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Values 
We care about ALL 
students. 

Beliefs 
We believe ALL 
students can and will 
learn. 

Vision 
All means ALL! 
Personalized Learning 
for ALL students. 

SM SOUTH 

Aidan Simecka is a special education teacher and coach at Shawnee Mission 
South. “Coach Simecka volunteers a lot of his time to come and support various 
South extracurriculars on his own time.  Mr. Simecka is a positive role model for 
his students and anyone that knows him can attest to how much he cares about 
each and every student he interacts with. We are grateful to Mr. Simecka for all 
of his contributions to the South community!” 
Email Dr. Dain to nominate a South staff member for the Hard Hat Hero Award 
 

                       Tweet of the Week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Hard-Hat Hero 
                              Staff member of the week    

                       Aidan Simecka 

Follow Dr. Dain on  
X: @SMSouthTDain 
Instagram: SMSouthTDain 
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MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

JANUARY   20 

NO SCHOOL 

MLK Day 

JANUARY   21 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Learning 

JANUARY   22 

 

Traditional Schedule 

JANUARY   23 

LATE START 

Even Block 

JANUARY   24 

 

Odd Block 

JANUARY  27 

 

Traditional Schedule 

JANUARY   28 

 

Even Block 

JANUARY   29 

 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY   30 

LATE START 

Even Block 

6:30-8:30pm 

Come Look at South 

JANUARY   31 

 

Odd Block 

FEBRUARY  3 

 

Odd Block 

7:00pm PTSA Meeting 

 

FEBRUARY   4 

 

Even Block 

FEBRUARY   5 

 

Odd Block 

5-8pm PT Conferences 

FEBRUARY   6 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY   7 

NO SCHOOL 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

FEBRUARY  10 

 

Traditional Schedule 

FEBRUARY   11 

 

Even Block 

FEBRUARY   12 

 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY   13 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY   14 

 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY  17 

 

NO SCHOOL 

Presidents Day 

FEBRUARY   18 

 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Learning 

FEBRUARY   19 

 

Traditional Schedule 

 

FEBRUARY   20 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY   21 

 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY  24 

 

Traditional Schedule 

FEBRUARY   25 

 

Even Block 

FEBRUARY   26 

 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY   27 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY   28 

 

Odd Block 

 

MARCH    3 

 

Traditional Schedule 

7:00pm PTSA Meeting 

MARCH    4 

 

Even Block 

MARCH    5 

 

Odd Block 

 

MARCH    6 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

MARCH    7 

 

Odd Block 

 

MARCH    10 

 

Odd Block 

 

MARCH    11 

 

Even Block 

MARCH    12 

 

Odd Block 

 

MARCH    13 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

MARCH    14 

 

NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Work Day 

MARCH   17 

NO SCHOOL 

SPRING BREAK 

MARCH   18 

NO SCHOOL 

SPRING BREAK 

MARCH   19 

NO SCHOOL 

SPRING BREAK 

MARCH   20 

NO SCHOOL 

SPRING BREAK 

MARCH   21 

NO SCHOOL 

SPRING BREAK 

MARCH    24 

 

Traditional Schedule 

MARCH    25 

 

Even Block 

MARCH    26 

 

Odd Block 

MARCH    27 

LATE START 

Even Block 

MARCH    28 

 

Odd Block 

 

MARCH    31 

 

Traditional Schedule 

 

APRIL    1 

 

Even Block 

APRIL     2 

 

Odd Block 

 

APRIL     3 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

APRIL     4 

 

Odd Block 
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Health Office Update 

January 2025 
 Start 2025 out strong. Stay healthy, get enough sleep, 

exercise, eat, stay hydrated and remember to take breaks 

as needed. 

Wash your hands, and stay 

home when you are sick  
 

Parents~If your student has texted you to go home, please call attendance 993-7546. Do 

not send your student to the health office to be called out. We will contact you if your 

student is sick and needs to go home. You can always check with us to see if your student 

has been in our office before picking them up.  
 

 

 

Don’t forget to update our office with any 

injuries, health conditions, medications, or any 

other important information you need us to 

know about your student. We are here to help. 
 

 

Angie York - SM South Nurse 
913.993.7516 
soyork@smsd.org 

 
 

mailto:soyork@smsd.org


 
 

4 

 

Raider Family Focus January 17, 2025 
 

Raiders! - Nominate your Peers 
Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week  

Felicity Peters recognized  
Ava Himmelberg 

with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our 
Student of the Week! 

 

 
 

https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8
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 Congratulations to our December 

Raiders R.I.S.E. winners: 
 Freshmen: Lulu Kirk 
 Sophomore: Sydney Allison 
 Junior: Joseph Kariuki  
 Senior: Armstrong Laguerre 
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click here to watch: 

KSMS Holiday Show: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcF_3nB4cPA 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tcF_3nB4cPA
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Follow @counselingSMS on twitter  
Facebook ‘Shawnee Mission South Counseling’ 

Please see below to find your counselor’s name. 

Your Last Name           Your Counselor’s Name 
A-C & ELL                    Nichole Dosland 
D-I                                Chris Shelby 
J-O                               Jasmine Morgan 
P-T                               Jennifer Herrmann 
U-Z                               Traci Johnson 

 2025-26 Enrollment/Course Selections is upon us. Please check your email for 2025-
2026 enrollment information. The deadline for all students to submit their course 
requests is Feb. 2nd. 
 

 Students have the opportunity to travel to the Center for Academic Achievement 
(CAA) on Jan 23rd to learn about the various signature programs offered by SMSD. 
Transportation is provided. Sign up here 
 

 KC Scholars Scholarships for 9th and 11th graders is open. This is a great opportunity 
for 9th and 11th graders.  https://greatjobskc.org/scholarships/ The deadline to apply is 
Feb. 28th 
  

 Need help paying your electric bill? LIEAP can help 
you https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx 
 

If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please 
utilize these resources: 

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 
Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor 
Recursos en Español-    El Centro      JoCo Salud Mental- se habla Español.  
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf86FSuu0sE23UwAWIAqXheESLnUKR-uswwqdyx_3H3fX3aeg/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://greatjobskc.org/scholarships/
https://www.dcf.ks.gov/services/ees/Pages/EnergyAssistance.aspx
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Upcoming College Visits to South 2024-2025 
College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center at 
Shawnee Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are 
interested in attending a specific visit, please contact Ms. Young, Counseling Secretary, at 
bryoung@smsd.org  to obtain a pass. 

  
January  
Wichita State University    Tuesday, January 28 9:40  
  
February  
Savanna College of Art and Design  Monday, February 3 9:20  
Pittsburg State university    Tuesday, February 4  9:40   
Missouri State University   Wednesday, February 12 1:05  
Truman State University    Tuesday, February 25 1:05  
University of St. Mary     Wednesday, February 26 9:20  
  
March  
University of Mississippi   Tuesday, March 4 9:40  
University of Missouri-Kansas City  Tuesday, March 4 1:05  
University of Alabama    Wednesday, March 5 9:20   
Kansas State University    Wednesday, March 5 1:05   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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Occupation Spotlight: High Demand – High Wage Careers 
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District Attendance Specialist 
Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and I am the Shawnee Mission School District Attendance Specialist for the South 

high school feeder area. I am here mainly to provide follow-up monitoring of students identified as needing support 
for chronic absenteeism, but other functions I perform are: 

 I serve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance. 

 I cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual 

interests. 

 I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed 

community resources. 

 I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community to 
promote student attendance. 

 I work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families. 

 I connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources. 

 
My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. 
 
If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out. 

 
Thank you, 
 
Memo Rodriguez 

District Attendance Specialist 
Shawnee Mission South High School 
Indian Woods Middle School 
SMSHS: 913-993-7781 
IWMS: 913-993-0699 

Memorodriguez@smsd.org 

 

mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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Attendance Incentive 
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PTSA Meets Mondays at 7:00pm in the Library 

Febraury 3 

March 3 

April 7
English link https://form.jotform.com/242038408631149 
Spanish link https://form.jotform.com/242039139588162 

 
 

 

https://form.jotform.com/242038408631149
https://form.jotform.com/242039139588162
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Cappuccino Days are Back! 

 

February 12th and 13th (7:30-11am and 1-3pm) 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aaaa62bab9-cappuccino 

Students and staff can purchase hot drinks and goodies for themselves or 

a special someone to benefit PTSA! 

We need volunteers to HELP SERVE and to provide goodies to 

sell.  Please sign up for multiple slots! 

Please bring food no later than 7:30 am to the library! 

 

                                        
                                        

                           

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0c4aaaa62bab9-cappuccino
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
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Link to ROCKY’S RUNDOWN:  
https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766 

 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094EACAA23AB9-44465771-shawnee 

 

 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/409094EACAA23AB9-44465771-shawnee
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Access all SM South athletics and activity event calendar with real-time updates at www.sunflowerleague.org 

Monday, January 20, 2025  – No School – MLK Day 
 

Tuesday, January 21, 2025 – No School – Professional Learning Day 

5:00pm Basketball: Girls C-Team Tournament vs. SME @  Shawnee Mission East High School 

6:00pm Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. Olathe West  @  Olathe West High School 

7:15pm Basketball: Boys Freshman-B Game  vs. Olathe West  @  Olathe West High School 

7:15pm Basketball: Boys Sophomore Game  vs. Olathe West  @  Olathe West High School 

Wednesday, January 22, 2025 – Traditional 7 Period Day 

3:00pm Bowling: Varsity Game @  Mission Bowl N'Olathe 

3:00pm Wrestling: Boys/Girls Varsity District @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:00pm Basketball: Girls C-Team Tournament vs. SMNW @  Shawnee Mission East High School 

Thursday, January 23, 2025 – LATE START 2 – Advisory - 4 - 6 

3:30pm Swimming: Boys Varsity Dual vs. Blue Valley Northwest  @  Blue Valley Northwest 

Friday, January 24, 2025 – BLOCKS 1-3-5-7 
 8th Grade Showcase Auditorium/Library/Classrooms 

2:00pm Wrestling: Boys Varsity  vs. Blue Valley Northwest  @  Blue Valley Northwest 

4:00pm Swimming: Boys Varsity Diving  vs. Multiple Schools..  @  Shawnee Mission Aquatic Center 

5:00pm Basketball: Girls C-Team Tournament vs. Shawnee Mission-North  @  Shawnee Mission East High School 

6:00pm Wrestling: Boys JV Mixer @  DeSoto High SchoolMain Gym 

Saturday, January 25, 2025 

9:30am Wrestling: Girls Varsity Tournament  vs. Olathe South  @  Olathe South 

9:00am Wrestling: Boys Varsity  vs. Blue Valley Northwest  @  Blue Valley Northwest 

10:00am Swimming: Boys Varsity Meet  @  Shawnee Mission Aquatic Center 

12:00pm Basketball: Boys Sophomore Game  vs. SMNW @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

http://teacherweb.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=5872530&e=7F5B4F&c=47EE4&t=0&l=1C2EDC9D&email=jAp7Wbauj2Gy0NKrU0Yw73zXEaHTtGcN&seq=1
https://www.sunflowerleague.org/public/genie/403/school/10/date/2025-01-20/view/week/
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