
 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Mercy High School Announces $2 Million Matching Gift for 
First-Ever Gymnasium 

Capital Campaign Nears the Finish Line- Community Support 
Needed to Make History 

Burlingame, CA – January 29, 2025 – Mercy High School, Burlingame, one of the last 
remaining Catholic all-girls’ high schools in the Bay Area, is thrilled to announce a $2 million 
matching gift from an anonymous donor to propel its historic capital campaign forward. This 
extraordinary matching challenge will double every dollar donated, providing a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to bring the first-ever on-campus gymnasium to Mercy. 

This milestone is part of Mercy’s larger Athletic and Student Life Center project, a $27 
million campaign that will transform the student experience. The new facility will include: 

●​ Mercy’s first-ever gymnasium for volleyball, basketball, school-wide events, and the 
potential for gymnastics, cheerleading, and more 

●​ A regulation size swimming pool to host water polo games and swim meets 
●​ A strength and conditioning room to promote wellness and injury prevention 
●​ A sprint track designed to elevate athletic training, providing valuable support for our 

cross country and track teams 
●​ A large gathering space for assemblies, performances, and community events 

A Long-Awaited Dream for Mercy’s Students 

For 94 years, Mercy student-athletes have had to travel up to 22 miles to access appropriate 
sports facilities. This new center will finally bring equitable athletic spaces to campus, 
ensuring that every Mercy student—athlete or not—has the opportunity to thrive. 

"For 94 years Mercy students have been traveling to other schools for facilities," said Dr. 
Natalie Cirigliano Brosnan, Head of School. "Even as our culture celebrates women’s 
athletics, the implicit message our students receive is clear and impactful when they are 
required to travel to all-boys or co-ed schools for facilities. It’s 2025, and our students deserve 
equitable facilities." 

Why This Project Matters 

●​ A Critical Moment for All-Girls’ Education – With Catholic all-girls’ high schools 
dwindling in San Francisco alone from 14 to only 2, Mercy Burlingame remains an essential 
institution for families seeking a faith-based, traditional, single-gender education. 

●​ Diverse and Inclusive Student Body – 57 percent of Mercy students come from 
diverse backgrounds, and 36 percent are first-generation college-bound. 



 

 

●​ Proven Success for Girls – Research shows that graduates of all-girls’ schools are six 
times more likely to explore STEM careers and three times more likely to major in 
engineering than their coed counterparts. 

●​ Committed to Accessibility – Nearly half (47 percent) of Mercy students receive 
financial aid, ensuring that a transformative education remains within reach for all young 
women. 

How You Can Help – Double Your Impact 

Thanks to this generous $2 million matching gift, every donation will be matched dollar for 
dollar. With $21.5 million already raised (79 percent of the goal), the final push is on to 
secure the remaining $2 million to unlock the matching gift and $1.5 million to cross the 
finish line, essentially $3.5 million remaining to meet our $27 million dollar project goal.  

Now is the moment to stand with Mercy and help make history. 

●​ Donate Today: mercybuildingthedream.com/dollarfordollar 
●​ Schedule a Tour or Meeting: See the vision for yourself. Contact us to visit campus or 

schedule a meeting. 
●​ Spread the Word: Share this campaign with family and friends. 

“For the first time in Mercy’s history, our students will have a dedicated gym—a space that not 
only enhances athletics but also fosters school spirit, leadership, and community,” said Niki 
Nielsen, Director of Advancement and Marketing. “This project is about more than just 
sports; it’s about ensuring every young woman at Mercy has access to the same opportunities as 
her peers at other schools." 

Join us in preserving the legacy of all-girls’ Catholic education in the Bay Area. Let’s build 
this future together. 

Upcoming Events: This One’s for the Girls - February 27, 2025, 6pm at Kohl Mansion  
         RSVP at https://mercyhsb.events/Girls 
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