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Section 504: FAQs Continued…. 
11. Is an impairment that is episodic or in remission a disability under Section 504?

Yes, under certain circumstances.  In the Amendments Act, Congress clarified that an impairment that is
episodic or in remission is a disability if it would substantially limit a major life activity when active.  A
student with such an impairment is entitled to a free appropriate public education under Section 504.

12. If a student is eligible for services under both the IDEA and Section 504, must a school district
develop both an individualized education program (IEP) under the IDEA and a Section 504 plan
under Section 504?

No. If a student is eligible under IDEA, he or she must have an IEP. Under the Section 504 regulations, one
way to meet Section 504 requirements for a free appropriate public education is to implement an IEP.

13. What is the receiving school district's responsibility under Section 504 toward a student with a
Section 504 plan who transfers from another district?

If a student with a disability transfers to a district from another school district with a Section 504 plan, the
receiving district should review the plan and supporting documentation. If a group of persons at the
receiving school district, including persons knowledgeable about the meaning of the evaluation data and
knowledgeable about the placement options determines that the plan is appropriate, the district is required
to implement the plan. If the district determines that the plan is inappropriate, the district is to evaluate the
student consistent with the Section 504 procedures at 34 C.F.R. 104.35 and determine which educational
program is appropriate for the student.  There is no Section 504 bar to the receiving school district honoring
the previous IEP during the interim period.  Information about IDEA requirements when a student transfers
is available from the Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services
at http://idea.ed.gov/explore/view/p/%2Croot%2Cdynamic%2CQaCorner%2C3%2C

14. Must a recipient school district obtain parental consent prior to conducting an initial evaluation?

Yes. OCR has interpreted Section 504 to require districts to obtain parental permission for initial
evaluations. If a district suspects a student needs or is believed to need special instruction or related
services and parental consent is withheld, the IDEA and Section 504 provide that districts may use due
process hearing procedures to seek to override the parents' denial of consent for an initial evaluation.

15. What procedural safeguards are required under Section 504?

Recipient school districts are required to establish and implement procedural safeguards that include
notice, an opportunity for parents to review relevant records, an impartial hearing with opportunity for
participation by the student's parents or guardian, representation by counsel and a review procedure.

16. What is a recipient school district's responsibility under Section 504 to provide information to
parents and students about its evaluation and placement process?

Section 504 requires districts to provide notice to parents explaining any evaluation and placement
decisions affecting their children and explaining the parents' right to review educational records and appeal
any decision regarding evaluation and placement through an impartial hearing.
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