EVERGREEN PARK COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 231
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
January 23, 2024

The January 23, 2024, regular meeting of the Board of Education of Evergreen Park Community High School District
231 was held at Evergreen Park Community High School in the Professional Development Room.

1.
2.

Call to Order. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Mary Zofkie.

Roll Call. On roll call, the following members were physically present: Mrs. Mary Zofkie, Mrs. Maryann Kutschke,
Mr. Mike Kress, Ms. Merikay Marzoni, Mr. Larry Symanski. Absent: Mr. Tom Marsan, Mr. Tom Schergen. Also
physically present: Mr. Thomas O’Malley, Superintendent; Mr. Matt Dugan, Principal; Mr. Terry Masterson, Facilities
Director; Student Ambassadors Micky Joyce and Shyair Rowser.

Pledge of Allegiance. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mrs. Zofkie.

Communications. Mrs. Zofkie encouraged attendance at the Karaoke Showdown on January 31 at 7 p.m. at
EPCHS. All proceeds will benefit AERO.

Mrs. Zofkie read a statement announcing that the Board has accepted a letter from Superintendent Tom O’Malley
stating his intent to retire in June 2024. She expressed the Board’s appreciation to Mr. O’Malley for his years of
service to the District.

There were no comments from the audience.
Approval of Minutes.

5.1. December 19, 2023. A motion was made by Mr. Kress, seconded by Ms. Marzoni, to approve the open and
closed session minutes of the Board meeting on December 19, 2023. Motion carried on a roll call vote.

Yes: Mrs. Zofkie, Mrs. Kutschke, Mr. Kress, Ms. Marzoni, Mr. Symanski
Principal’s Report.
6.1. Achievements. Mr. Dugan commented on:
¢ lllinois State Scholar Breakfast on December 19, honoring 18 students and their parents/guardians.

e January 8, 2024, institute day under the coordination of Meg Schillo, Carol McCormick, and Rob
McCarthy. Presentations were given by Vicky Tracy, Michelle Vucsko, Mike Thomas, Colleen McWalter,
Jen O’Connor, and Jim Smith.

e Leadership lock-in on January 19.
¢ Honor roll status for first term was earned by 519 students, which is 57% of the student body.

e Coach of the Year recognition for cheerleading coach Rachael Mayo and wrestling coach Ron
Zimmerman.

e Junior student Francesca Canon’s volunteer work with the lllinois Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary,
Midlothian Chapter. She was named Junior Member of the Year for 2 consecutive years.

6.2. Student Ambassador Report. The student ambassadors reported on:
¢ A smooth transition to e-learning during the severe weather.
¢ A successful Leadership lock-in event.
¢ Winning two conference championships.

¢ The letter from Little Company of Mary Hospital following the December Madrigal performance at the
hospital.

e Honor roll and encouraging students to try to achieve honor roll.

e The State Scholars breakfast.
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6.3. Presentations.

¢ Director of Special Education Mary Kerrigan provided an overview of the Special Education Department.
Her report covered the following topics:

o A comparison of IEPs and 504 plans, showing differences and similarities.
o Other services provided, i.e., ELL, homebound tutoring, College Board accommodations

o Trainings provided to teachers and staff covering co-teaching, crisis plan and prevention, and ELL
accommodations and supports.

o Incoming students with IEPs, 504s, and bilingual students.

¢ Director of Technology Jim Donato focused his report on the replacement of cameras and servers. He
explained the necessity for upgrading both at this time and the advantages gained by doing so.
Upgrades for the audio system in the band and choir rooms and small gym are also planned.

Facility Director’s Report. Mr. Masterson reported that the final contracts for the 2023-24 capital projects are being
reviewed. Projects include the pool roof, replacement of the turf field, renovation of four locker rooms, and pool
repairs and the sports complex. He also reported that the District’s application for a $50,000 maintenance grant was
approved.

Superintendent’s Report. Mr. O’'Malley began his report with comments:
e Congratulations were extended to Mr. Dugan on the arrival of his daughter over the winter break.
¢ He commended the staff and students for the seamless adjustment to e-learning during the severe weather days.

e He recommended support for the upcoming Karaoke Showdown and the musical comedy Something’s Rotten! On
February 16, 17, and 18.

e The custodians were recognized and thanked for the great job they did to remove snow and provide a safe
campus during the severe weather.

8.1. Monthly Financial Report. This month’s bills of $715,100 are in line with the budget.

8.2. Property Tax Relief Grant. Following Mr. O’'Malley’s summary of the history of the Property Tax Relief
Grant, a motion was made by Mr. Symanski, seconded by Mr. Kress, to approve the 2024 Property Tax
Relief Grant and the resolution partially abating the 2023 tax levy as a result of the grant. Motion carried on
roll call vote.

Yes: Mrs. Zofkie, Mrs. Kutschke, Mr. Kress, Ms. Marzoni, Mr. Symanski

8.3. Overnight Field Trip. Mr. O’'Malley recommended approval on the consent agenda of the overnight field trip
request for Snowball weekend at Camp Manitoqua from March 8 through 10, 2024.

Committee Reports.

e Policy Committee. Mrs. Zofkie highlighted IASB-recommended policy changes in PRESS Issue 113. The Policy
Committee recommends Board approval of the IASB and committee-recommended changes on the consent
agenda.

e AERO. Mrs. Zofkie reported that the security system is installed and active. She also reported that as part of the
federal lunch program, AERO is required to go out for bid.

e SCOPE. Mr. O’'Malley reported that a review of potential legislative bills was presented at the SCOPE meeting.
Cook County schools are working to be exempted from a bill that would require paid leave time.

e |ASB. Mrs. Kutschke mentioned the required training the Board is registered to complete and the new law
requiring the inclusion of instruction on Native American history.

e Foundation. Mr. Kress reported that the fundraiser was successful, and the golf outing will be at Coyote Run on
June 7 with a registration fee of $150. Spotlighting scholarship recipients and how they benefitted in an effort to
encourage students to apply for scholarships was discussed.

Closed Session. At 7:44 p.m., a motion was made by Ms. Marzoni, seconded by Mr. Kress, to recess to closed
session regarding the appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance or dismissal of an
employee, and collective bargaining. Motion carried on roll call vote.

Yes: Mrs. Zofkie, Mrs. Kutschke, Mr. Kress, Ms. Marzoni, Mr. Symanski



11.

12.

13.

14,

15.

January 23, 2024

Open Session. At 8:22 p.m., a motion was made by Mr. Kress, seconded by Ms. Marzoni, to reconvene in open
session. Motion carried unanimously on voice vote.

Action Items.

12.1. Employment: Paraprofessional. A motion was made by Mr. Symanski, seconded by Ms. Marzoni, to
approve employment, contingent upon successful completion of pre-employment requirements, of Patrick
Doran as a full-time paraprofessional and Abby Callahan as a part-time paraprofessional. Motion carried
on roll call vote.

Yes: Mrs. Zofkie, Mrs. Kutschke, Mr. Kress, Ms. Marzoni, Mr. Symanski

12.2. Approval: Volunteer. A motion was made by Ms. Marzoni, seconded by Mr. Symanski, to approve Joe
Mallon as a track coach volunteer, contingent upon successful completion of a criminal background check.
Motion carried on roll call vote.

Yes: Mrs. Zofkie, Mrs. Kutschke, Mr. Kress, Ms. Marzoni, Mr. Symanski

Consent Agenda. A motion was made by Mr. Symanski, seconded by Mr. Kress, to approve the consent agenda to
include:

Payroll:  December 15, 2023: $576,775.88
December 31, 2023: $508,653.56

o Monthly Bill List: $715,100.89 (Education Fund: $579,705.11; Building Fund: $98,408.43; Debt Service Fund:
$2,583.25; Transportation Fund: $34,404.10; Capital Projects Fund: $0; Tort Fund: $0; Life Safety Fund: $0)

. Snowball overnight trip to Camp Manitoqua from March 8-10, 2024

. Policy Committee summary notes

. PRESS Issue 113 as recommended by the Policy Committee and IASB
Motion carried on roll call vote.

Yes: Mrs. Zofkie, Mrs. Kutschke, Mr. Kress, Ms. Marzoni, Mr. Symanski

Announcements. The next Board meeting will be held on February 27, 2024, at 7 p.m. in the Professional
Development Room.

Adjournment. At 8:26 p.m., a motion was made by Ms. Marzoni, seconded by Mr. Kress, to adjourn the meeting.
Motion carried unanimously on voice vote.

President

Secretary

Sheri Sochacki
Recording Secretary



