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Learning Targets

• Identify community agencies that support 
individuals with disabilities

• Learn which agencies might benefit you 
scholar and how to access them



What can community agencies do for my scholar?

• Information
• Resources
• Training
• Advocacy
• Funding
• Networking



Developmental Disabilities Administration (DDA)

• Jeanette White



DDA Eligibility



Who can apply for the applicant?
For youth under 18
• The parent of the applicant
• A representative of Children’s Administration or the future 

Department of Children, Youth and Families (DCYF)
• A person with permission of the court or the state to consent 

to medical care. DSHS 10-454 Children's Administration 
Caregiver Authorization

DCYF Uses this form to consent to 
medical care for children in their care. 
This form is not specific to DDA. The 
foster parent will have access for 
children in their care

http://forms.dshs.wa.lcl/formDetails.aspx?ID=12803
http://forms.dshs.wa.lcl/formDetails.aspx?ID=12803


Does the applicant need to be a Washington State Resident in 
order to eligible?

Yes! It is a requirement that clients of DDA are residents of the State 
of Washington. 

– Applicants now can attest to being a Washington State Resident. 
– Attestation is accepting the residence address of the applicant on the 

application as proof of their address.

Residency Requirements: 
182-503-0520 (Not residing in institution) or 182-503-0525 (Institutionalized Person)
And RCW 74.04.815 (Military Dependents)

http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=182-503-0520
http://apps.leg.wa.gov/wac/default.aspx?cite=182-503-0525
https://app.leg.wa.gov/rcw/default.aspx?cite=74.04.815


Intake and Eligibility Contacts:

 
Region Intake and Eligibility 

Supervisors
Contact 

1 Donnett Neu 509-850-7512
 donnett.neu@dshs.wa.gov

2

Shane Lucey
(New Applicants)

Jeanette White
(Birth-3, 4yo, 19yo)

425.393.5970
shane.lucey@dshs.wa.gov

425-393-9283
jeanette.white@dshs.wa.gov

3 Doreen Vandervort 
253-208-6161
doreen.vandervort@dshs.wa.gov

HQ Kat Gehring 360-890-5140
kat.gehring1@dshs.wa.gov



Eligibility Categories
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

• Intellectual Disability:
• You must have a diagnosis of intellectual disability or an equivalent 

diagnosis. 
• Condition must have onset before age 18.
• Diagnosis must be made by a                                                           -
    -Licensed psychologist, a 
    -Washington certified school psychologist or other school      
      psychologist certified by the National Association of School  
      Psychologists
• The diagnosis must be documented in an acceptable diagnostic 

report. 
• Adaptive skills test score of more than two standard deviations 

below the mean. (69 or Lower)



Cerebral Palsy

• A diagnosis of cerebral palsy or similar cerebral damage which 
causes full or partial limb paralysis.

• Evidence of onset before age 18.
• Dx by 
    (a) A licensed physician; 
    (b) A licensed naturopathic physician; or  
    (c) A physician assistant or advanced registered nurse                                 
         practitioner (ARNP) associated with a neurological practice.
• Substantial limitations for cerebral palsy, you must demonstrate 

the need for direct physical assistance in two or more areas: 
    (1) Toileting; (2) Bathing; (3) Eating; (4) Dressing; (5) Mobility; or   
    (6) Communication.



EPILEPSY
• Must have a diagnosis of cerebral palsy or similar cerebral 

damage which causes full or partial limb paralysis.
• Evidence of onset before age 18.
• Diagnosis must be made by a licensed neurologist.
• Must provide confirmation from a physician or neurologist that 

your seizures are ongoing despite medical intervention.
• Adaptive skills test score of more than two standard deviations 

below the mean. (69 or lower.)



AUTISM
• You must be diagnosed with: (i) Autism spectrum disorder; or 

(ii) Autistic disorder before February 1, 2022.
• The condition must have originated before age 18.
• You must have been diagnosed by: (i) A licensed neurologist; 

(ii) A licensed psychiatrist; (iii) A licensed psychologist; (iv) A 
licensed developmental and behavioral pediatrician; (v) A 
center of excellence; or (vi) One of the following professionals 
associated with an autism center or developmental center: (A) 
A licensed physician; (B) An ARNP; (C) A physician assistant; or 
(D) A naturopathic physician

• The diagnosis must be documented in a diagnostic report.
• You must have an adaptive skills test score more than two 

standard deviations below the mean. (69 or lower.)



ANOTHER NEUROLOGICAL OR OTHER CONDITION SIMILAR TO 
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY

• Have a diagnosis of a neurological or chromosomal disorder 
• Originated before age 18
• Is known by reputable authorities to cause intellectual and adaptive skill deficits
• Is expected to continue indefinitely without improvement
• Is other than intellectual disability, autism, cerebral palsy, or epilepsy
• Is not attributable to nor is itself a mental illness, or emotional, social, or behavior 

disorder



ANOTHER NEUROLOGICAL OR OTHER CONDITION SIMILAR TO 
INTELLECTUAL DISABILITY- Cont.

• You must have been diagnosed by: 
(a) A licensed physician; 
(b) (b) A licensed naturopathic physician; 
(c) (c) Geneticist; or 
(d) (d) One of the following professionals associated with a neurological clinic or 

genetic testing center: (i) An ARNP; or (ii) A physician assistant
* To meet the definition of substantial functional limitations you must have an adaptive 
skills test score of more than two standard deviations below the mean. (69 or lower.)



Eligibility Ages 0 – 19
Developmentally Delayed

• Ages 0 to 3:
    One or more developmental delays;  or
    Under the age of three and meet the ESIT eligibility         
     requirements;   
     Ages 3 – 20, have three or more developmental  delays. 

• DDA must receive evidence showing a standard deviation of at 
least 1.5 (77 or lower) or 25% or more of the chronological 
age.



Developmental Delayed (cont.)
* Developmental Areas Covered: 
    (a) Fine or gross motor skills; 
    (b) Self-help/adaptive skills; 
    (c) Expressive or receptive communication, including American   
          Sign Language; 
    (d) Social/emotional skills; and 
    (e) Cognitive, academic, or problem-solving skills.
The evidence of developmental delay must be: (a) Measured using an 
age-appropriate diagnostic assessment; and (b) Assessed within the 
past 18 months, except when written confirmation explains the 
previously measured delay remains valid.



Developmentally Delayed (cont.)

• Measured using an age-appropriate diagnostic assessment.
• Assessed within the past 18 months, except when written confirmation explains the 

previously measured delay remains valid. 
• DDA accepts a written statement from a qualified professional stating that your 

developmental delay prevents you from completing testing.



Developmental Disability (cont.)

• The assessment must be completed by one of the following 
professionals qualified to assess the developmental areas outlined 
above: 

• (a) Licensed physician or physician assistant; 
• (b) Licensed naturopathic physician; 
• (c) Licensed psychologist or certified school psychologist; 
• (d) Speech language pathologist; 
• (e) Audiologist; 
• (f) Licensed occupational therapist; 
• (g) Licensed physical therapist; 
• (h) ARNP or registered nurse; 
• (i) Certified teacher; 
• (j) Master's level social worker; or 
• (k) Orientation and mobility specialist.



General Info
• When does my eligibility as a DDA client expire?
    a. Age 4 if made eligible under ESIT. 
    b. Age 20 is a review, started at age 19 if the last review was  
         before age 16. 

• DDA will terminate enrollment and services if you are no longer a 
    WA State residence.

* You can appeal any enrollment decision when you believe DDA  
   staff did not follow WAC.

*You can reapply after a denial when there is new diagnostic  
   information available. 



Questions



Department of Vocational Rehabilitation

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC

https://disabilityvisibilityproject.com/2014/08/10/disability-history-access-for-montreal-july-25-2014/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/












Trillium 
Employment 
Services



 Our 
Commitment to 
School to Work
 Trillium has been doing 

School To Work since 
2005

 Trillium works with a 
total of 6 school 
districts in King County

 We are supporting 33 
students looking for 
their first paid job!



Learning new things  



  Success Stories



 Inclusive Businesses



Questions?
Jacob Eskew

Jacob@trillium.org

Casey Serquinia

Casey@trillium.org

mailto:Jacob@trillium.org
mailto:Casey@trillium.org


Questions?



Thank you
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