
MINUTES OF THE 

REGULAR BOARD OF EDUCATION MEETING 

August 15, 2023 

I. Regular Board Meeting Called to Order - A Regular Meeting of the Oakland Schools Board of 

Education was called to order by Board President George Ehlert at 6:35 pm on August 15, 2023, at 

Oakland Schools, 2111 Pontiac Lake Road, Waterford, Michigan. 

II. Roll Call – Board Secretary Connie Williams called the roll. 

Present: Board Members George Ehlert, Marc Katz, Connie Williams, Theresa Rich, Steve Gottlieb 

Deputy Superintendent Kenneth Gutman and Assistant Superintendent Dandridge Floyd were also 

present. 

III. Public Comments – There were no public comments. 

IV. Information from the Superintendent and Administration 

A. Deputy Superintendent’s Report – a written update on Talent Together was presented by 

Deputy Superintendent Ken Gutman. 

B. Legislative Update – Lisa Hansknecht, Executive Director Government Relations and 

Community Services, presented a legislative report. 

V. Regular Working Agenda 

A. Board of Education 

a) Reports – None 

b) Discussion - None 

c) Action: 

a. Approval of Minutes: July 10, 2023 Organizational & Regular Board Meetings and 

August 3, 2023 Special Board Meeting – It was moved by Board Secretary 

Williams, with the support of Board Treasurer Katz, to approve the minutes of the 

July 10, 2023 Organizational & Regular Board Meetings and August 3, 2023 

Special Board Meeting, as presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary 

called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 



b) Approval of Pre-Travel Requests of the Regular Board Meeting of August 15, 2023 – It 
was moved by Board Treasurer Katz, with the support of Trustee Gottlieb, to approve the 

submitted pre-travel requests for the Regular Board Meeting of August 15, 2023, as 

presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

B. Educational Services 

1. Reports - None 

2. Discussion - None 

3. Action: 

a) Approval of Purchase Order: Certiport, Inc. – It was moved by Vice President Rich, with the 

support of Board Secretary Williams, to authorize the Administration to execute a purchase 

order in an amount not to exceed $66,371.20 to Certiport, Inc. for the period August 31, 

2023 to August 31, 2024, as presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the 

roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

b. Acceptance of Donation: $4,000.00 Monetary donation from Oakland County Chapter of 

Credit Unions – It was moved by Board Secretary Williams, with the support of Vice 

President Rich, to accept the donation of $4,000.00 from Oakland County Chapter of Credit 

Unions to the Special Populations Department, Homeless Student Services Unit as presented 

by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

c. Approval of Contract Award: Mohawk Lifts – It was moved by Board Treasurer Katz, with 

the support of Vice President Rich, to authorize the Administration to execute a contract 

award in an amount not to exceed $159,124.74 to Mohawk Lifts, as presented by the 

Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 



d. Approval of Contract Renewal: Jones & Bartlett Learning, LLC – It was moved by Vice 

President Rich, with the support of Board Secretary Williams, to authorize the 

Administration to execute a contract renewal in an amount not to exceed $31,400.00 to Jones 

and Bartlett Learning, LLC for the period August 21, 2023 through August 22, 2024, as 

presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

e) Approval of Intergovernmental Agreement: Clinton County Regional Educational Service 

Agency – It was moved by Board Treasurer Katz, with the support of Trustee Gottlieb, 

to authorize the Administration to execute an Intergovernmental Agreement for Strong 

Beginnings in the amount not to exceed $404,000 to the Clinton County Regional 

Educational Service Agency, for the period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, as presented by 

the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

C. Human Resources 

1. Reports - None 

2. Discussion - None 

3. Action: 

a) Approval of the Personnel List of the Regular Board Meeting of August 15, 2023 - It was 

moved by Board Secretary Williams, with the support of Trustee Gottlieb, to approve the 

personnel list of August 15, 2023, as presented by the Administration. The Board 

Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

b) Approval of Contract Renewal (originally bid): Madison National Life Insurance 

Company - It was moved by Vice President Rich, with the support of Board Treasurer 

Katz , to authorize the Administration to execute a contract renewal in an amount not to 

exceed $0.205 per $100 of covered payroll per month for Long Term Disability and 

$0.21 per $10 of weekly benefit for Short Term Disability to Madison National Life 

Insurance Company for the period September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024, as presented 

by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 



c) Approval of Contract Renewal (originally bid): Minnesota Life Insurance Company 

– It was moved by Vice President Rich, with the support of Board Treasurer Katz, 

to authorize the Administration to execute a contract renewal with Minnesota Life 

Insurance Company in an amount not to exceed $35,704.95 for the period August 1, 

2023 to July 31, 2024, as presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary 

called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

D. Finance & Operations 

1. Reports – None 

2. Discussion - None 

3. Action: 

a) Approval of Contract Renewal (originally bid): D.M. Burr Security Services, Inc. - 

It was moved by Trustee Gottlieb, with the support of Vice President Rich, to 

authorize the Administration to execute a contract renewal in an amount not to 

exceed $53,200 to D.M. Burr Security Services, Inc. for the period July 1, 2023 to 

June 30, 2024, as presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the 

roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

b) Approval of Contract Renewal: Honigman LLP - It was moved by Board Secretary 

Williams, with the support of Trustee Gottlieb, to authorize the Administration to 

execute a contract award in an amount not to exceed $33,600.00 to Honigman LLP 

for the period July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2024, as presented by the Administration. 

The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

c) Approval of Contract Renewal (originally bid): Dave's Electric- It was moved by 

Vice President Rich, with the support of Board Secretary Williams, to authorize the 

Administration to execute a contract renewal in an amount not to exceed 

$340,000 to Dave's Electric for the period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, as 

presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – no Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 4/1 



d) Approval of Purchase Order: Krueger International, Inc. - It was moved by Board 

Secretary Williams, with the support of Board Treasurer Katz , to authorize the 

Administration to execute a purchase order in an amount not to exceed 

$130,000 to Krueger International, Inc. for the period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, as 

presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

e) Approval of Purchase Order: Allied Building Service - It was moved by Board Treasurer 

Katz, with the support of Board Secretary Williams, to authorize the Administration to 

execute a purchase order in an amount not to exceed $80,000 to Allied Building 

Service for the period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, as presented by the Administration. 

The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – no Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 4/1 

f) Approval of Contract Renewal (originally bid): Service Heating and Plumbing - It was 

moved by Board Treasurer Katz, with the support of Board Secretary Williams, to 

authorize the Administration to execute a contract renewal in an amount not to 

exceed $220,000 to Service Heating and Plumbing for the period July 1, 2023 to June 

30, 2024, as presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the 

vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – no Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 4/1 

g) Approval of Contract Renewal (originally bid): Kropf Service Company, Inc. - It was 

moved by Board Treasurer Katz, with the support of Board Secretary Williams, to 

authorize the Administration to execute a contract renewal in an amount not to exceed 

$220,000 to Kropf Service Company, Inc. for the period July 1, 2023 to June 30, 2024, 

as presented by the Administration. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – no Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 4/1 



h) Approval of Contract Award (RFP award): Compass Group USA Inc., Chartwells Division 

- It was moved by Vice President Rich, with the support of Trustee Gottlieb, to authorize 

the Administration to execute a contract award to Compass Group USA Inc., Chartwells 

Division for the period August 16, 2023 through June 30, 2025, as presented by the 

Administration. There was discussion among the Board and Administration regarding the 

exclusivity of the proposed contract award. 

It was moved by Trustee Gottlieb, with the support of Board Treasurer Katz, to table the 

motion until the August 29, 2023, Regular Board Meeting. The Board Secretary called the 

roll for the vote to table the motion. 

Ehlert – no Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 4/1 

E. Shared Services & Technology Services 

1. Reports - None 

2. Discussion – None 

3. Action - None 

VI. Board Member Comments/Announcements 

Trustee Gottlieb shared the rationale for tabling the Compass Group USA Inc. Chartwells 

Division contract award. 

Board Treasurer Katz reminded everyone that the Oakland County School Boards Association 

Annual Meeting will be held on October 4, 2023. He and the Board President mentioned that they 

are unable to attend due to previously scheduled plans for traveling. 

Vice President Rich shared information regarding an event she attended that was hosted by 

Congresswoman Haley Stevens. 

Board President Ehlert recessed the meeting at 7:25 p.m. He reconvened the meeting at 7:30 pm. 

VII. Closed Session - It was moved by Trustee Gottlieb, with the support of Board Treasurer Katz, 

to move into a closed session Pursuant to MCL 15.268, Sec. 8 (1)(c) For strategy and 

negotiation sessions connected with the negotiation of a collective bargaining agreement if 

negotiating party requests a closed hearing. The Board Secretary called the roll for the vote. 

Ehlert – yes Rich – yes Katz – yes Williams – yes Gottlieb – yes 

Motion carried 5/0 

The Board went into closed session at 7:32 pm. The Board returned into open session at 8:26 pm. 

VI. Additional Items – There were no additional items. 

VII. Adjournment – The Board President adjourned the meeting at 8:27 p.m. 

Approved on: August 29, 2023 
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