OXNARD UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

Creating Prosperity through Equity, Inquiry, and Wellness

IN THE MATTER OF SUPPORT FOR PHASING OUT
OIL AND GAS PRODUCTION IN CALIFORNIA
CFROG - CLIMATE FIRST: REPLACING OIL AND GAS
RESOLUTION 24-03

WHEREAS, California is the nation’s seventh-largest oil-producing state, producing over 150 million barrels of
oil per year, refining around 500 million barrels of oil per year,' and estimated to contain half of the nation’s heavy
oil; and

WHEREAS, Ventura County is the third-largest producer® of oil and gas in California; and

WHEREAS, nearly 7.5 million Californians’ live within one mile of an active oil or gas site, and over 2 million
Californians, disproportionately people of color, live within 3,200ft of an oil or gas well; and

WHEREAS, more than 8,000 Ventura County residents* live within 2,500 feet of an oil well, and approximately
60 percent of those residents are Latino; and

WHEREAS, California Governor Newsom’s administration has approved more than 3,130 new permits® for oil
drilling since January, 2020; and

WHEREAS, on April 23, 2021, Governor Newsom announced his administration would take steps to plan® for an
end to oil extraction by 2045 and phase out fracking by 2024; and

WHEREAS, on August 9, 2021, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change released a report’ unequivocally
stating that human activity is changing the climate in unprecedented and irreversible ways, which UN
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres called a “code red for humanity”; and

WHEREAS, On September 1, 2023, the State of California Legislature endorsed a Fossil Fuel
Nonproliferation Treaty®, making California the largest global economy to support a global plan to
stop fossil fuel expansion and phase out coal, oil, and gas; and
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WHEREAS, On November 11, 2021, the State of California jeined the international Beyond Qil and Gas
Alliance,’ aligning itself with nations committing to phasing out oil and gas production; and

WHEREAS, if current fossil fuel production rates stay constant, scientists predict'” that irreversible effects of
climate change will be visible before 2050 and as early as the next decade, years before California Governor
Newsom’s current plan to phase out fossil fuel production; and

WHEREAS, if state regulators do not reduce oil and gas emissions, California will not meet its legislative
mandate'" of lowering greenhouse gas emissions to 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030; and

WHEREAS, since Ventura County contains many wells near people’s homes, the California Council on Science
and Technology'? recommendation of a health and safety buffer zone between sensitive sites and oil and gas wells,
which cites studies on the harms oil drilling poses to human health should be adhered to; and

WHEREAS, oil drilling releases high, dangerous amounts of air pollution that have been connected to cause of
severe headaches, childhood leukemia, asthma symptoms, birth defects, and cardiac problems; and

WHEREAS, on September 16, 2022, California Governor Newsom signed legislation' into law that will introduce
3,200-ft setback buffer zones between new oil wells and sensitive sites like homes, schools, and hospitals; and

WHEREAS, on February 6, 2023, California’s oil and gas regulatory agency, CalGEM, suspended implementation
of the 3,200-ft setback buffer zones rule after the oil industry qualified a ballot measure challenging the setbacks
rule that will be voted on by all Californians in November 2024; and
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WHEREAS, various methods of oil extraction leak methane, which is up to 105 times as powerfu
dioxide as a greenhouse pollutant; and

as carbon

WHEREAS, scientists have concluded that the probability that anthropogenic greenhouse gasses have caused the
global temperature to increase in the last 50 years is over 97 percent;'® and

WHEREAS, if the number of oil extraction sites increases, the number of air pollutants and amount of greenhouse
gasses in our environment will increase to unsustainable levels that threaten the health and future of the Oxnard
Union High School District students; and

WHEREAS, by the mid-21st century, researchers project that the number of days with a heat index over 100°F
will double and days with an index of 105°F will triple nationwide'® due to climate change; and

WHEREAS, the American Academy of Pediatrics'” states that children are more vulnerable to heatwaves; and
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WHEREAS, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has found'® that the leading cause of disability and
mortality among high school and college athletes is heat illness, and the individuals at the greatest risk are from
ages 15-19;"% and

WHEREAS, climate change predominantly fueled by burning fossil fuels has already intensified unprecedented
natural disasters, devastating storms, historic droughts, wildfires, and extreme heat which are affecting Oxnard
Union High School students’ physical and mental health; and

WHEREAS, from August 2020 to July 2021, California recorded nine of the twenty largest wildfires® in the state
since 1932; and

WHEREAS, oil drilling and climate change widen the disparities between children’s physical and mental health?'
as a result of racism and poverty; and

WHEREAS, 352,782% students in California, predominantly from Black, Indigenous, and Latinx communities,
attend school within one mile of an oil and gas well; and

WHEREAS, children are more vulnerable to the diseases caused by poor air quality” because they spend more
time outside, have immature/developing lungs, and breathe in more per body weight; and

WHEREAS, frontline communities residing in Ventura County are disproportionately harmed by climate change
and environmental impacts, including significantly worse air pollution, causing residents to develop asthma, heat
island effect, and elevated infectious diseases; and

WHEREAS, The California PTA passed a resolution® that recognized the harms that climate change presents to
children’s health and urges action around averting the effects of the climate crisis; and

WHEREAS, the most vulnerable Frontline Communities in Ventura are the urban centers in the nearest proximity
to the oil fields

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that Oxnard Union High School District urges Governor Newsom,
the Ventura County Board of Supervisors and all local government agencies to continue to develop policies to
reduce the consumption of fossil fuels and immediately stop issuing new permits for oil & gas production and to
accelerate the process of phasing out oil and gas extraction in California through a just transition that protects
workers and frontline communities; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Oxnard Union High School District urges Governor
Newsom support for 3,200 ft health and safety setback distances between oil extraction and sensitive sites,
including but not limited to school campuses, paths of travel to school and school athletic areas and urges him to do
everything in his power to defend these setbacks from efforts to overturn or otherwise undermine them; and
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THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Oxnard Union High School District will continue to recognize
climate change and climate justice as issues of importance to Ventura County; and

THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Oxnard Union High School District will continue to transition
to renewable energy sources with the urgency that the climate crisis calls for.

Adopted January 17, 2024,
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