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Office of Superintendent June 5, 2024 

February 13, 2025 Recognition Item 2

Cherokee County School Police Department Appreciation 

 

School Board Recognition of CCSD Police Department 

 

In celebration of National School Resource Officer Appreciation Day, which is officially observed each 
year on Feb. 15, we recognize the Cherokee County School District for its exceptional service to our 
students, teachers and staff, families and community as a whole. 

School police officers are valuable and essential members of our school district and the public education 
community nationally for their dedication to keeping our schools safe and secure. 

School police officers also bridge gaps between youth and law enforcement through the critically 
important roles of both school policing and educating students about law enforcement and its role in the 
community. 

The CCSD Police Department is one of only six state certified school police departments in the state, the 
highest level of state accreditation that local law enforcement agencies can achieve.  It is rare for school 
police departments to complete the rigorous review required to earn certification.   

The department's certification is awarded by the Joint Review Committee of the State of Georgia Law 
Enforcement Certification Program, and the department has earned the prestigious Silver Award for 
maintaining accreditation for more than 15 years. 

Led by Chief Buster Cushing, the department has grown to include 35 POST certified police officers, as 
well as valued staff dedicated to critically important support services such as emergency management 
and emergency communications.
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