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From the Principal’s Desk
Dear Rye High School Community,

It's appropriate that this month's newsletter is being sent out on
Thanksgiving, as | have lots to be thankful for since my arrival to Rye in
August.

| am grateful for the time | have had to gain the perspective of so many
of you. I've had the opportunity to meet with parent and student focus
groups. I've hosted individual meet and greets with our incredible
faculty and staff. | get to speak with students daily, parents at school
functions, and local organizations who are always excited to partner with
our school. Regardless of where or with whom | speak, each interaction
paints a larger picture of what makes Rye special.

I've learned in three months what many of you already know--Rye is a
tight-knit family. Despite different personalities and interests, the
community as a whole is invested in the success and happiness of one
another. This is especially clear in our school. | have felt so much support
from the community in welcoming me as the new principal, and | would
like to thank you all for that support.

The greatest part of my job is to imagine what is possible when a
community comes together with the shared goal of supporting the
growth and learning of its children. We in turn get to see those children
realize their potential--both individual and collective--something that
always makes my work as an educator feel special and meaningful.

Wishing you a safe and happy Thanksgiving!
With gratitude,

Conchess Nara

Reminders and Important Information

§y Student Drop-Off: This is a reminder to parents to do their part in
ensuring a safe morning drop-off by: 1) being vigilant of your
surroundings; 2) driving cautiously and slowly around the school; 3)
waiting until the designated drop-off areas before stopping your car
to let your child(ren) out; and 4) not entering the faculty parking lot
for drop off unless you have prior approval for medical reasons.

§) Save the Date: The RMS/RHS Social is scheduled for Friday, January
24,2025, from 7-11 pm at the Apawamis Club. Come out to support
our schools!
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Upcoming
Dates

December 2-6: National
Inclusivity Week

December 7: SAT - 8am-
12pm

December 7: Senior
Scenes - 2pm & 7pm -
PAC

December 9: Vocal and
Percussion Concert -
7pm - PAC

December 14: ACT (off
campus)

December 16: Band and
Orchestra Concert - 7pm
- PAC

December 19: Meet and
Greet with Assistant
Principal Eunice Chao-
Forest - 10:30am - Room
160A - Library Media
Center

December 23 - January
3: Winter Recess
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Inclusivity Week

RYE HIGH SCHOOL'S
PARSONS STREET PLAYERS
PRESENT

SENIOR SCENES XV1

DECEMBER 7, 2024, 2PM & 7PM

ADULTS: $10 STUDENTS: $5
SENIOR CITIZENS: FREE

Inclusivity Week is a chance to connect, grow, and celebrate
what makes each of us unique. The Rye City School District, in
partnership with RAISE, will be celebrating National Inclusivity
Week across the district from December 2nd-6th. Every Voice
Matters and together, we can build a community where
everyone feels valued and seen. Learn more about RAISE here.
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Assistant Principal Announcement Course Scheduling Timeline

| am excited to announce the hiring of our new
Assistant Principal, Eunice Chao-Forest (she'll go
by “Ms. Forest” with the students). Through a
rigorous search process, Ms. Forest stood out as
the top candidate by demonstrating a strong
skill set as an instructional leader and
administrator, an approachable demeanor and
collaborative nature, a proven ability and
commitment to building relationships with
students, and deep experience working in
partnership with teachers and staff. We look
forward to welcoming Ms. Forest on December
18th. Upon her arrival, she will take over as the
9th and 11th grade AP.

Rye High School boasts a comprehensive course
catalog with over 160 course offerings. It is
important for students to understand the offerings,
so that in collaboration with their School Counselor,
they can request courses that align to their
respective learning styles and interests. Below you
will find a timeline of what the course selection
process will look like this year:

e January 13: 2025-2026 RHS Course Catalog made
public on school website
e January 16: 8th Grade Transition Meeting
reviewing course selection process
¢ January 21-22: HS Counselors facilitate 8th grade
course selections in classes
e January 27-30: HS Counselors prep students in
grades 9,10, and 11 by facilitating a draft of
course selections in classes
¢ January 30: Department Workshops for families
to learn about course offerings by department
e February 3-April 1: Grades 9, 10, and 11 course
selection meetings with HS Counselors
o 9th Grade: February 3-14
o 10th Grade: February 26-March 12
o 11th Grade: March 17-March 28

Please note that the course selection portal will
only be open for students during their grade’s
respective course selection window. This enables us
to methodically build a schedule that best
accommodates students’ course requests.



https://raise.membershiptoolkit.com/home

Community Service Fair

Our Community Service Fair was a huge success.
Over 200 students attended the fair, as they met
with representatives from 17 local organizations.

We received positive feedback from our students,
many of whom are already volunteering with
organizations they connected with at the fair.

| would like to give a huge shout out to the RHS
Parent Organization. Helen Biancucci did a
phenomenal job coordinating the event. The PO
also provided pizza for students who attended.
We look forward to making this an annual event!
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The RHS Thankful Tree

In the heart of our school, we've installed a
beautiful tree dedicated to gratitude and
reflection. Students, staff, and visitors are invited
to add a leaf and share what they're thankful for.

From big dreams to small joys, our school
community can celebrate the moments, people,
and things that bring light to our lives. Together,
we'll watch this tree grow with gratitude,
reminding us all of the strength in the school
community and the beauty of thankfulness.

Please stop by the tree outside of the new high
school iLab to add a leaf of your own!

Fall National Letter of Intent Signing
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On November 14th, we
hosted our Fall National
Letter of Intent Signing Day.
21 student-athletes from the
Class of 2025 were celebrated
for signing letters of intent.

It was a joy seeing these
students joined by their
families and coaches, who
have observed the hard work
they have put in over the
years in the classroom and
on the playing field.

Congratulations to all of the
students!
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RHS Academic Programs, Diploma Designations,
and Concentrations

On November 13th and 21st, we hosted 10th grade families for information sessions on Rye High School’s
program offerings, diploma designations, and academic concentrations. You can view the slides that were
presented at the info session by clicking HERE. It is also available on the school website under “Families &
Students” then “General Resources” then “Presentations”. You can access a PDF of the overview below by
clicking HERE. As we introduce the International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme to RHS next year, students
and families have had a lot of questions about which courses will be best for their child. This information
provides answers to many of those questions.

Rye High School Program Offerings DIPLOMA DESIGNATIONS
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Rye High School 914-967-6100

1 Parsons Street

www.rhs.ryeschools.org, Rye, NY 10580

X/Twitter: @PrincipalHara Instagram: @PrincipalHara
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