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Affirmations and Declaration

As the authorized lead petitioner, I, Debi Gooding, hereby certify that the information submitted
in this petition for a California public charter school to be named The Learning Choice Academy
— East County (“TLC-EC” or the “Charter School”), and to be located within the boundaries of
the Grossmont Union High School District (“GUHSD” or the “District”) is true to the best of my
knowledge and belief; T also certify that this petition does not constitute the conversion of a
private school to the status of a public charter school; and further, I understand that if awarded a
charter, the Charter School will follow any and all federal, state, and local laws and regulations
that apply to the Charter School, including but not limited to:

* The Charter School shall meet all statewide standards and conduct the student
assessments required, pursuant to Education Code Section 60605, and any other
statewide standards authorized in statute, or student assessments applicable to students in
non-charter public schools. [Ref. Education Code Section 47605(c)(1)]

* The Learning Choice Academy declares that it shall be deemed the exclusive public
school employer of the employees of The Learning Choice Academy — East County for
purposes of the Educational Employment Relations Act. [Ref. Education Code Section
47605(b)(6)]

e The Charter School shall be non-sectarian in its programs, admissions policies,
employment practices, and all other operations. [Ref. Education Code Section
47605(d)(1)]

e The Charter School shall not charge tuition. [Ref. Education Code Section 47605(d)(1)]

* The Charter School shall admit all students who wish to attend the Charter School; unless
the Charter School receives a greater number of applications than there are spaces for
students, in which case it will hold a public random drawing process to determine
admission. Except as required by Education Code Section 47605(d)(2) and Education
Code Section 51747.3, admission to the Charter School shall not be determined according
to the place of residence of the student or his or her parents within the State. Preference in
the public random drawing shall be given as required by Education Code Section
47605(d)(2)(B)(i)-(iv). In the event of a drawing, the chartering authority shall make
reasonable efforts to accommodate the growth of the Charter School in accordance with
Education Code Section 47605(d)(2)(C). [Ref. Education Code Section 47605(d)(2)(A)-

(©)]

e The Charter School shall not discriminate on the basis of the characteristics listed in
Education Code Section 220 (actual or perceived disability, gender, gender identity,
gender expression, nationality, race or ethnicity, religion, sexual orientation, or any other
characteristic that is contained in the definition of hate crimes set forth in Section 422.55
of the Penal Code, including immigration status, or association with an individual who
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has any of the aforementioned characteristics). [Ref. Education Code Section
47605(d)(1)]

* The Charter School shall adhere to all provisions of federal law related to students with
disabilities including, but not limited to, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973,
Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Improvement Act of 2004.

* The Charter School shall meet all requirements for employment set forth in applicable
provisions of law, including, but not limited to credentials, as necessary. [Ref. Title 5
California Code of Regulations Section 11967.5.1(f)(5)(C)]

* The Charter School shall ensure that teachers in the Charter School hold a Commission
on Teacher Credentialing certificate, permit, or other document equivalent to that which a
teacher in other public schools is required to hold. As allowed by statute, flexibility will
be given to noncore, noncollege preparatory teachers. [Ref. California Education Code
Section 47605(1)]

* The Charter School shall at all times maintain all necessary and appropriate insurance
coverage. -

* The Charter School shall, for each fiscal year, offer at a minimum, the number of minutes
of instruction per grade level as required by Education Code Section 47612.5(a)(1)(A)-
(D).

* If a pupil is expelled or leaves the Charter School without graduating or completing the
school year for any reason, the Charter School shall notify the superintendent of the
school district of the pupil’s last known address within 30 days, and shall, upon request,
provide that school district with a copy of the cumulative record of the pupil, including
report cards or a transcript of grades, and health information. If the pupil is subsequently
expelled or leaves the school district without graduating or completing the school year for
any reason, the school district shall provide this information to the Charter School within
30 days if the Charter School demonstrates that the pupil had been enrolled in the Charter
School. [Ref. Education Code Section 47605(d)(3)] '

* The Charter School may encourage parental involvement, but shall notify the parents and
guardians of applicant pupils and currently enrolled pupils that parental involvement is
not a requirement for acceptance to, or continued enrollment at, the Charter School. [Ref.
Education Code Section 47605(n)]

® The Charter School shall maintain accurate and contemporaneous written records that
document all pupil attendance and make these records available for audit and inspection.
[Ref. Education Code Section 47612.5(a)(2)]
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° The Charter School shall, on a regular basis, consult with its parents and teachers
regarding the Charter School's education programs. [Ref. Education Code Section
47605(c)]

s The Charter School shall comply with any applicable jurisdictional limitations to the
locations of its facilities. [Ref. Education Code Sections 47605 and 47605.1]

» The Charter School shall comply with all laws establishing the minimum and maximum
age for public school enrollment. [Ref. Education Code Sections 47612(b) and 47610]

* The Charter School shall comply with all applicable portions of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (“ESEA”), as reauthorized and amended by the Every Student
Succeeds Act (“ESSA”).

* The Charter School shall comply with the Public Records Act.
e The Charter School shall comply with the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act.
e The Charter School shall comply with the Ralph M. Brown Act.

* The Charter School shall meet or exceed the legally required minimum number of school
days. [Ref. Title 5 California Code of Regulations Section 11960]

Debi Gooding Date
Executive Director
The Learning Choice Academy
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INTRODUCTION

The Learning Choice Academy (“TLC”) is a nonprofit public benefit corporation that currently
operates a charter school, also named The Learning Choice Academy, in the San Diego Unified
School District. Through this new charter petition, TLC seeks to establish a charter school
authorized by the governing board of the Grossmont Union High School District. Over the past
10 years TLC has become a fixture in the community of Grossmont Union High School District
and San Diego County. TLC has cultivated many positive relationships with individuals,
families, nonprofit organizations, government agencies, and private industry. Enrollment has
been growing and staying steady around 350 students. Many of our students gradated from TLC
and are now active members in our school and the Grosmmont school district community. The
school is proud of its role in the community and continues to seek excellence.

TLC is an independent study, academic program serving grades transitional kindergarten through
12. Every TLC student enjoys the benefits of a personalized learning plan, one-on-one attention
from teachers, individualized college and career planning, and a flexible schedule that meets
their academic and personal needs. TLC teachers are committed to partnering with parents to
provide a personalized and rigorous academic experience for each student.

TLC serves a unique student population because they have not been successful in the traditional
school system. The focus of TLC is to improve student learning, offer a safe learning
environment, and provide qualified faculty and staff to our student population. This infuses high
expectations for each student and helps teachers become partners in the process of transforming
the lives of students.

Founding Group

Debi Gooding
Executive Director, Founder of The Learning Choice Academy of East County

Debi Gooding has been in Education for over 20 years, has been involved in Charter schools
since 2001. Debi has a Masters in Educational Leadership and is currently the Executive Director
of The Learning Choice Academy of San Diego since 2010 and a founding teacher in 2004. Debi
has been School Site Lead, Staff Board Representative, Assistant Director and on the WASC
committee.

Mary Leeds
Assistant Director

Mary Leeds has been in Education for 18 years, has been involved in Charter Schools since
2002. Mary has her Doctorate in Education and is currently the Assistant Director of The
Learning Choice Academy of San Diego since 2010 and a founding teacher in 2004. Mary has
years of experience in the South Bay Dist. and knowledge of ELL learners. Mary has been
CELDT/EL coordinator, School Site Lead, and a Staff Board Representative. Mary has sat on a
panel of experts for English Learners at CDE to review CELDT test items and is on the WASC
committee.

R P I et
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Jeff Fechner
Dean of Students

Jeff Fechner has been in the field of education for 15 years and has been with TLC since 2005.
Jeff has Masters degrees in Education and Psychology and currently serves as the Dean of
Students, where he oversees assessment, accountability, student services, and serves as the
WASC Chair.

Renee Olmeda
Marketing and Events

Renee Olmeda currently serves as the Student Activities Coordinator for The Learning Choice
Academy. She has a Bachelor's of Arts degree in Communication with an emphasis in public
relations and business management from the University of Maryland. She has been involved with
charter schools since 2000 and has been employed with TLC since the school was founded in
2004, Her responsibilities and expertise include parent and student engagement, research,
budget, contracts negotiation, advertising, and school-wide communication. Prior to joining the
education field, Renee worked in corporate businesses and has experience in community
relations, promotions, marketing, grant writing, strategic planning and consumer research.

Laura Moreno
ELL Coordinator

Laura has been in education for over 30 years. She has Bachelor’s Degree in Liberal Studies and
a Multiple Subjects Credential with a bilingual emphasis in Spanish/English. Laura also has a
Master Degree on Educational Leadership and an Administrative Credential. Laura is also
certified as a Project GLAD (Guided Language Acquisition Design) trainer at the State Level in
Orange County Office of Education. Laura has worked in the south bay districts, county office of
Education and is now enjoying working with charter schools. She is currently the English
Learner Coordinator, BTSA coach and assist with CELDT training and provides professional
development for all TLC resource centers.

Ana Knudsen
Resource Administrative Lead /Educational Partner/ Teacher

Ana Knudsen has been in Education for 17 years, has been involved in Charter Schools for 8
years. Ana has her Master's Degree in Education with an emphasis in bilingual and bicultural
education. Ana also has her single subject in English and Spanish. Ana was awarded the
Leadership in Biliteracy award for my district through SDCOE.

Celina M. Cunningham
Board President
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Celina has been involved with charter schools for 9 years and has been with TLC for 9 years.
She is serving her eighth year on the TLC school board and currently serves as board president.
Celina has an A.A. degree and has been involved in the business world for 34 years and currently
operates her own successful business.

Table A.1: Founder and Consultant Expertise Areas
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Overview of The Learning Choice Academy — East County Program

TLC has already set a new standard for Personalized Learning school excellence in California
through its existing charter school. Now, TLC seeks to expand its program to TLC-EC students
who will benefit from top-quality curriculum that combines the best in print, research, real
experience and technology to meet all Common Core State Standards (*CCSS”). Each student
shall have a Personalized Learning Plan and a qualified California-certified teacher working
collaboratively with a curriculum specialist to tailor the curriculum to meet that student’s
individual learning needs.

TLC-EC shall be a learning community that connects students, educational partners, and families
through face-to-face interaction. TLC-EC students and their families can count on sophisticated
support for their curriculum, special education, and learning management needs, so that their
focus on achievement need never waver. TLC-EC shall serve students in grades K-12 throughout
San Diego and adjacent counties.

TLC-EC is tailor-made for a diverse array of children who would benefit from a quality
alternative to the traditional brick-and-mortar classroom. These include students whose families
seek direct involvement in their education or who have opted for a multiple learning
environment; children who are homebound due to illness or disability; “exceptional” children
who are far ahead of or far behind their peers in school; young people pursuing artistic or athletic
careers that require a flexible school schedule; students in group homes or institutions; and
students at risk of academic failure who may particularly benefit from intensive, personalized
instruction.

At the core of TLC-EC’s rigorous curriculum are selected elements of recognized publishers of
state-adopted textbooks including Glencoe, McGraw-Hill, Pearson, and Great Source. TLC-EC
has aligned these elements with the CCSS and has then built upon them with both proprietary
interactive content and selected supplemental material to assure complete coverage. TLC-EC’s
unique Personalized Learning facilitates the effective delivery of instruction via an optimal
combination of student connection, parent participation, and staff guidance. The Events
Coordinator facilitates enriching in-person community activities to round out the comprehensive
learning experience.

The ultimate focus of the “Personalized Learning” TLC-EC instructional model is student
achievement. Students will master the core subjects of reading/language arts, mathematics,
science and social studies through a challenging curriculum that meets CCSS and will be
prepared to excel on the California state assessments. Students will also be given opportunities
for enrichment in Visual and Performing Arts, Physical Education, and a variety of other elective
subjects.

Accomplishments of The Learning Choice Academy (San Diego)

*  Over the last three years, TLC has maintained a 99% attendance rate.
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* In the second year of the administration of the Smarter Balanced Assessments, 49% of
students at our East County Resource Center met or exceeded the standards in English
Language Arts, which is on par with state average.

* TLC continues to improve their elementary school two-day support program in order to
provide more instruction in ELA and Math. A new curriculum was adopted in Language
Arts and Math to meet the academic needs or our elementary school students and to align
with the CCSS.

* For students in grades six through twelve, we improved our two-day support program so
students are more accountable to single subject matter teachers. We have also added
higher-level mathematics, science, college preparatory electives and STEM courses.

* Seventy percent (70%) of enrolled students at our East County Resource Center are
currently taking at least one support study group.

* The adoption of Project Lead the Way has produced an added element to mathematics
using real world application as well as support for meeting CCSS in mathematics and
science. Currently La Mesa Resource Center has thirty (30) students enrolled in the
engineering program, which offers articulation agreements with San Diego State
University, San Jose State University and Cal Poly Pomona.

* The use of technology in Resource Center study groups has increased substantially. Each
classroom boasts a smart board and each resource center now has a computer lab
available for use. There is also a 2-1 Chromebook ratio.

* Professional development for teachers has increased and has been tied specifically to
meeting our areas of critical need CCSS and NGSS.

* East County Resource Center has increased enrollment by three (3%) percent during the
last 5 years.

* TLC provides a plethora of extra curricular activities including fieldtrips, parent
education workshops, curriculum fairs, field days, and high school social events.

* WASC accreditation: TLC was given a second six-year term with a one-day check-in at
the three-year mark.

* TLC was given the CALPADS Data Management Recognition Award in 2016-2017 for
quality of data management.
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The Learning Choice Academy Academic Achievement Data

This data was pulled from Dataquest and represents The Learning Choice Academy’s entire
student enrollment.

Dropout Rate

2013-2014 through 2015-2016
Name 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016
State 11.5 10.7 9.8
County 9.7 8.3 8.0
TLC- 4.9 T2 2l

TLC’s overall dropout has fluctuated over the last three years, but the most recent schoolwide
dropout rate compares favorably to the San Diego County dropout rate and the state dropout rate,
which is significant considering the transient and demographics of the population we serve.

Graduation Rate

Graduation Rate

2013-2014 through 2015-2016

Name 2013-2014 2014-2015 2015-2016
State 81.0 82.3 83.2
County 79.7 81.8 81.7

TLC 85.2 86.8 80.9

Many students in high school transfer to TLC 1 or more semesters behind. Despite these
academic deficits, TLC continues to graduate students at a rate on par with the county and state.

Suspension and Expulsion Rates

As an independent study school, TLC provides a safe and personalized educational setting for
students who are in need of an alternative to traditional education. TLC provides a setting for
students to focus on education limits the distractions, which may have negatively impacted
students in a traditional setting.

Suspension Rate

2014-2015 through 2016-2017
Name 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017
State 3.8 3.7 3.6
County 3.0 27 2.8
L 0.0 0.5 0.0
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_Expulsion Rate

2014-2015 through 2016-2017
Name 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017
State 0.09 0.09 0.09
County 0.07 0.06 0.06
TLC- 0 0 0
CAASPP Scores
' TLC-EC English Language Arts CAASPP scores
2016 2017
Standard Exceeded 14% 21%
Standard Met 35% 30%
Standard Nearly Met 25% 26%
Standard Not Met 26% 23%

TLC-EC increased the percentage of students who met or exceeded standard by 2% in ELA.
Most significantly TLC-EC increased the number of students exceeding standard by 7%.

TLC-EC Math CAASPP scores

2016 2017
Standard Exceeded 4% 5%
Standard Met 15% 16%
Standard Nearly Met 32% 29%
Standard Not Met 49% 50%

TLC-EC increased the percentage of students who met or exceeded standard by 2% in
Mathematics.

English Learners RFEP Rate

'RFEP Rate

2014-201S through 2016-2017
Name 2014-2015 2015-2016 2016-2017
State 11.0 11.2 14.6
County 10.5 12.3 14.9
TLC- 12.3 20.7 16.5
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College-bound Students
_ Count of Students Enrolled in College at Any Time During the First Year After

_ High School

Total in the Class 2012 2015
Total Class Enrollment 42 79
Total Enrolled 15 43
Total in Public 14 39
Total in Private 1 4
Total in 4-Year 3 8
Total in 2-year 12 35
Total In-State 12 39
Total Out-of-State 3 4

Since 2012, The Learning Choice Academy has quickly worked towards creating a college
bound culture. There has been a 20% increase in the amount of students who enroll in college the
year after they graduate high school.

Enrollment Data for The Learning Choice Academy—East County

The following enrollment data was pulled from The Learning Choice Academy Student
information system as of Octtober 4, 2017. This data represents The Learning Choice Academy’s
East County Resource Center.

Total Enrollment by Grade Level
Total Enrollment by Grade Level

Grade Level Student Count Percent of Total
Grade: TK 4 1.2%
Grade: KN 6 8.0%
Grade: 01 22 6.7%
Grade: 02 14 4.3%
Grade: 03 3 4.0%
Grade: 04 20 6.1%
Grade: 05 22 6.7%
Grade: 06 24 7.3%
Grade: 07 20 6.1%
Grade: 08 29 8.9%
Grade: 09 35 10.7%
Grade: 10 30 9.2%
Grade: 11 29 8.9%
Grade: 12 39 11.9%
Total: 327 100.00%
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