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Warrants and Subpoenas that May Be Used by Immigration Enforcement Officers 

This document is intended to assist school site administrators in identifying the types of authority that may be 
provided by immigration officers making requests for access at school sites. It is not intended as legal advice.  

Guidance on responding to federal warrants, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) administrative 
warrants, administrative subpoenas, federal judicial subpoenas, and court orders can be found in the California 
Attorney General Guidance and Model Policies to Assist California’s K-12 Schools in Responding to Immigration 
Issue, pages 25-27.  

Annotated samples of these authority types are provided on pages 2 -5 of this document.  

Consult with the local educational agency (LEA) legal counsel before using this document with staff. 

1. This document is not intended as legal advice. LEAs should work with their legal counsel to adopt written 
procedures for responding to each authority type. 

2. These procedures should anticipate and provide guidance for circumstances which could require site 
administrator to act before being able to consult with the superintendent/designee or legal counsel. Some of 
the possible scenarios include: 

a. An immigration officer asserting that they are unwilling to wait for the site administrator to contact the 
LEA’s superintendent/designee and/or legal counsel before acting on a federal warrant. 

b. An immigration officer asserting that they have the authority to act immediately without providing 
proper evidence of that authority and without declaring that exigent circumstances exist. 

c. The presentation of a federal search and seizure warrant that includes one or more of the following 
errors: 

i. The name of the person to be searched is not correct 
ii. The address of the location to be searched is not correct 

iii. The warrant is presented after the date by which it was required to be executed 
iv. The warrant has not been signed or does not indicate that it was signed by a judge or magistrate 

judge. 
d. The document or court order that is provided does not match those described in this document. 
e. An immigration officer is intent on using a federal arrest warrant to arrest a suspect on campus while 

school is in session. 

Related Resources 

• California Attorney General Guidance and Model Policies to Assist California’s K-12 Schools in Responding 
to Immigration Issue 

• California Attorney General Quick Reference Guide for School Officials 
• Immigration Officer Incident Report  
• Immigration Resources for Educators and School Leaders 

https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/bcj/school-guidance-model-k12.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/bcj/school-guidance-model-k12.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/bcj/school-guidance-model-k12.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/bcj/school-guidance-model-k12.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/sites/all/files/agweb/pdfs/bcj/school-guidance-model-k12.pdf
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/attachments/press-docs/Quick%20Reference%20for%20School%20Officials.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1737659889/sdcoenet/juv63ccmg1ivy90gobj8/Immigration-Officer-Incident-Report.pdf
https://www.sdcoe.net/students/resources-guide-library/post/%7Eboard/resource-library/post/immigration
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