
WHAT IS THE DISTRICT 51 FOUNDATION?
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The D51 Foundation (D51F) raises money to support our local schools, 
prioritizing funding for professional learning, technology and innovation, and 
staff and student wellness.  Our mission is to raise funds for academic growth 

and achievement while promoting outreach to benefit kids and our community. 

R5 High School

January, 2025

Phoenix Gazette
Hello R5 Community,

 Happy New Year! We hope you all had a wonderful holiday season and are ready to 
begin a new year. Our Christmas celebration was wonderful and it was great to see so many 
of you join us. Thank you for your support of R5 High School and your children as they work 
hard to become successful adults. 

 January always brings new life and upli�ted spirits to R5 High School as we start the 
second semester. It is a fresh start for everyone and a chance to continue making progress 
towards graduation which is now only 5 months away. Our team here at R5 High School has 
already begun preparing for graduation and our Senior Class Meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, February 3rd at 9:45am. Any and all seniors need to attend this meeting to receive 
important information about graduation planning and processes. 

 Our R5 High School team is also working to increase learner talk and interaction 
opportunities in their projects and courses. We will be engaging in an exciting training on 
January 7th before learners return and look forward to putting our new learning into practice 
when learners return on January 8th. One of the strategies we are learning and planning to 
implement involves opportunities for learners to engage in dialogue with each other around 
high level text. A high level text can be words but may also be pictures, collages, problem 
solving opportunities, and more. These dialogue opportunities will prepare learners to be 
civic leaders and contributing members of our democracy in mature and responsible ways. 

 As we head o�f into 2025, we want to ask for your continued support and partnership in 
stressing the importance of strong attendance at school by all learners. Attendance has 
direct correlations to success in high school and beyond. We always link attendance at 
school with responsibility in the workplace and in life as showing up is winning half the 
battle. Please encourage your children to attend school and stay resilient as they work 
toward achieving their goals. We hope you have a wonderful start to your new year and look 
forward to our continued partnership. 
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THE  R5  STUDENT O F  THE  MO NTH IS :

BRIANA DEMONSTRATES EXEMPLARY WORK HABITS 
THROUGH BEING ON TOP OF ALL HER ASSIGNMENTS 
AND GOING INTO DEPTH BEYOND WHAT IS EXPECTED. 

SHE BUILDS STRONG RELATIONSHIPS THROUGH
KINDNESS, POLITENESS, A WILLINGNESS TO LISTEN TO 
OTHERS WHILE SEEKING TO UNDERSTAND AND BEING A 
DELIGHT TO THE ENTIRE SCHOOL COMMUNITY.

SHE IS A MODEL OF PROFESSIONALISM WITH STELLAR ATTENDANCE, 
HONORING HER COMMITMENT TO HER EDUCATION AND BEING AN 
INTEGRAL PART OF THE R5 HIGH SCHOOL YOUNG PARENTS PROGRAM

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S
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Briana Bravo

C A L E E N  S T R E E T  
I S  T H E  R 5  RO C K S TA R  
O F  T H E  MONTH !
C a l e e n  d e m o n s t r a t e s  
o u t s t a n d i n g  w o r k  
h a b i t s  t h r o u g h  h e r  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  l e a r n  n e w  
t h i n g s ,  t a k e  c l a s s e s  t o  
c o n t i n u e  h e r  l e a r n i n g ,  a n d  
a l w a y s  c o m i n g  t o  w o r k  w i t h  a  
p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e .  

C a l e e n  b u i l d s  s t r o n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
w i t h  a l l  s t a ff  a n d  l e a r n e r s  a n d  
t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  Yo u n g  Pa r e n t  
P r o g r a m  a n d  s h o w s  p o l i t e n e s s  a n d  
h e l p f u l n e s s  t o  o t h e r s .

C a l e e n  e x h i b i t s  a  h i g h  l e v e l  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m  b y  b r i n g i n g  h e r  
b e s t  s e l f  e v e r y d a y  w i t h  a  s m i l e  o n  
h e r  f a c e ,  a  p o s i t i v e  a t t i t u d e  a n d  
t a k i n g  i m m e n s e  p r i d e  i n  t h e  
s c h o o l  e n v i r o n m e n t .  

J a n u a r y  6 t h  -  T e a c h e r  W o r k d a y  -  N o  S c h o o l
J a n u a r y  7 t h  -  I n s e r v i c e  D a y  -  N o  S c h o o l
J a n u a r y  8 t h  -  F i r s t  D a y  o f  T h i r d  Q u a r t e r

J a n u a r y  2 0 t h  -  M a r t i n  L u t h e r  K i n g  J r.  D a y  -  N o  S c h o o l



Thank you to Calfrac Well Services 

and Pine Country Trailers for helping 

R5 and the garden team with our 

annual garden cleanup!  We couldn't 

have done it without you!



January, 2025

If you need help outside of regular school  hours and this  is  a  cr is is  
s ituation,  please use one of the fol lowing resources:

• Cal l  9-1-1 Emergency Line
• Safe2Tel l  -  cal l  1-877-542-SAFE to submit  an anonymous report  to law 

enforcement and school  administration
• Suicide Prevention Lifel ine @ 988l ifel ine.org or cal l  1-800-273-TALK
• Colorado Cris is :  1-844-493-8255 or Text:  38255

Sabrina is a Registered Nurse who went to Fort Lewis College and graduated with a 
Degree in Interpretive Science in Outdoor Education. She worked as a EMT-I/Fire 
Fighter reservist and volunteer with Durango Fire and Rescue for 7 years before 
attending Regis University for her Bachelors of Science in Nursing. She has been an 
RN for 10+ years and lives in Fruita with her husband and soon to be 8 year old son. 
She loves to paint and has her own small fine arts business. Sabrina and her family 
enjoy rafting, camping, skiing, mountain biking, hiking and traveling.. This is her 6th 
year as a school nurse with R5 and loves its school culture and students.

S T A F F  H I G H L I G H T

S T A F F  H I G H L I G H T
My name is Katherine Beeler and this is my first year teaching math 
at R5 and my 11th year in education. I spent my first few years 
teaching elementary school before moving to middle school to finally 
end up in High School. I learned early on that math was a struggle for 
most students (and adults) so I have devoted my career to learning 
and understanding the vast greatness of mathematics. It is my goal to 
make every student in my class hate math slightly less. I completed my 
Bachelors degree in youth development in Minneapolis and recently completed 
my Masters degree in Educational Leadership. I hope to someday complete a doctorate program 
in theoretical mathematics to spend time discovering and learning about all the great mysteries 
of the world.
I grew up in Minnesota and moved to Colorado a󰏟er I finished my Bachelors degree a󰏟er 
spending a few months here and absolutely fell in love with the outdoors. When I am not in 
school you can find me doing something active. I love hiking, mountain biking, skiing and just 
being outside as much as possible. I love to workout and find new challenges for myself. I am 
thrilled to be a part of R5 High school and cant wait to see what this year holds.

H A P P Y  
N E W  

Y E A R !



OUR STAFF IS COMMITTED EACH AND EVERY DAY TO THEIR WORK, OUR MISSION:
R5 USES RESTORATIVE PRACTICES AND PROJECT-BASED LEARNING TO SUPPORT LEARNERS IN BECOMING THRIVING 
CITIZENS.  R5 IS COMMITTED TO ENSURING ALL LEARNERS WILL DEVELOP CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS, CULTURAL 

AND SELF-AWARENESS, AND GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP THROUGH AN INDIVIDUALIZED WHOLE-PERSON APPROACH, 
COMMANDING HIGH EXPECTATIONS AND PROVIDING MASTERY LEARNING WITH A COMPASSIONATE, RESPONSIVE, 

AND COLLABORATIVE ENVIRONMENT. . . .
TO GUARANTEE THAT 100% OF OUR GRADUATES WILL BE POST-SECONDARY READY.

I am so excited and 
honored to be at 

R5 this year 
teaching science! 

If you need assistance with anything at R5, please visit the R5 website or call the 
main office at 970-254-6880 during the hours of 8:00a.m. - 3:00p.m. M-F
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Hi! My name is Kauai Fitt and I was 
lucky enough to grow up in Grand 
Junction, taking full advantage of 

everything the Grand Valley had to 
offer!

This is my second year teaching at 
R-5, and I am thrilled to be sharing 
my crazy passion for Math with our 

students. Being comfortable with Math 
is crucial in life, and I love helping our 
students become prepared for their 

next chapters in life.

When I am not working, you can find 
me trying out a new recipe, 

landscaping, practicing yoga, falling 
trees at the cabin, soaking in hot 

springs or attending my boys’ 
basketball games.


