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There Should NOT Be a Statewide Cellphone Ban in Schools!

By Olivia Pelhank e g 2lways have my phone to text my parents who
Tusker Tribune Staff 4 '}g WRENERLINE know me best and give me tips on how to solve
‘There should not be a SOMERS MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWseaPER 1T
statewide cellphone ban in
| school. As a kid in middle school,
I am not allowed to bring my

— This ban will require students to dis-

= = connect their devices from bell to bell, which

) ) won't allow {)eople to contact other devices.

phone into class. I am allowed to keep it i Phones would be locked away during school

1n my locker, though. ‘ hours. This does allow students to bring their
I remember not too longl ago, my contact ~ phones to school for things like after school clubs,

lens ripped. I'm not going to talk too much about it, which is good, but it should not force kids to discon-

but I would just like to say that I was recommend- nect their phones. o

ed by me teacher to go to the nurse's office. Do people really want to spend $13 million

nstead, I went to my locker and texted my  on locking up kids' phones during school?

mom. She knew exactly what to do. She fave me

tips that the nurse might not have, and I know that Source: Gov. Hochul proposes cell phone ban in

the nurse I[)robably could have texted my mom classrooms statewide—by Jack Marxen.

about it if I had asked her, but it also is just kind of https://cnycentral.com/news/local/gov-hochul-

good to know that when something goes wrong I proposes-cell-phone-ban-in-classrooms

Total Cell Phone Ban is ‘Too Extreme’

By Allison Posadas ‘ Bl centrate on lessons and participating in
Tusker Tribune Staff \ iy The Tusker Tribunc SR
Did you know Governor SOMERS MIDDLE SCHOOL NEWSPAPER I would also disagree with this cell

Kathy Hochul wants to ban cell . e Fhone ban for plenty of reasons, because
phones at school? The recent pro-  Smmm 5 first, on our phone there are many apps that
posal by Governor Kathy Hochul to ban cell #5=au¢ can Belp as study tools. Second, what if
Shones in school has sparked significant - i there's an emergency, what about safety? If

ebate among educators, parents, and stu- something happens or if you feel unsafe hav-

dents. This decision aims to address concerns re-  ing a phone lets us call for help right away. Parents
garding distractions and their education in the also like knowing if their child is ok and safe, so
classroom so I do agree with that part on why she  with a phone Earents can reach their child easily. A
would want to ban cell phones. ) ban makes it harder to stay safe and connected.

) Some people would agree and disagree on In conclusion, a total ban is too extreme. We
this proposal, but I think we should agree on this  need a better plan, one that lets us use phones for
statement because a ban minimizes distractions good things, but also teaches us to use them re-
caused by phones, allowing students to better con- sponsibly.

Bat-tle Royale! (Not Really. . .) Reporiger%ceontsrébutors
n Dem
SMS custodians Gene Mackey and Ron Tausi Kaylee eoﬁ'
engage in “bat” tle with a small bat that snuc Felicity McCormack
into SMS Thursday and took a nap on the hall- Lila O’Connor

way banner. The bat was safely captured and Olivia Pelhank

released outside. Check out the video below! Allison Posadas

Press CNTL key as you click on the link.
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. weekly (except during school vacations) on the Somers Middle School Website. It is entirely
http S o//youtuob e/l g_ 1 GSJ SO C O student-written by 6th, 7th and 8th grade students from:
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Pilgrim State Hospital Has a Fascinating Past

By Felicity McCormack

Tusker Tribune Staff ‘
_ Pilgrim State Hospital was a psychi-

Y atric center in Brentwood, Long Island. A

1
be

- d psychiatric center is a facility where

who were deemed “mentally ill” were sent to
contained and treated.

Before the 1900s, the care of these people
would traditionally fall to
their family. Then, they start-
ed O(Fenlng these centers that
used new types of treatments
called “moral treatments.”
These institutions started clos-
ing in the 1950s, as nursin
homes took many of the elder-
ly patients, and improvements
in 1]psychlatrlc medications
helped these people live mod-
erately reasonable lives.

Pilgrim State was built
from 1929 to 1931 and was in
use as a center from 1931 to
1940. It covered over 2,000 acres (about the area of
Philadelphia Airport). It was a farm colony, which
means that they sent patients to rural areas to
“ﬁ)rk’ as it was seen as a soothing experience for
them.

While in use, Pilgrim State had many meth-
ods that were used to treat the people in their care.
The main methods used were lobotomaies, electro-
convulsive therapy (ECT), straitjackets, and insulin
shock comas.

Lobotomies are a surgical severance of nerve
fibers connecting the frontal lobes to the thalamus
that has been performed especially formerly chiefly
to treat mental illness.

ECTs involve a brief electrical stimulation of
the brain while the patient is under anesthesia.

Straitjackets are a cover or overgarment of
strong material (such as canvas) used to bind the
body and especially the arms closely in restraining
a violent prisoner or patient. )

i Insulin shock comas are a form of psychiat-
ric treatment in which patients were repeatedly
injected with large doses of
insulin to produce daily comas
over several weeks.

The use of ECTs was
most commonly used to treat
bipolar disorder or depression.
Over the time of the institu-
tion’s operation, over 2,000
lobotomies were fperformed on
patients, or one for every 25
patients.

While in use, there
were a lot of people there.
There were about 12,500 pa-
tients, while in 1954 there
were 13,875 people, with over 4,000 employees. A
single doctor served around 100 patients at a time.
Pt 2 To be continued next week in “Pilgrim State,

art 2.
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What’s the Most Popular Dog Breed?

By Lila O’Connor
Tusker Tribune Staff
Have you ever wondered
what the most popular dog breed
is? Read this article to find out.
In the number 10 spot is the Ger-
man Short Haired
Pointer.
) In the 9t spot
is the Rottweiler.
‘ In the 8t spot
is the Beagle which is
one of my personal
favorites.
Bull dogs are
: 7th and the Dachs-
A ‘ hund is in 6th which
~ & are some of my favor-
1tes.

P |

| the final 5. In the 5th spot is
@ the Poodle. In the 4th spot is

- 1known as the “Mog Dog”. In 4t is

Now we are down to

the Pomeranian. Third is the
Labrador Retriever and 2nd ig
the Golden rRetriever.

Finally in 1st place is
the one and only French Bull-
dog. It’s no wonder why the
Frenchies got first, but now we
can go through the least favor-
1tes.

In 5t place for the least
popular dog breed is... the Ko-
mondor or more commonl

~ the Finnish Spits and 1n 34 is the
Chinook. In 2ndis the Chihuahua
and in 1st 1s the Pitbull.



https://www.abandonedamerica.us/pilgrim-state-hospital
https://www.atlasobscura.com/places/pilgrim-psychiatric-center
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pilgrim_Psychiatric_Center
https://www.grunge.com/237866/what-really-went-on-behind-closed-doors-at-the-worlds-largest-asylum/
https://www.psychiatry.org/patients-families/ect#:~:text=Electroconvulsive%20therapy%20(ECT)%20is%20a,the%20patient%20is%20under%20anesthesia
https://www.chron.com/news/nation-world/article/Woman-who-saw-the-effects-of-lobotomy-protests-1948177.php
https://www.nursing.upenn.edu/nhhc/nurses-institutions-caring/history-of-psychiatric-hospitals/
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The Trip That Became a Bad Decision

By Ian Dempsey
Tusker Tribune Staff
Chapter 1 )

I arrived at the air-
port at 6:24 PM. My flight
) ‘to Moraco starts boarding
in 24 minutes. I was only at the
TSA checkpoint. I panicked
because it felt like every second
was a minute fust waiting on line,
when finally, 1 got to the check-
point. The¥ asked me to remove
any items [ had on me and put
them in the baskets. I then stepé)ed through the
metal detector where they called me in for addi-

SN

—a o tional screening. I only had 10
minutes left until boarding and
-+ now I had to g0 through addition-
. - al screening?! They found out
that I forgot to take my watch off
before and I was free to go.

) With four minutes left un-
til boarding, my heart was racing
* as I ran as fast as I could to the

-l gate, when I got stuck behind yet
-~ ANOTHER line. When I fi-
nally got to the gate, boarding
had just started. I got on the
lane and sat down. Little did I know that would
e the worst decision of my life. To be continued.

Chiefs Have the Edge in Super Bowl LIX?

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff
The Super Bowl is a

really big football game! It's
hard to say who will win the
2025 Super Bowl because
lots of things can happen, but we
can guess! ]

~ Right now, the Kansas City
Chiefs are a good team. They have :
sulierstar players named Patrick Mahomes, Travis
Kelce and Chris Jones, according to Google.

___In the other part of the league, the Philadel-
phia Eagles is also a good team. The team has good
players who run and tackle well. But again, these

teams could surprise everyone! It's
2l like guessing who will win a race.

Even if you think you know
who's fastest, someone else could
win! But I predict that the Kan-
sas City Chiefs will win the 2025
Super Bowl according to some fans
out there, saying there are plenty
of good players and their
strengths. ) )

In conclusion, the Kansas City Chiefs pos-
sess a compelling combination of quarterback tal-
ent, offensive firepower, experienced coaching, and
a strong team culture. But again, maybe these
teams could surprise everyone!

Winter Imagery

By Allison Posadas
Tusker Tribune Staff .
Winter’s breath, a frosty kiss; Paints the
World in shades of bliss.

W Crystal trees, in silent grace;
Stand draped in icy lace.

Sun descends, a fading
leam; Shadows
engthen, a frozen dream.
Snowflakes fall, a gentle
hush; )
Basketing the world in
plush.

Rivers sleep, beneath a
sheet; Of frozen

ice, both stark and sweet.
While winds may howl, a
mournful tune;,

Winters beauty holds its swoon,

A fires glow, a warm embrace; Against
The colds relentless chase,

In winters heart, a magic lies;
Reflected in the starry skies.

The air is crisp, a biting chill; Upon the
Frosted windowsill.
Footprints trace a snov%r_[y scene; )
~ A fleeting path, both bright
and clean.

A stillness reigns, a quiet
peace; Where )
worries fade, and tension ceas-
es.

In winters hush, a solace deep;
. While nature slumbers, se-
crets keep.

" The scent of pine, a woody
grace;

Fills the air, in this cold piace. A robin's

songs, a fragile sound; )

Upon the snow-covered ground, And in

The heart, a warmth remains,
Despite the cold, winters reigns.
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Celebrating Two Mozarts

By Kaylee Jeon
Tusker Tribune Staff

You may have heard of the prodigy composer

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, but have you heard of his

- sister, Nannerl Mozart? His sister, like Mozart was
also a child prodigy, but why was Wolfgang more acknowl-
edged than her?

Maria Anna Mozart was born on July 30th, 1751, in
Salzburg, Austria. Nicknamed “Nannerl”, she was the sister of
Wolfganlg1 Mozart. Her father, Leopold Mozart, taught her how
to play the harpsichord from a young age. She commonly prac-
ticed her instrument with young Wolfgang by her side, who
loved watching her play. In fact, some may say that Nannerl
might have been the one who inspired Wolfgang to start his
musical career. Wolfgang looked up to Nannerl for her musical
prowess and even asked for her advice on some of his later
compositions.

As Wolfgang grew up, he be-
gan to earn the respect of many im-
portant people. Starting from an
early age, Wolfgang and Nannerl
went on multiple tours around Eu-
rope. But when Nannerl reached 18

ears old, she started to be left be-

ind every time Wolfgang went on
tour. Why was that? By then, Nan-
nerl was old enough to be consid-
ered of “marriable age.” Unfortu-
nately, Nannerl ended up spending
15 years at home until finally mar- )
rying her husband, Johann Baptist Franz Freiherr von Berch-
told zu Sonnenburg, at 33. She did not attend any tours during
this time.

Nannerl had shown just as much promise and talent as
her brother. She had the potential to reach or even surpass
Wolfgang, had she continued her musical studies. There was

roof that Nannerl had composed beautiful works just like
olfgang, as there were letters of Wolfgang praising her com-
Eosmons. Unfortunately, none of her compositions have ever
een recovered. But there is proof that Wolfgang might have
used some of his sister’s music in his own works.
~ Overall, it is saddening that Nannerl was never able to
realize her full potential deSﬁlte her aptitude for music. Alt-
hough we will never know what her hidden compositions may
have sounded like, she is still acknowledged for the accom-
plishments she might've achieved.

Nannerl is just one of many female composers who had
to suppress their gift because of society. Those like Clara
Schumann, Fanny Mendelssohn, and many more could have
written works that rivaled other big composers of their time.
We will never find out what these women may have been able
to achieve through their compositions, talent or influence — but
there is still evidence that these women may have been some
of the greatest musical geniuses the world has ever known.

(If you like this topic, try reading “The Kingdom of Back” by

Marie Lu.)

Durmg\r their childhood, Nannerl and Wolfgang created a game

called “The Kingdom of Back” where theipretended to be the

king and queen of the kingdom. This book is based on this
.?{me and explores what their relationship might have been
ike.

By Kaylee Jeon
Tusker Tribune Staff

January 27th marks the
b 269th birthda¥ of the prodigy
=== composer Wol gang Amadeus
Mozart. He was one of the most influ-
ential composers of the Classical era.

In 1756, Mozart was born in
Salzburg, Austria. His family consist-
ed of Leopold Mozart (his father), An-
na Maria Mozart (his mother), and
Maria Anna Mozart (his sister, also
known as “Nannerl]”). Like Mozart,
Nannerl was also a very talented mu-
sician and composer, but she is not as
acknowledged as him.

At the early age of
three, Mozart showed prom-
1sing talent by pickin
chords on the harpsichord,
an old instrument popular in
European music around the
16th-18th century. He later
learned many other instru-
ments such as the organ, vio-
la, violin, and the fortepiano.
When Mozart was five years
old, he started composing
such complicated pieces that
many were astonished that a
child had written them. There is even
proof that Mozart had composed a
whole concerto at the same age!

When Mozart was 6 years old,
his father Leopold took him and his
sister, Nannerl, to go on a tour and
showcase their talents. They went to
places like Munich and Vienna. There,
they performed at royal courts and
noble houses. Mozart continued to em-
bark on many tours around Europe,
meeting and performing for people.

hen Mozart was around 21

Wars old, he fell in love with Aloysia

eber and almost ended up marrying
her. However, he eventually fell in
love with her younger sister, Constan-
ze Weber, and got married to her on
August 4th, 1782. They had six chil-
dren with two surviving to adulthood.

On December 5th, 1791, Wolf-
%ang Amadeus Mozart died at the ear-

y age of 35 in Vienna, Austria. Alt-
hough Mozart’s life was very short, his
contributions to classical music are
undeniable. His legacy still lives on
today through performances of his
works and through other composers
who were inspired by his composi-
tions.




