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What is 
Artificial 

Intelligence 
Anyway?



In just 30 years…
1990s: “What is Internet anyway?”

2000s: Web 2.0

2020s: ChatGPT

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UlJku_CSyNg


What is AI?
● Software programs that continually 

“learn” from patterns found in vast 
amounts of data

● The more data they have access to, the 
“smarter” they are (the reason 
companies are obsessed with 
collecting data)

● They only “know” what they’ve been 
“taught”

● Examples: generative text engines, 
research engines, medical image 
analyzers, bank fraud detectors, 
self-driving cars, streaming service 
algorithms, social media algorithms

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9OHn5ZF4Uo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R9OHn5ZF4Uo


Indy AI Task Force





What students see now when they “google”



Coming soon to a word processor near you…

Source

https://techcommunity.microsoft.com/t5/microsoft-365-blog/introducing-new-ai-enhancements-in-microsoft-365-new-features/ba-p/3643499


AI Increases the effectiveness of experts, 
but decreases the effectiveness of novices



The Calculator Moment Analogy



6 Traits of Writing



Writing Workshop Model

Writing as a process

● Idea formation
● Brainstorming
● Outlining
● Drafting
● Feedback from teachers and peers
● Revision/editing
● Publication/Sharing with Others



“A.I. Proof” Assignments

Lean into “creative” writing - personal writing and storytelling - which AIs can’t 
do as well (and students like to do). 

Teach the 5 Paragraph essay as just one organizational strategy

For essays/research writing: LLMs like ChatGPT can’t include quotations from a 
text (textual evidence).



What Is Age-Appropriate Us

What Is Age-Appropriate Use of AI? 4 Developmental Stages to  Know About

FOR MIDDLE 
SCHOOOL:

“Exercises in which 
students ask a generative AI 

chatbot to answer a 
question or write an essay 

and then critique it, 
looking for factual errors 

and the like would be 
developmentally 

appropriate for this 
age group”

https://www.edweek.org/technology/what-is-age-appropriate-use-of-ai-4-developmental-stages-to-know-about/2024/02
https://www.edweek.org/technology/what-is-age-appropriate-use-of-ai-4-developmental-stages-to-know-about/2024/02


Example Assignment Guidelines



POSITION DRAFT:

We believe in engaging the power of Artificial Intelligence (AI) alongside Human Intelligence to prepare 
our students for an ever-changing future. As technologies including AI are continuously developed, The 
Independence School is committed to responsible, ethical, and safe use of these technologies. Students 
will be exposed to instructional tools that will enhance their learning, leadership, and citizenship in an 
age-appropriate sequence, mindful of the benefits and pitfalls of this evolving technology.

● With the goal of nurturing intellectual curiosity in lifelong learners, The Independence School 
empowers employees and students to become responsible users of technology. 

● The Independence School is committed to intentional use of educational AI technologies by 
students and teachers with particular care given to the protection of individual privacy, data 
security, and digital citizenship. 

● The use of AI will not replace the connection between students and educators, a connection that 
is essential to fostering academic success, critical thinking, interpersonal and social skills, 
emotional well-being, creativity, and the ability to fully participate in society.




