CONSOLIDATED SCHOOL DISTRICT OF NEW BRITAIN

Board Policy Statement

6146.11 - Grading and Weighted Grading for Honors Classes
Approved on September 13, 1999; Revised on February 3, 2025

Grading

The district shall establish and maintain a consistent, fair, objective and meaningful
system to communicate the academic profile of student(s) to families and other
approved institutions at the elementary, middle and high school levels. Report cards
combined with scheduled parent-teacher conferences, and other forms of
communication promote a process of continuous evaluation of student performance
and communication regarding student achievement. Achievement is defined as
performance measured against by CT State Dept. of Ed and other national and state
standards and student learning outcomes. This will provide students, teachers and
parents with a clear understanding of what students are expected to learn. Achievement
of the standards will be the measure in the process of evaluating student performance.

Student academic achievement shall be evaluated, recorded and reported each marking

period. Students, parents/guardians and appropriate school personnel will be informed
of the student's progress.

High School (9th-12th Grade) Grading

Four-point numeric system

A A- B+ B B- C+ C C- D+ D D- F I
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High School Grading Categories
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New Britain High School operates on a single category weighting system that places an
emphasis on skill and content mastery. All teacher gradebooks must be set up as follows:

° Skill and Content Mastery (70%) - This category should include all summative
assessments in which a teacher is assessing student mastery of a given skill or
concept. Traditional assignments such as tests, quizzes, and projects would
typically fall into this category but it may also include smaller, more discrete
assessments administered prior to the end-of-unit assessments.

° Skill and Content Development (15%) - This category includes formative
assessments that are typically captured through smaller assignments, homework,
group work or other forms of individual practice.

° Academic Behaviors (15%) - Organization, preparation, timeliness, goal setting
and reflection are all important contributors to the success of a student. Thus,
providing opportunity for students to engage in these behaviors and to receive
feedback from teachers is critical to developing success in high school.

Grades will be entered into the grade book as follows:

Mastery Assessments - 70% (at least 1 every 2 weeks)
Skill Development - 15% (formative assessments; checks for understanding)
Academic Behaviors - 15% (daily grade - habits)

Combined numeric grades range from 34-100. Individual categories will be graded as
follows:

° The lowest permissible numerical grade for a completed assignment in which the
student provided genuine effort to complete is “50”. Teachers shall use their
professional discretion to determine if a student provided genuine effort to
complete an assignment.

° The lowest permissible numerical grade for an assignment not completed by a
student is “40”. This also includes scenarios in which a student is in class but
refuses to complete work despite redirection from the teacher.

° Academic Behavior grades may be assessed on a 0-100 point scale.

CSDNB high school students attending other schools besides New Britain High School
will be enrolled in classes included in the High School program of studies. Grade
categories may vary based on a school's programming goals and student population.
Schools may provide greater emphasis on mastery based learning.

Weighted Courses
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Courses are available for students at three levels of academic challenge. Students are
encouraged to strive for academic excellence, and staff will recommend the most
rigorous course that a student can handle. A system of grade weighting recognizes the
differences in student achievement. Grade weighting encourages and rewards students
for selecting courses at more challenging levels of difficulty. A grade weighting system
shall be implemented for the high schools in accordance with the guidelines set forth
and published annually in the parent/student handbook. Each marking period a student
will receive a letter grade (A-F). The letter grade communicates the level of achievement
of current content standards. This grade along with the course “weight” is used to
determine the student’s Grade Point Average (GPA). At the end of the school year, a final
GPA is computed from the final grade point average of each course.

A+ |[A |A- |IB+ B [B- [C+ [C [C- [D+ D [D- [F I
*AP/ECE/CE [5.00/5.00 4.70/4.30}4.00(3.703.30{3.002.70|2.30[2.00|1.70(0.00|I
DE
(1.0)
Honors (.5) |4.5014.501}4.20(3.80|3.50(3.20/2.80(2.50/2.20(1.80/1.50(1.2010.00 |l
College 4.0 (4.0 B.7 [3.3 [3.0 |2.7 .3 |2.0 [1.7 2.3 [1.0 (0.7 |0 |l
Prep

(no weight)
*Advanced Placement/UCONN Early College Experience/Concurrent Enrollment (at NBHS)/Dual
Enrollment (on a college campus)

A+ (A A- [B+ |B B- |C+ |C C- [D+ [D D- |F I
Un-weighted 4.0 |4.0 3.7 |3.3 [3.0 |2.7 |23 ]2.0 |1.7 |1.3 |1.0 0.7 0.0 |

Note: The weighted scale is calculated by applying the following “Added Values” to the
unweighted grade depending on the rigor of the course:

Course Rigor Added Value
AP/ECE/Concurrent/Dual Enrollment 1.00
Honors 0.50
Incomplete (1)

A grade of incomplete is a record of work that was interrupted by unavoidable absence
or other causes beyond a student's control, and the completion of which does not
require the student to repeat the course in order to obtain credit.
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The incomplete grade is not to be used as a substitute for a failing grade. The incomplete
may also be used to delay the awarding of a grade in courses (e.g., mastery courses and
independent study) the completion of which was interrupted.

For any incomplete given, a course completion plan must be developed and agreed upon
by the student and the teacher.

Incomplete on a graduation requirement necessitates that the course is completed prior
to graduation.

Honors Courses

Honors courses are conducted to demand more challenging involvement than courses at
other levels, distinguished by a difference in the quality of the work expected rather
than merely by the quantity of the work required. Honors courses address the content
with greater complexity and/or pacing. Honors courses should reflect a differentiation of
curriculum in depth of study.

Schools will follow the district standard equity selection process for students to enroll in
honors courses, which may begin at the middle school level in response to the needs of
students.

Honor Roll

High Honors: 3.7 and above of the GPA
Honors: 3.0-3.69 of the GPA

Class Rank*

e The selection of valedictorian and salutatorian will be determined by the high
school.

® GPA will be reviewed at the end of each semester.

e Class rank calculations will exclude credits and grades awarded for post-secondary
level courses taken off NBHS's campus.

e The valedictorian designation shall be the student who has the highest
cumulative, weighted grade point average in grades 9 — 12 with the exclusion of
off-campus college credits; reviewed at the end of first semester in senior year.
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e The salutatorian designation shall be the student with the next highest
cumulative, weighted grade point average in grades 9 — 12 with the exclusion of
off-campus college credits; reviewed at the end of first semester in senior year.

e Any disciplinary issue dealing with academic honesty will disqualify a student
from being designated as valedictorian or salutatorian (including but not limited
to cheating and/or plagiarism).

e To qualify, a student must attend New Britain High School for at least 4 semesters
in order to be included in class rank. In the instance of a tie, students will be
awarded a designation as co-valedictorian or co- salutatorian.

Calculation of Grade Point Average and Class Rank Percentile for Purposes of the
Connecticut Automatic Admissions Program (CAAP)

The Board understands its obligation under state law to identify students in the
District who are eligible for the Connecticut Automatic Admissions Program (CAAP).

In accordance with state law, for each student who completes eleventh grade, the
District will: (1) calculate a grade point average using the standardized method
established by the Board of Regents for Higher Education (“BOR”) for purposes of the
CAAP (“CAAP GPA”), and (2) determine whether such student’s class rank percentile
is above or below the minimum established by the BOR. The District shall share a
student’s CAAP GPA and whether the student is above or below the minimum class
rank percentile for the CAAP with the student, the student’s parent or guardian, the
Connecticut State Department of Education (“CSDE”), and, upon request, a
participating institution for purposes of applying to such institution under the CAAP.

The District shall notify each student enrolled in the student’s final year of high
school, and the parent or guardian of such student, whether the student may be
admitted to at least one participating institution under the CAAP based on the
academic threshold established by such institution.

The District shall calculate each student’s CAAP GPA, identify institutions to which
students are eligible for automatic admission under the CAAP, and generate student
letters in accordance with guidance issued by the CSDE, as such guidance may be
amended from time to time.

Middle School Grading (6th, 7th & 8th)

Grades for students in middle school district wide will reflect a system that mirrors
grading at the high school and places an emphasis on skill and content mastery. While
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middle school offers only one level for the majority of courses, in some instances an
Honors level may be offered to provide access to 9th grade coursework such as for
algebra and/or a world language.

All teacher gradebooks must be set up as follows:

° Skill and Content Mastery (70%) - This category should include all summative
assessments in which a teacher is assessing student mastery of a given skill or
concept. Traditional assignments such as tests, quizzes, and projects would
typically fall into this category but it may also include smaller, more discrete
assessments administered prior to the end-of-unit assessments.

° Skill and Content Development (15%) - This category includes formative
assessments that are typically captured through smaller assignments, homework,
group work or other forms of individual practice.

° Academic Behaviors (15%) - Organization, preparation, timeliness, goal setting
and reflection are all important contributors to the success of a student. Thus,
providing opportunity for students to engage in these behaviors and to receive
feedback from teachers is critical to developing success in high school.

A+ A A- [B+ |B B- [C+ |C C- [bD+ [D D- |F I
Point Scale 4.0 |40 [3.7 |3.3 [3.0 |2.7 23 ]2.0 [1.7 |1.3 |1.0 |0.7 [0.0 |

Frequency

These three categories of grades will be reported to students and parents three times a
year in the fall, winter, and spring. The new report cards will be developed and ready for
implementation in the Fall of 2025.

Mastery Assessments - 70% (at least 1 every 2 weeks)
Skill Development - 15% (formative assessments; checks for understanding)
Academic Behaviors - 15% (daily grade - habits)

Honor Roll

High Honors: 3.7 - 4.0 and above of the GPA
Honors: 3.0 - 3.69 of the GPA

Elementary School Grading
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Grading at the elementary level emphasizes skill and content mastery of the State
Common Core Standards by content area and habits of mind that contribute to the
social, emotional and academic success of each student. Grade level by grade level,
student grades will evaluate students progress against a set of priority standards
identified by teachers and re-evaluated year to year by central office staff. Students earn
a grade against each priority standard of developing, approaching the standard, and
mastery. Students earn grades against the habits of mind or behavioral expectations of
developing, approaching the standard, and mastery.

° Skill and Content Mastery - This category includes all summative assessments in
which a teacher is assessing student mastery of a given skill or concept.
Traditional assignments such as tests, quizzes, and projects would typically fall
into this category but it may also include smaller, more discrete assessments
administered prior to the end-of-unit assessments.

° Behavioral Expectations - Organization, preparation, timeliness, goal setting and
reflection that contributors to the success of a student are included in this
category. This category includes items that require effort apart from performance
or mastery of content. Expectations will be identified and revised by a committee
and brought to the Board of Education for approval as part of an elementary
report card.

These two categories of grades will be reported to students and parents three times a
year in the fall, winter, and spring elementary report cards. The new report cards will be
developed and ready for implementation in the Fall of 2025.

Legal Reference:

Connecticut General Statutes § 10-220g

Connecticut General Statutes § 10-220q

Connecticut General Statutes § 10a-11h

Connecticut State Department of Education, Information and Resources to Support Connecticut

School for the Connecticut Automatic Admissions Program (CAAP), available at
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Performance/Information-and-Resources-to-Support-Connecticut-Sch

ools-for-CT-Automatic-Admission
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