
February 2025 

OTHS ASSESSMENT NEWS 

Illinois State Board of Education requires all students in grades 9, 10, and 11 to participate in certain 

assessments as part of the required accountability testing for public school students.  Your partnership in 

this endeavor increases the success of the experience and is greatly appreciated.  This newsletter 

highlights key dates in March/April, so please mark your calendars and plan accordingly.  Additional 

details for each assessment will be shared as we get closer to test days.  

Students in grade 11 will participate in the ACT with Writing (graduation requirement), students in grade 

10 will participate in the PreACT 10, and students in grade 9 will participate in the PreACT 9. 

Three Key Test Dates 
Wednesday, March 26 

Thursday, April 10 

Tuesday, April 29 (Select Students) 

 

Milburn Campus 

 Wednesday, March 26 — Test Day!  Students dismissed at conclusion of testing. 

 Thursday, April 10 — Shortened Schedule dismissing at 11:30 am.  Buses will run at that time. 

 Tuesday, April 29 — No Impact — Normal Schedule and normal dismissal times.  

 

Smiley Campus  

 Wednesday, March 26 — Shortened Schedule dismissing at 12:00 pm.  Buses will run at that time. 

 Thursday, April 10 — Test Day for sophomores and juniors!  Students dismissed at conclusion of 
testing.  Seniors will not attend unless the exam is needed for graduation.  

 Tuesday, April 29 —  Normal Schedule and normal dismissal times.  A select group of 17-year old 
students (juniors and seniors) may be chosen to take the NAEP exam.  Students not selected will 
follow their regular schedule and dismissal times.  

 

South Campus 

 Wednesday, March 26 — Shortened Schedule dismissing at 12:00 pm.  Buses will run at that time. 

 Thursday, April 10 — Test Day!  Students dismissed at conclusion of testing.  Seniors will not attend. 

 Tuesday, April 29 — No Impact — Normal Schedule and normal dismissal times.  

What is NAEP? 

OTHS was selected to participate in the administration of The National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP) assessment, also known as "The Nation's Report Card." This long-term trend 

assessment is designed to measure student performance in reading or math across the country and 
Illinois School Code mandates participation if selected.  

For this assessment, 50 randomly selected 17-year-old students will participate. The 90-minute exam 
will be administered in a paper-and-pencil format on Tuesday, April 29 at OTHS.  Students selected by 

NAEP will test during 1st and 2nd hour and return to their regular schedule after testing.    



Test Dismissal Times and Bus Schedules 
On testing days, dismissal procedures will differ slightly by campus.  Times below are approximate.  Due to 

unforeseen issues that might arise on test day, there may be delays.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OTHER INFORMATION 
• Attendance is important, and exams are required.  Students need to arrive on time for testing.  

Late students will not be allowed to enter the testing room once testing has begun.   

• Food service for breakfast will be available on all test days.  Lunch will not be served on March 26 
and April 10.  However, on April 10, if students in extended time testing rooms continue beyond 1:00 
pm, a light nutritional lunch will be provided to those students. 

• The Milburn Activity buses will not run on both test days — March 26 and April 10.  

• Sports practices and activities on test days will be determined by individual coaches/advisors and 
occur after 3:00 pm.   

• All exams will be administered digitally and must be taken on school-managed devices. Students with 
a school-issued Chromebook may be required to use their device for testing. Those who are not 
required to bring their school-managed Chromebook will be assigned to a testing room where a device 
will be provided for them.  

• The ACT with Writing is a graduation requirement. Students who are absent on April 10 will be 
scheduled for a make-up test. Make-up tests will not be offered for the PreACT 9 and PreACT 10.  

 Testing Logistics 

Gayle Appel 
Assessment Coordinator 

Testing Accommodations  

Tiffany Schneider 
Director of Special Services 

QUESTIONS 

 
Standard Time  
Testing Rooms 

Extended Time  
Accommodation  
Testing Rooms 

After testing, buses will 
run at …. 

Milburn Campus 

Wednesday, March 26 
Test concludes near 10:30 am 

Test concludes between  

10:30 am and 11:55 am 

10:30 am and a  

second run by 11:55 am * 

At Milburn Campus, students will be dismissed once all standard testing rooms have finished testing.   

Test end times vary depending on approved accommodations.  

Smiley/South Campus 

Wednesday, March 26 
No Testing — Shortened  Schedule — Buses will run at 12:00 pm 

  

Milburn Campus 

Thursday, April 10 
No Testing — Shortened  Schedule — Buses will run at 11:30 am 

Smiley/South Campus 

Thursday, April 10 

Sophomores — Test 

concludes near 11:00 am 

Juniors — Test concludes  

near 12:05 pm 

Seniors do not report! 

Sophomores — Test concludes 

between 11:00 am and 12:25 pm 

Juniors — Test concludes 

between 12:05 pm and 2:30 pm 

Seniors do not report! 

By 12:25 pm and a  

second run by 2:30 pm * 

At Smiley Campus, students testing will be dismissed when all testing has concluded for that individual testing room.  Students 

will be allowed to leave campus if they have a ride or typically walk home.  Students needing to ride the bus will wait in a 

designated area. Test end times vary depending on approved accommodations.  

* Students testing with extended time accommodations will be allowed to move to the next section of the exam once the 
standard time has elapsed and all students in their room have finished. This means that testing end times will vary by room. 
Some extended time rooms may finish at the same time as the standard time rooms, allowing those students to ride the first 

round of buses. However, rooms that continue beyond the standard time will need to wait for the second round of buses, which 
will run as soon as the last extended time room has completed testing.  
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