
  In this module, students learn programming languages and syntax, focusing on creating, testing, and debugging programs. 
 They’ll gain hands-on experience with programming constructs like loops, conditionals, data structures (arrays), and 
 subroutines, learning how to write effective code for a variety of tasks.

• Databases 
  Students are introduced to the fundamentals of databases, including how to design, create, and manage databases. 
 They  learn to use databases to organize and retrieve data efficiently, which is essential for managing information in various  
 applications.

• Practical Problem-Solving and Programming Skills 
 This area focuses on applying theoretical and practical knowledge to real-world scenarios. Students tackle computational  
 challenges, enhancing their analytical skills and ability to develop working solutions using their programming and 
 problem-solving abilities.
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FAQs (Frequently Asked Questions)
Below are some questions that you may have about our i(GCSE) offering..

1. How many IGCSE courses makes a full timetable? 

The minimum number of subjects is eight. However, if you take (i)GCSE English Literature, you´ll take nine exams. All 
students take both English courses at the start of Year 10 and complete an assessment. Those who do not continue with the 
English Literature (i)GCSE will focus on English Language.

2. Are there any non-examination subjects on the timetable for Year 10 and 11? 

Yes, everyone also has non-exam PE and Form Time

3. If my child wants to take a subject that the school doesn’t offer, and studies it online, can they sit the 
examination at Nobel Algarve British International School? 

No, they can only sit examinations that are offered here at the school. 

4. Are there any external examinations in Year 10 or only in Year 11?

There are only external examinations in the summer of Year 11. Students will take mock examinations in the January 
of the same year, to prepare them.



Shaping the world

NOBEL ALGARVE BRITISH INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
BARROS BRANCOS, EN 125, 8400-400, LAGOA, PORTUGAL   
(+351) 282 342 547 | INFO@NOBELALGARVE.COM | NOBELALGARVE.COM


