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GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 
GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD 

GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1 
MEETING MINUTES 
December 12, 2024 

 
The Grand Forks School Board Government Affairs Committee met via Zoom on Thursday, December 12, 2024, with 
Josh Anderson presiding. 
 
Committee Members Present: 
Board Member Josh Anderson, Dr. Terry Brenner, Superintendent, and Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager. 
  
Committee Members Absent: 
Board Members Amber Flynn and Jay Kleven and Catherine Gillach, Associate Superintendent of Secondary 
Education; and Matt Bakke, Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education 
 
Others Present: 
North Dakota State Legislators Representative Mark Sanford, Representative Nels Christianson, Senator Jeff Barta, 
and Representative Emily O’Brien; Brady Olson, President, Grand Forks Education Association; and Cindy Johnson, 
Executive Secretary. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Call to Order. 
The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. 
 
Introductions. 
Those in attendance made introductions of 
themselves. 
 
Due to the lack of a quorum, the November 21, 2024, 
minutes were not considered. 
 
Consideration of Legislators’ Feedback. 
Legislators shared feedback on the December 5 
legislative forum, the district’s legislative priorities, 
and their impressions of what the 2025 legislative 
session might include, such as school finance, 
construction, school cell phones and student 
absenteeism, and property tax relief. 
 
Board Member Advocacy For/Against Introduced 
Bills. 
The board discussed splitting the district’s legislative 
priorities amongst itself. However, further discussion 
was postponed due to Flynn’s and Kleven's absences. 
 
January through April Calendaring. 
The committee’s future meeting dates were shared in 
the hope that legislators would attend when possible 
and keep the district informed of legislative matters. 
 
 

Next Meeting Date. 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday, January 
9, 2025, at noon via Zoom. 
 
Adjournment. 
There being no further business, the meeting 
adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 
 
APPROVED  _________________________________  
 (Date) 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Josh Anderson, Meeting Chair 
 
 
___________________________________________ 
Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager 


