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An Academy is a group of students that meets regularly with their Academy coordi-
nators to make progress towards a career focus through academics, experiences, and 
portfolio building.

What types of Academies are available?  

-Communications: Focus on fields relating to visual and performing arts, such as 
actors, writers, graphic designers, and journalists.

-PHD: Focus on fields relating to public services such as nurses, police officers, 
lawyers, firefighters, and teachers.

-STEM: Focus on fields incorporating to science, technology, engineering and math-
ematics.

What are the benefits of participating in an Academy?

- Support for college and career preparedness
- Recognition yearly at the Academy Awards and at graduation 
- Academy stole
- Network with students and community members in your career focus group
- Participation in experiences to further knowledge in career focus
- Eligibility for college scholarships

FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL ACADEMIES

As a member of an Academy, students are required to complete the following re-
quirements in order to be recognized for their participation in an Academy:

- Senior portfolio 
- Letters of recommendation
- Resume 
- Brag sheet
- Academy career focus classes
- Post secondary plan
- Personal reflection (500 word min)
- Demonstrate preparedness according to the College and Career 
Indicators
- Samples of student work (3 pieces)
- Senior project (varies by Academy)
- Group exit interview
- 20 hours of community service 
	 - 10 career focus
	 - 10 general
- Active attendee at Academy meetings and events
- 3 years of the same world language

ACADEMY REQUIREMENTS
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COLLEGE AND CAREER INDICATORS
College and Career Indicators measure how schools are preparing students for likely 
success after graduation. Only students classified as Prepared and Approaching 
Prepared can graduate. Participation in an Academy is one way Freedom High School 
supports students towards being classified as Prepared.

Prepared

- Smarter Balanced Summative Assessments: Score of Level 3 “Standard Met” or 
   higher on both English language arts/literacy (ELA) and mathematics

- Advanced Placement (AP) Exams: Score of 3 or higher on two AP exams

- International Baccalaureate (IB) Exams: Score of 4 or higher on two IB exams

- Completion of dual enrollment: Two semesters or 3 quarters of college coursework 
   with a grade of C– or better in academic CTE subjects where college credit is  
   awarded.

- University of California (UC) and California State University (CSU) a-g requirements: 
  Complete a-g course requirements with a grade of C– or better, plus one of the 
  additional criteria from the box below.

- Career Technical Education (CTE) Pathway: Pathway completion with a grade of C– 
   or better in the course, plus one of the additional criteria from the box below.

Additional Criteria

-Smarter Balanced Summative Assessment Scores:
     - Level 3 or higher on ELA and at least a Level 2 “Standard Nearly Met” in math
       or
     - Level 3 or higher on mathematics and at least a Level 2 in English/Language Arts

-One semester (two quarters) of dual enrollment with a grade of C– or better in 
academic/CTE subjects

-Score of 3 on one AP exam or score of 4 on one IB Exam (for A-G requirement only)

-Completion of CTE Pathway (for a-g requirement only)
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Life Sciences
    AP Biology x x
    Anatomy and Physiology x x
    AP Environmental Science x x
    ROP Biotechnology x x
    The Living Earth x x
    Search for ET Life x x
    Zoology x x
Business/ Marketing
    Business and Marketing x x
    Personal Finance* x x x
    AP Econ Macro x
    Financial Algebra x
    Virtual Enterprise x
    Business Comp. Applications x x
Chemistry x x
    AP Chemistry x x
    Forensic Science x x
Child Development
    ROP Careers With Children x
    Child Development* x
Engineering/Comp. Science
    Java Progrmaming/Comp.  
    Science

x

    Jumpstart to Engineering* x
    ROP Digital Arts x x
    Microsoft Offce Basics x
    Exploring Computer Science* x
    AP Computer Science x
    Android dev. using Java* x
Design
    Beg. Graphic Design*@ x x
    ROP Adv. Graphic Design*@ x x
    Fashion Design 1* x
    Int/Adv Fashion Design* x
    Design Drafting* x x
Physical Science
    AP Chemistry x x
    Forensic Science x x
    Chemistry in Earth Systems x x
    Physics and the Universe
    AP Physics x x
Electrical Technology
     Basic Electronics x
Fine Arts
    Beginning Art
    Intermediate Art
    Advanced Art
    AP Studio Art
    AP Art History
Fire Technology
    ROP Fire Science x
Administration of Justice
    AP US History x
    Criminal Justice/Law Enf. x
    ROP Law Enforcement x

PROGRAMS OF STUDY COMM PHD STEM

* refers to courses that are currently taught by certified CTE instructors

ACADEMY CLASS QUICK REFERENCE
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Journalism/Writing
   Journalism x x
   Exp.  Reading and Writing x
   Publications/Yearbook x
   Science Fiction Literature x x
   Poetry x x
   AP English 4 x
   Creative Writing x x
    AP English Lang. Comp x
    AP English Lit. Comp x
Mathematics
   Algebra 2 x
   Algebra 2 and Trig x
   Pre-Calculus x
   AP Calculus x
    Statistics x
Medical Services
   ROP  Sports Medicine 1 x
   ROP Sports Medicine 2 x
   Strength and Fitness x
   Fitness in Motion x
Multimedia Communications
   Video Internship* x
   Art of Video Productions* x
   Advanced Video Productions* x
   Beginning Animation* x x
   Advanced Animation* x x
Performing Arts
   Piano x
   Guitar x
   Concert Band x
   Symphonic Band/Orchestra x
   Jazz Band x
   Beginning Guitar x
   Instrumental Studies x
    Music Appreciation x
   Men’s and Women’s chorus x
   A’Capella Choir x
   Select Singers x
   Theater Arts 1-3 x
   Women’s Ensemble x
   Speech and Debate x x
Photography
   Beg/ Advanced Photography x
Physics
   Physics x x
Psychology
   AP Psychology x     x
   Psychology in Society x
   Peace and Conflicts x
World Languages
   French Language 1-4 x x
   Spanish Language 1-4 X x
   German Language 1-4 x x
   AP Spanish Lit x
   Span for Sp. Speakers 1-2 x x

PROGRAMS OF STUDY COMM PHD STEM

@ refers to courses that are currently articulated with LMC for college credit

ACADEMY CLASS QUICK REFERENCE
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FINE ARTS

Students who are interested in the arts, including beginning, intermediate. 
Advanced and AP Studio Art, are invited to take coursework in the Fine Arts 
sector. To complete the requirements for this Arts and Communications 
Career Pathway, every fine arts student must take Beginning Art and AP 
Art History. Other electives in the sector are available for exploration such 
as Photography I and II, Intermediate/Advanced Art, Beginning/Advanced 
Animation, AP Studio Art, and Intro to Art History.

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Art Teacher………………………………………………$.48,582-93,608

Museum Curator………………………………………………….$53,160

Fine Artist…………………………………………..…..$53,000-133,000

At Freedom High School, a career focus provides a streamlined sequence 
of coursework that can help lead you into a career you love. Career path-
ways encompass a wide range of courses and programs, providing our 
students with the academic skills, knowledge, and training necessary to 
succeed, not only in a future career, but as a lifelong learner.

These pathways are created with local college partners and are designed 
to prepare you for employment in current and emerging jobs. Our pro-
grams include beginning and advanced CTE courses, ROP training classes, 
college prep instruction, and clubs and student organizations that train 
students for leadership roles. 

Freedom provides career counselors and pathway mentors to assist you 
with academic and career planning and scholarship assistance. It is our 
goal to provide you with resources to help you graduate with honors and 
start an educational and career pathway after high school. 

EXPLORING CAREERS
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FINE ARTS

Students who are interested in the arts, including beginning, intermediate. 
Advanced and AP Studio Art, are invited to take coursework in the Fine Arts 
sector. To complete the requirements for this Arts and Communications 
Career Pathway, every fine arts student must take Beginning Art and AP 
Art History. Other electives in the sector are available for exploration such 
as Photography I and II, Intermediate/Advanced Art, Beginning/Advanced 
Animation, AP Studio Art, and Intro to Art History.

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Art Teacher………………………………………………$.48,582-93,608

Museum Curator………………………………………………….$53,160

Fine Artist…………………………………………..…..$53,000-133,000

SPEECH COMMUNICATION / RHETORIC

Students who are interested in writing, history, and languages are 
invited to take coursework in the Speech Communication / Rhetoric 
sector. To complete the requirements for this Arts and Communications 
Career Pathway, every speech communication / rhetoric student must 
take Creative Writing and Speech and Debate. Other electives in 
the sector are available for exploration such as Intro to Art History, AP 
Art History, Science Fiction, World Language, American Studies, World 
Studies, AP English, and Poetry.

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Author…………………………...……….$29,230 and go up to $114,530

Motivational Speaker……………………………….…………….$88,000

Public Relations Specialist………………………………………$56,770

BUSINESS AND MARKETING

Students who are interested in business and marketing are encouraged to 
take courses such as Broadcasting, Graphic Design, Yearbook, Leadership 
and journalism.  Coursework and educational experiences that help any 
business person with public speaking and advertising are encouraged.  
To complete the requirements for the business and marketing Career 
Pathway a student is required to take Intro to Business and Intro to 
Marketing.  

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Bookkeeping, Accounting and Auditing Clerk…………….$20.65 per hour

Exec. Secretary and Exec. Admin. Assistant………………$29.02 per hour

Supervisor of Office and Admin. Support Workers---------$29.09 per hour

EXPLORING CAREERS
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JOURNALISM AND PHOTOJOURNALISM

Students who are interested in writing, Photography and Radio broadcasting 
are invited to take coursework in the Journalism and Photojournalism Career 
Pathway.  To complete the requirements for this Career Pathway, every Jour-
nalism student must take Photography and Journalism. Other electives in 
the sector are available for exploration such as Creative Writing, Broadcasting, 
Computer Keyboarding, ROP Digital Arts and Yearbook.

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Desktop Publisher………………………….......……………..$18.28 per hour

Editor………………………………………….......…………..$23.89 per hour

Radio Show Host……………………………….......………………....$41,367

MASS COMMUNICATIONS AND MULTIMEDIA

Students who are interested in the art of filmmaking, animation, and web 
design are encouraged to check out the coursework in the Mass Com-
munications and Multimedia Career Pathway.  Students that wish to earn 
their certification in this area are required to take ROP Digital Arts (Web 
Design) and ROP Video Production.  Students that follow this career 
pathway will combine computer skills with their artistic talent by exploring 
courses such as Photography, Broadcasting, or Leadership.

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Web Designer……………………………………………......…….…..$64,970

Broadcast Technician……………………………......………..$21.37 per hour

Animator………………………………………………..…......……....$63,970

EXPLORING CAREERS
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JOURNALISM AND PHOTOJOURNALISM

Students who are interested in writing, Photography and Radio broadcasting 
are invited to take coursework in the Journalism and Photojournalism Career 
Pathway.  To complete the requirements for this Career Pathway, every Jour-
nalism student must take Photography and Journalism. Other electives in 
the sector are available for exploration such as Creative Writing, Broadcasting, 
Computer Keyboarding, ROP Digital Arts and Yearbook.

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Desktop Publisher………………………….......……………..$18.28 per hour

Editor………………………………………….......…………..$23.89 per hour

Radio Show Host……………………………….......………………....$41,367

MASS COMMUNICATIONS AND MULTIMEDIA

Students who are interested in the art of filmmaking, animation, and web 
design are encouraged to check out the coursework in the Mass Com-
munications and Multimedia Career Pathway.  Students that wish to earn 
their certification in this area are required to take ROP Digital Arts (Web 
Design) and ROP Video Production.  Students that follow this career 
pathway will combine computer skills with their artistic talent by exploring 
courses such as Photography, Broadcasting, or Leadership.

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Web Designer……………………………………………......…….…..$64,970

Broadcast Technician……………………………......………..$21.37 per hour

Animator………………………………………………..…......……....$63,970

LAW AND ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE

Students who are interested in criminal justice, law enforcement, the court 
system, and corrections are encouraged to take Law Enforcement and Fo-
rensic Science to bring real world experience into the classroom. Students 
that explore this pathway will also investigate the duality of law, justice, and 
administration through such courses as AP Government, AP Psychology, 
and Speech and Debate.  

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Police Officer…………………………………….....…………….…..$96,744

FBI Agent…………………………………………........……………..$90,336

Paralegals………………………………………….....…....………....$57,429

FIRE TECHNOLOGY

Students who are interested in firefighting can learn about opportuni-
ties to serve their communities and make a difference in people’s lives. 
Students are encouraged to take ROP Fire Science to get an education 
in fire protection and prevention. To help explore a future in fire service 
students can take Strength and Fitness, AP Environmental Science, and AP 
Chemistry/Chemistry.  

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Forestry Technician………………………………….…………….$34,692

Fire Protection Engineers…………………………………… …..$104,940

Firefighter…………………………………………...…....………....$67,548

EXPLORING CAREERS
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PSYCHOLOGY

Students who are interested in behavior and its contribution to society, re-
lationships, and healthy and disordered functioning can take AP Psychology 
or Psychology within Society. Psychology offers a variety of subfields and 
students can take Peace and Conflict, AP Biology, AP Statistics/Statistics, 
and Anatomy and Physiology to help navigate their interests.  

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Psychiatrist…………………………………………………......…..$142,500

School Counselor……………………………………………......…..$60,372

Child Psychologist……………………………………………...........$88,284

MEDICAL CARE

Students who are interested in the challenging and rewarding career of 
nursing should check out Anatomy and Physiology and AP Biology. Nursing 
allows students to make a difference in people’s lives and requires good 
communication, thinking, decision making, and science skills that can be 
demonstrated in Biotechnology, Sports Medicine, Zoology, AP Psychology, AP 
Statistics/Statistics and AP Chemistry/Chemistry.  

POSSIBLE CAREERS

School Nurse…………………………………………….....…….…..$101,844

Veterinarian……………………………………..………….....…...…..$88,490

Obstetricians & Gynecologist ………………………....…….....…....$123,636

EXPLORING CAREERS
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EDUCATION

Students who are interested in careers as educators and caregivers can take 
ROP Careers with Children and Child Development. Teaching requires a lot of 
hands-on learning and students can explore the career through AP Psycholo-
gy/Psychology within Society, Speech and Debate, and Peace and Conflict to 
have effective communication skills and understand human behaviors. 

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Adult Education Teacher………………………………….....……...…..$69,588

Graduate Teaching Assistant…………………………………………..$32,508

Kindergarten Teacher………………………………….....…………......$54,516

BIOLOGICAL SCIENCES
A major in the biological sciences offers numerous exciting careers.  Some 
may enter the private sector and work for biotechnology or pharmaceutical 
companies conducting research, manufacturing life saving medicines, mar-
keting innovative products, or presenting discoveries to diverse audiences.  
Students will learn how to set up, operate, and maintain laboratory instru-
ments and equipment, monitor experiments, make observations, calcula-
tions, and record results. Students who are interested in biological sciences 
are encouraged to take courses such as AP Biology, Forensic Science or 
Anatomy & Physiology.    

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Medical and clinical laboratory technologists…….....……….$58,500 a year

Marine Biologist…………………….............…….….....………$51.529 a year

Forensic Scientist……………………….................….....………$51,574 a year

EXPLORING CAREERS
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CHEMISTRY

A major in chemistry offers students an opportunity to work as a lab techni-
cian, engineer, doctor, nurse, biologist or scientist.  It is the “central science” 
that encompassess all other branches of science.  Job duties may include 
qualitative and quantitative chemical analyses, experiments in laboratories 
for quality or process control, or development of new products or knowl-
edge.  Students who are interested in chemistry are encouraged to take 
courses Such as AP Chemistry, Forensic Science and Biotechnology.   

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Chemical Engineer: …………………………….........……….$72,537 a year

Chemist: …………………………………….…….…………$59,250 a year

Environmental Consultant…………….…………......………$53,860 a year

EXPLORING CAREERS

PERFORMING ARTS

Students who are interested in music, theater, and film are invited to take 
coursework in the Performing Arts sector. To complete the requirements 
for this Arts and Communications Career Pathway, every performing 
arts student must take Theater Arts 1 and Music Appreciation. Other 
electives in the sector are available for exploration such as Theater Arts 
2, Beginning Guitar, Orchestra, Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Women’s 
Ensemble, Select Singers, Men’s Chorus, A Cappella Choir, Jazz Band, and 
Speech and Debate. 

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Musician……………………………………………………...$100.00 per gig

Actor………………………………………………………………….....$43.33

Composer…………………………………………….……...$500 per service
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PERFORMING ARTS

Students who are interested in music, theater, and film are invited to take 
coursework in the Performing Arts sector. To complete the requirements 
for this Arts and Communications Career Pathway, every performing 
arts student must take Theater Arts 1 and Music Appreciation. Other 
electives in the sector are available for exploration such as Theater Arts 
2, Beginning Guitar, Orchestra, Concert Band, Symphonic Band, Women’s 
Ensemble, Select Singers, Men’s Chorus, A Cappella Choir, Jazz Band, and 
Speech and Debate. 

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Musician……………………………………………………...$100.00 per gig

Actor………………………………………………………………….....$43.33

Composer…………………………………………….……...$500 per service

ELECTRICAL/INSTRUMENTATION TECHNOLOGY

Electrical Technology is designed to train electricians to maintain com-
plex electrical automation systems used in the manufacturing and power 
generation industry.  Electrical Technology is designed to train instrument 
technicians to maintain the process measurement and control systems used 
in refineries, chemical plants, biotech plants, pharmaceutical plants, water 
and waste treatment plants.  Students who are interested in electrical/ In-
strumentation technology are encouraged to take courses such as Jumpstart 
to Engineering or Basic Electronics.  

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Electrician……………………….……………..….....….......….$51,880 a year

Electrical and Electronic Engineering Technicians…............…$61,130 a year

Electrical and Electronic Repairer……………….…….....……$47,176 a year

EXPLORING CAREERS

COMPUTER SCIENCES

A major in the computer sciences offers jobs in engineering tech, computer 
networking, computer security, video game design, artificial intelligence, 
virtual reality and cyber security.  Students who are interested in computer 
science are encouraged to take courses such as  Java Programming, Explor-
ing Computer Science, and AP Computer Science Principles .  

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Computer Programmer……………………….…...………….$60,891 a year

Software Developer………………………………......….……$69,309 a year

Web Developer………………………….……….…....………$58,340 a year
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ENGINEERING

Engineers design and oversee the construction of the structures, vehicles, 
devices, and processes that solve the technological problems facing society.  
Engineers look over products, do tests, and collect data.  Majors found in 
engineering include mechanical engineering, civil engineering, electrical 
engineering, aerospace engineering, and industrial engineering, to name 
a few.   Students who are interested in engineering are encouraged to take 
courses such as Jumpstart to Engineering or Basic Electronics .  

POSSIBLE CAREERS

Mechanical Engineering……...………......………………….$76,375 a year

Civil Engineering………………….………….....……………$72,798 a year

Electrical Engineering ………………………….........….……$89,708 a year

PHYSICS

If you have a passion for understanding how things work and enjoy scientific 
experiments and math, then you should study physics.  This major will intro-
duce students to many areas of study including engineering, physics, chem-
istry, astronomy, geology, and certain specialized majors such as architecture.  
Physicists find employment in a variety of settings including government 
funded labs, Wall Street, medical physics facilities and high-tech industries.   
Students who are interested in physics are encouraged to take courses such 
as AP physics or Jumpstart to Engineering .
  
POSSIBLE CAREERS

Chemical physicist……………….…….……………...………….$94,350 a year

Nuclear physicist………………….…………….………………$112,090 a year

Astronaut…………….…….………………………....…………$103,219 a year

EXPLORING CAREERS
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•	 CAREER CENTER
•	 COUNSELING
•	 MATH LAB
•	 STUDENT STORE
•	 REGISTRAR
•	 ADMINISTRATION
•	 PATHWAY MENTORS

     Join the Academies and the College and Career Center for one of our career focus 
events. At these events, we invite community members from different careers to share 
what their  job is about, discuss the education involved, and answer your questions. 
Listen in the announcements and look out for posters to find out when the events will 
be held and what careers will be highlighted.

STUDENT SERVICES

 

Map - Freedom High School 
  



FREEDOM HIGH SCHOOL
1050 NEROLY RD

OAKLEY, CA 94561
(925) 625-5900

http://libertyunion.schoolwires.net

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

The local educational agency (i.e., Liberty Union High School District) adopted (has) a policy that prohibits discrimination, ha-
rassment, intimidation, and bullying based on actual or perceived ancestry, age, color, disability, gender, gender identity, gender 
expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation or association with a person or a group with one or more 
of these actual or perceived characteristics. Additionally, the local agency must have the following in their policies (and practices) 
in place:     The policy shall include the following: a) statement that it applies to all acts related to school activity or school atten-
dance within a school under the jurisdiction of the superintendent of the school district.     b) Requires that school personnel 
take immediate steps to intervene when it is safe to do so and when he or she witnesses an act of discrimination, harassment, 
intimidation or bullying.  Legal Citations: Education Code [EC] §§ 200, 220, 221.5, 234.1, 260; Government Code [GC] § 11135; 
Penal Code [PC] § 422.55; California Code of Regulations, Title 5 (5 CCR) §§ 4900, 4902, 4960.


