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Pre-
Presentation
Survey

Please take a few moments to complete 
this brief (5 question) pre-presentation 
survey from the Chattahoochee High 
School counseling department.

Thank you!

https://forms.gle/3Wt4N1VQiUyeUrek7



Our Chattahoochee High School 
Community

42 languages spoken

62 countries of origin

We are proud of our diverse 
student population and 
community. As a counseling 
department, we are committed to 
serving ALL students and 
supporting them in their post-
secondary planning.



Overview

• Background information

• Types of student financial aid

• Residency/Citizenship status and financial aid options

• Scholarships & available resources

• Examples & FAQs

• How can your counselor help?

• Resource lists

Please note:

Information presented here is 

intended to support student and 

family decisions regarding college 

financial aid. It is not intended to be 

legal or financial advice. Please 

consult your legal and financial 

advisors regarding your specific 

circumstances.



State and Federal Laws
on Student Financial Aid

• Supreme Court case Plyler v. Doe (1984): provides a federal guarantee to all K-12 students in the United States for a public 
education. This means that anyone in the United States regardless of citizenship or residency status is entitled to a free, public K-12 
education. Postsecondary policies are left to a state-by-state basis for both financial aid and application requirements.

• Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1998 determines citizenship requirements for both federal and state levels.

• Georgia Senate Bill (S.B.) 492, signed into law on May 14, 2008, requires the state’s undocumented students, including DACA 
recipients, to pay out-of-state tuition.

• Georgia Board of Regents Policy 4.1.6 prohibits undocumented students from enrolling in any University of Georgia institution that 
did not admit all academically qualified applicants in the two most recent academic years, except for cases where the institution 
rejected the student for non-academic reasons. This includes: Georgia Institute of Technology, Georgia College & State University, 
University of Georgia.

• Georgia House Bill (H.B.) 444, signed into law in April 2020, allows students, regardless of their immigration status, to participate in 
dual enrollment programs at no cost.

http://www.legis.ga.gov/legislation/en-US/display/20072008/SB/492
https://www.usg.edu/policymanual/section4/C327/
http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20192020/HB/444


Types of Financial Aid

Students often use a combination of the following types of financial aid, 

depending on eligibility and need. 

Items with asterisks are typically the best sources for international students.

• Federal Aid

• State Aid

** Institutional Aid

** Scholarships

** Private loans



Federal Aid

Largest source of student financial aid. Aid is based primarily on 
financial need. Includes Pell Grants, Federal Loans and Work-
Study programs. 

Eligibility is determined through the FAFSA (Free Application for 
Federal Student Aid), which requires a social security number or 
residency documentation to complete.

Available to US citizens or those with certain immigration 
status, such as legal permanent residency (“green card”).

For more information, visit

Studentaid.gov



Georgia State-Based Aid

HOPE and Zell Miller scholarships for Georgia residents who have met 
academic requirements and attend in-state colleges.  Many other 
grant and scholarship programs are offered for specific situations.

In-state tuition is offered to Georgia residents attending in-state 
schools.

Dual Enrollment program is offered to all high school students to 
receive up to 30 college credits from a Georgia postsecondary 
institution. (Available regardless of residency or immigration status)

For more information, visit

Gafutures.org



Institutional Aid

Institutional aid is financial aid specific to the 

college or university you are applying to.

Each institution has its own policies and 

requirements for their financial aid.

To find out more about specific institutional aid, 

visit the college’s financial aid website.



Scholarships

Scholarships are awarded by a variety of organizations and 

institutions. Each organization sets the eligibility and 

requirements for their scholarships.

Scholarships do not have to be repaid.

There are many resources and websites that list available 

scholarships. Students typically have to apply separately to 

each scholarship they would like to apply for.

For more information, see resource 

slides at end of presentation.



Private loans

Private loans are offered by various banks and financial 

institutions. 

Private student loans are interest bearing and the terms are set 

by the specific lending institution. 

Lending institutions typically view credit scores when considering 

rates and terms of the loan. Some require a parent co-signer for 

student loans, and some require a US citizen to be the cosigner.

For more information, visit

www.finaid.org/loans



US Citizen

(holds US passport 

or birth certificate)

Legal Permanent 

Resident

(has a green card)

Visa Holder

(Valid, non-expired 

visa)

Undocumented 

Resident

(no documentation 

or pending 

application)

Federal Aid YES YES NO NO

State Aid YES YES NO NO

Georgia Hope, 

Federal Pell, 

and other 

grants.

YES YES NO NO

In-State Tuition YES, if student 

is Georgia 

resident

YES, if student 

is Georgia 

resident

In rare cases-

depends on 

visa

NO

Private Loans YES, depends 

on eligibility 

set by lender.

YES, depends 

on eligibility 

set by lender.

YES, depends 

on eligibility 

set by lender.

YES, depends 

on eligibility 

set by lender.

Institutional 

Aid

YES YES Depends on 

visa and 

school’s policy

Depends on 

school’s policy

Scholarships Depends on 

eligibility 

requirements

Depends on 

eligibility 

requirements

Depends on 

eligibility 

requirements

Depends on 

eligibility 

requirements.

Financial Aid 
Opportunities

This chart summarizes the 
availability of different types 
of financial aid based on a 
student’s citizenship or 
residency status.

**Please note, this chart is 
based on the student’s 
residency, not his or her 
parents’ residency status.



Financial Aid Application 
timeline

This is the 
general process 
and timeline for 
applying for 
college financial 
aid. Every 
person’s situation 
will be different, 
so this is an 
overall guideline.

• Junior Year: 

• Take ACT/SAT

• Research college opportunities

• Determine residency/citizenship status

• Create a list of potential colleges

• Consider enrolling in Dual Enrollment courses for college credit

• Senior Year:

• Consider enrolling in Dual Enrollment courses for college credit

• Apply to desired colleges

• Complete FAFSA (if eligible), CSS or ISFAA

• Research institutional aid opportunities

• Apply for outside scholarships

• Apply for student loans (as needed)



Georgia In-State Tuition

Georgia state law mandates that any non-
US citizen, with the exception of certain 
non-citizens, must pay out-of-state tuition 
to attend public universities in Georgia.

Board of Regents Policy Manual

This applies to any USG institution, 
including two year colleges and four year 
universities.

This does not apply to private institutions.

Students with undocumented 
residency:

House Bill 4.1.6 passed in 2010 bans 
undocumented students from enrolling in the 
following colleges in Georgia:

• University of Georgia

• Georgia Tech

• Georgia College and State University

Students who are not citizens AND do not have 
legal residency may not be admitted to the 
schools on this list.

https://www.usg.edu/policymanual/section4/C329/#:~:text=An%20independent%20student%20who%20has,in%2Dstate%20for%20tuition%20purposes.


Georgia In-State Tuition

From Board of 
Regents Policy 

7.3.1.1

**Verification of Lawful 
Presence is required for 

all admitted students 
requesting in-state 

tuition**



Selecting 
visual aids

Enhancing your presentation

Tuition Rates for 

USG schools

2024-25 

School Year



Verification of 
Lawful 
Presence

Example from Georgia State 
Admissions Website



Institutional Aid

• In order to apply for institutional aid at 
a college or university, students may 
need to complete one of the following 
forms. Requirements will depend on 
each institution.

• ISFAA

• International Student Financial 
Aid Application

• CSS Profile (from CollegeBoard)

• FAFSA (if eligible)



Examples of Institutional Aid



USG Resources 
for International Students

Refer to the USG 
website for detailed 
information and 
support for 
international 
students.

https://www.usg.edu/international_education



Scholarship Search Sites

•Naviance (access through student ClassLink)
•Scholarships.com
•Collegeboard.org
•Fastweb.com
•Edupass.org 



Helpful Tips for Finding Scholarships

STEP #1: Know the Different Types of Scholarships for International Students
Need-based: Exclusively for students from socioeconomically disadvantaged (low-income) 

backgrounds. Each scholarship program defines need differently, so read the eligibility 

criteria carefully. You may need to provide supporting documents to qualify.

Academic merit: For students who demonstrate outstanding academic performance or 

potential. Eligibility is often restricted to students with certain GPA or other evidence of 

academic distinction.

Membership in an underrepresented or specific group: for students who meet specific 

demographic criteria. For example, students from a particular country or region or 

individuals with particular immigration status.

School-based eligibility: For students enrolled or accepted at a particular school.

Major/degree based eligibility: For students accepted or enrolled in a specified major or 

degree program (ex: nursing, business, engineering)

Step #2

Identify Scholarships for which 

You Qualify

Step #3 

Narrow down the list, focusing 

on best matches

Step #4 

Complete application and turn 

in by the deadline 

(from edupass.org)



Organizations/Resources to
Support International Students

• Institute of International Education: nonprofit organization offers searchable scholarship database.

• EducationUSA: sponsored by US Government; provides resources for international students to study in 
U.S.

• NAFSA: Association of International Educators: nonprofit organization that supports international 
educators. Includes searchable database of scholarships.

• Mpower Financing: provides student financing without a co-signer; utilizes credit data from US and 
international sources.

iie.org
educationusa.state.gov
http://www.nafsa.org/
mpowerfinancing.org


eMajor & eCore Programs

• eMajor is provided in partnership with some University System 
of Georgia schools and offers fully online, accredited degree 
programs.

• Provides a fully online degree program with career-field 
preparation in mind. The following degree programs are 
offered:

• Bachelor of Business Administration

• Entrepreneurship certificate

• BS in Criminal Justice

• Data Science

• Financial Technology

• BS in Organizational leadership

• RS to BSN

• eCore is a cooperative agreement between 21 
USG institutions. Students earn credits that can 
be transferred to any USG institution.

• 30+ courses are available and are taught by USG 
instructors

**Application and acceptance to a participating institution is a 

prerequisite to participation in one of these programs.

Program/University $ per credit hour Tuition Category

eCore $159 In-state/Out-of-State 

eMajor $199 In-state/Out-of-State

Perimeter College $359 Out-of-state

Georgia State $980 Out-of-state

Kennesaw State $667 Out-of-state

Cost Comparison



Resources for students 
without legal residency

• Technical schools

• Dual Enrollment

• Scholarships

• Resources/Organizations



Two Year Technical 
Schools

Technical schools do not require proof of lawful 
presence--students without legal residency may 
apply and enroll.

Students who are not US citizens will pay out-of-
state tuition for technical school.

Advantages of technical schools: lower costs of 
tuition, flexible schedules, convenient location, 
and credits can be transferred to 4 year 
institutions.

List of 30+ courses that automatically transfer 
from a Georgia Technical School to the University 
System of Georgia.
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https://www.usg.edu/academic_affairs_handbook/assets/academic_affairs_handbook/docs/TCSGUSGTransfer.pdf


Dual Enrollment

The State of Georgia has approved for 
Georgia students to enroll and receive up to 
30 credits at a participating postsecondary 
institution. The state covers standard 
tuition, mandatory fees, and required 
books.

Dual Enrollment allows students to receive 
college credit at no cost to them during high 
school. 

Dual Enrollment credit will automatically 
transfer to any Georgia institution.

Students without a SS# can create a 
GaFutures account to be used for dual 
enrollment.



Scholarships & Resources for 
students without legal residency

• Freedom University: nonprofit organization that helps undocumented 
students with college application process and scholarships

• Affordable Colleges Online: searchable college guide
• TheDream.US offers scholarships for students without legal residency

• Oglethorpe University is a private Georgia university that partners with 
TheDream.US

• Golden Door Scholars: scholarship fund for undocumented students
• United We Dream: immigrant advocacy group
• My Undocumented Life: resources and information for undocumented 

students

freedom-university.org
http://www.affordablecollegesonline.org/
https://www.thedream.us/
http://www.goldendoorscholars.org/
http://www.unitedwedream.org/
https://mydocumentedlife.org/


Scholarships & Resources for 
Hispanic students without legal 
residency

• Hispanic Association of Scholarships and Universities: A curated list of scholarships and 
grants open to Hispanic students in a range of degree programs.

• Hispanic Heritage: This nonprofit offers a database of scholarship information, available in 
both English and Spanish.

• Association of Latino Professionals for America: ALPFA provides a number of resources 
for Hispanic students, including scholarships.

• LULAC National Educational Service Centers: Created by the League of United Latin 
American Citizens, this foundation provides multiple scholarship programs for Latino 
students at all educational levels.

• Adelante Fund: Part of the U.S. Education Leadership Fund, this foundation offers a variety 
of different scholarships to Hispanic students.

• Hispanic Scholarship Fund: The Hispanic Scholarship Fund offers a diverse range of 
scholarship programs.

• Maldef The MALDEF Scholarship Resource Guide is a free, informative resource guide for 
students, parents, and educators with an extensive list of scholarships, including many that 
do not inquire about immigration status.

From University of North Georgia
Financial Aid Latino Resources

http://www.hacu.net/hacu/Scholarship_Resource_List.asp
http://www.hispanicheritage.org/programs/youth-awards/
http://www.alpfa.org/?page=students
https://www.lnesc.org/
http://www.adelantefund.org/
http://www.hsf.net/
http://www.maldef.org/leadership/scholarships/index.html
https://ung.edu/cost-aid/scholarships/latino-resources.php


Scholarships & Resources for Asian 
students without legal residency

• Prism Foundation for students in community college, university or 
trade school who have shown a history of engagement with the API 
community.

• Foundation 649 for students who are seeking a degree and have 
shown an interest in AAPI community and causes.

• Asian Pacific Fund: scholarships for students from a variety of Asian 
cultural backgrounds

• Korean American Scholarship Foundation: available for students 
from a Korean heritage

https://theprismfoundation.org/scholarships
https://foundation649.com/
https://asianpacificfund.org/what-we-do/scholarships/apply-for-scholarship/
https://www.kasf.org/apply/


Questions on privacy and confidentiality

• Does my school counselor know my residency status?
• No, school counselors do not have access to students’ citizenship or residency status.

• If I choose to share my status, will my school counselor share my residency status?
• No, FERPA (Federal Educational and Privacy Act) requires counselors and school 

personnel to keep student’s information, including citizenship status, private unless 
there is a “need to know” or court order issued.

• Do I need to notify my high school or potential college of my citizenship or residency 
situation?
• While it is not necessary to inform your high school counselor of your status, it may be 

helpful to share so that they can provide assistance if needed.
• It is advised that you be prepared to tell colleges or universities of your status since they 

will ask for your social security number or documentation in the application process in 
order to determine your tuition rate.

• Private schools may or may not require residency information. And most public schools 
already have international and/or undocumented students enrolled and will be 
prepared to answer any questions.



How can my school counselor help?

• Your school counselor is ready to help you with both your college 
application and financial aid application process. They are not able to 
advise you on your specific legal status or financial situation but can 
point you to appropriate resources and information that may help you in 
your decision-making process.

• Please feel free to reach out to your Chattahoochee High School 
counselor and make an appointment to discuss your college planning 
needs.



Post-
Presentation
Survey

Please take a few moments to complete 
this brief (5 question) post-presentation 
survey from the Chattahoochee 
counseling department.https://forms.gle/7TY9wkzZ6LvpPHDdA



Thank you
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