
Fees College Prep Middle School
Future Planning & Boundary Proposal

Dr. James Driscoll, Superintendent

January 28, 2025



Agenda

● Presentation - Dr. James Driscoll, Superintendent

● Question/Comments



Comments & Questions
● To publicly ask questions or share feedback this 

evening, please complete a comment/question 
card. (One comment/question per card)
 

● Comments/Questions will be read out loud by 
moderator if indicated on the card.

● Public comments/questions will be limited to 1 hour.

● Additional opportunities for submitting feedback: 
email at info@tempeschools.org or call (480) 
730-7406.

mailto:info@tempeschools.org


Strategic Plan Goal 3
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Goal 3: Families will choose to attend any Tempe Elementary school and 
more out-of-district students will attend under open enrollment 
increasing student enrollment at all schools.

● 3.3: Strengthen specialized programs and/or school options.
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History

6

● On December 6, 2023 the Tempe Elementary Governing Board approved to direct 
the Superintendent to take the next steps to: 
○ Revisit boundaries specifically for the purpose to ensure students attend 

school closest to their home address (Completed)
○ Explore early childhood center options that are pedagogically sound
○ Build a more robust gifted program and explore other specialized options 

for schools
○ Address middle schools, including career exploration

● On June 12, 2024, Dr. Driscoll gave a phased plan on how to accomplish the goals 
set out in the December 6, 2023 Governing Board meeting.



History
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● On November 6, 2024, Dr. Driscoll and Jennifer Nusbaum, Director of 
Innovative Environments & School Design, provided location 
recommendations to the board for the following:

○ Explore early childhood center options that are pedagogically 
sound

○ Build a more robust gifted program and explore other specialized 
options for schools

○ Address middle schools, including career exploration 



Data Sources - Career Exploration
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Criterion Data Source(s)

1. Years to Facility Update Bond planning and facilities updates.

2. Grounds Adequacy for Career 
Exploration

Analysis of Acreage, Grounds, Avail. Parking, etc. (J. Nusbaum)

3. Building Capacity Capacity study completed 2022-2023 (C. Denton)

4. Possibilities of Current Structures Analysis of # of Classrooms, Spaces, Outbuildings, etc. (J. Nusbaum)

5. Traffic Impact on Neighborhood ADOT, MDOT, City of Tempe + Analysis by Site (J. Nusbaum)

6. Proximity to Potential Partnerships Proximity and pathways to current possibilities  (J. Nusbaum)

7. Commuting Routes Analysis by Site (J. Nusbaum)

8. Busing Logistics Analysis by Site (J. Palmer)

9. Movement in TD3 Analysis by Site (C. Denton)

10. Enrollment Trends & Options Enrollment Report to Board, 2024 (C. Denton), Demographers Report

11. Current Electives Opportunities Comparative and Longitudinal Study (J. Nusbaum)

12. Future Programming Perkins Allocation Studies, Career Cluster alignment, AZ Commerce, 
Industry Growth Forecasts by zip code (J. Nusbaum)

School 
Systems

Community

Students



History
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● On December 4, 2024, The Governing Board gave Superintendent Dr. James 
Driscoll direction as to next steps for future planning and potential boundary 
implications for K-8 ASPIRE Gifted Programming, Early Childhood 
Programming, and Middle School Career Exploration, as follows:

○ Further research Arredondo as a possible location for K-8 ASPIRE 
Gifted Programming

○ Further research Carminati as a possible location for Early Childhood 
Programming

○ Further research Fees as a possible location for Middle School Career 
Exploration



History
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● On December 18, 2024, Superintendent Dr. James Driscoll presented on 
Future Planning. The Governing Board approved to give Superintendent Dr. 
James Driscoll direction to pursue the recommended boundary proposals 
and next steps for future planning for the following:

○ K-8 ASPIRE Gifted Programming at Arredondo Elementary School

○ Early Childhood Programming at Carminati Elementary School

○ Middle School Career Exploration Programming at Fees College 
Preparatory Middle School



Career Exploration



Current Reality of 
Middle School Programming
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Current Middle 
School Options



Recommendation
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Middle School Career 
Exploration Vision

● Equal opportunity for middle 
school students to participate 
in the electives of their choice.

● Supports experiences that 
lead to future careers and 
educational pathways.

● Positive impact on student 
achievement.

“It’s important to let kids try out different identities,” says Heather Buskirk, director of instruction for 
career learning at Stride Learning Solutions. “Hands-on career exploration is a great way to do that.”



Policy JC
School Attendance Areas



Current Boundary - Fees

17



Recommended Boundary Changes
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Proposed Change: Fees Boundary Change to Mosley and Connolly

Before After



Recommended Boundary Changes
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Proposed Change: Fees Boundary Change to Mosley and Connolly



Next Steps



Frequently Asked Questions
● If approved, when will this take effect?

● When will the Governing Board vote on this proposal?

● How will this affect transportation?

● What if I don’t want my child(ren) to attend the new proposed 
home school?



Comments & Questions
● To publicly ask questions or share feedback, please 

complete a comment and question card. Individuals will be 
called upon in the order they were received.

● Email info@tempeschools.org.

● Call 480-730-7406

All comments will be shared with the 
Tempe Elementary School District Governing Board.

mailto:info@tempeschools.org


Break



Thank you
More information is available at 

www.tempeschools.org/boundaries

Additional Questions or Comments?

info@tempeschools.org | 480-730-7406

http://www.tempeschools.org/boundaries
mailto:info@tempeschools.org

