HORIZON MIDDLE SCHOOL
8" GRADE - COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

REQUIRED COURSES
ENGLISH 8.......full year

This course covers grammar, the eight parts of speech and thear usage, and composition wcludiong
sentence and paragraph writing as the areas of main concern the first semester, along with drama and the
short story. The second semester will include study of the novel, poetry, and the short story, and
composition activities with these umts. Vocabulary and spelling are an impartant part of both
semesters’ work.

FARTH SCIENCE....... full year

Thes course is the study of the Earth and its processes mncluding: geology, astronomy, veeanography,
meteorology, and conservation.

UUNITED STATES HISTORY §8....... full year

This course covers the growth of our naton from the Revolunonary War 10 the present. A special
emphasis is placed on the development and details of the US Constitution, citizenstup and the 19%

Century
PHYSICAL EDUCATION B.......] semester (extended over the school year, rotates with Career Ed)

Physical education 1s a required, co-educational semester class. This course contains a vanety af
movement forms, concepts and principles to develop age appropriate motor ahalls. It emphasizes the
benefits of physical activity and how to develop and mantam a health-enhancing level of fimess through
individual, dual and team activities.

CAREER EDLIICATION 8....... 1 semester {extended over the school year, rotates with PE)

This course 18 designed to help the student start thinking about the world of work, deeision making, poal
setting and the preparation that will be needed to help you be successiul n a career.

NORTH DAKOTA STUDIES 8.......1 semester

This course reviews all aspects of the state of North Dakota beginnng with the early hstory and
includes povernment, people, ECONOMICS, CUTENL ISSUES, geography, and special topics.

COMMUNICATIONS & COLLABORATION 8....... 1 semmester
Siudents will create umque products by determining the approphiate digital resources, teols, and formars
for a specific task They will use technelogy tools to communicate and collaborate, 1o access and
evaluate information, and to create and present relevant products. Students wall apply ethucal behaviors
and demonstrate responsible use of technology
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MATEI 8........0ul] vear

The choice for most 8" grade studenes, Math 8 15 aligned to the Common Care State Standards fus
Mathematcs. Students write, solve and graph eguations and wequaliiies. Exponent rules, sumlarity,
radicals, data displays, and the Py thaparean Theorem are also studied.

* DR *
ALGEBRA I......full vear

Algebra I1s a branch of mathematics that includes the use of variables o express general rules about
numbers, number relationshups, and operations. This is the first coutse 11 the taditonal callege
preparalory sequence. Students in this course earn high school credit, and must have successiully
completed Math 7 Accelerated.

*FULL YEAR - ELECTIVE CHOICES*
MATH ANIDVOR READING STRATEGIES ....] or ? semesters

I addtion to core math and ELA classes, students mav have the opporiumty to take etther Readmy or
Math Stsatemes.  Eacks are ful] veanmlerveshon courses that are desigoned 1o meet the needs of students
whose math andsor reading achievement s well below the proficient level. It 1s the goal of sach course
lr proside strategre, targeted mstructos o help students in reaching proficiency w math and/or reading.

AVID 8.......full year {Advancement Via Individual Determination)

AVID s an elective course which provides students with an imntessive preparation for igher educanon.
AVID focuses an witing, mquity. collabaration, otganization and reading (WICOR). Students also
learn strategies i orgamzalion, nole taking, and goal setting to enhance skills i preparation foe colleype
Students participate in group twiarials, collese visits, team building, service leaming and research. AVID
1% B students wha have the desire g0 o college and the wallingness to work hard. These are studesits
wha are capable of completne rigorous currrenlun with duppart and afrlize AVID to fulbill thesr awn
[rtegrtial,

Encollment in AVID requires an application, intesview, and contraet If interested i AVID, please
contach vour counselor.

BAND 8.......[ull year 530 percussion fee School instrument fwhen avalaile) rentaf fees

Band meets on a daly basts  Emphasis s placed on ensemble playing, music performance and music
fundamentals. The band performs throughout the year at eoncests and festivals. All instrumental

musicians are mvited to participate.,
CHOIR 8......Lull vear
Students learn mare advanced concepts of proper singing techniques and pracoce them daily. They are

given the oppuortumty to prepare audinon tapes for Middle School All-State Chair. Students learm basie
music theory, proper performance techniques, styles of music and smging styles, vanous eras of music
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history and various composers [rom each era. Students are mven the opportunity 10 sing o an all-city
music festival and also partcipate n the All-City Choral Festival
ORCHESTRA8.......full year

A Tull year elective, orchestra 1s for sixth, seventh, and eipghth grade students. Senny music, music
reading, orchestral playing and techmque are st essed The orchestra performs at concerts and other

funcuons
“VEMESTER - ELECTIVE CHOY CES*
ART 8.......] semester *Lub Fee

When enrolled in this ant course, students build on the basic knowledue learned 1n T grade art. They
san an appreciation for visual art through a vanety of meda and technigues. The elements and
principles of art remain promunent, while students explore  drawing, pamnting, color theory, ceramies,
printmaking, textiles, and mulu-cultural projects. In addinon, students learn fascinating lacts about
famous artists, art hustory and other cultures.

APPLYING TECHNOLOGY 8.......1 semester lab fee  depending on project selechions

This course provides students the opporiumty 1o study m a module seting while mtroducing them Lo
different areas of technology wn 7-day rotations The areas mclude Research and Desegn (Co2 Cars),
Electromes, a Laser Engraving Machine, Energy-Power & Mechanics, Engineering Towers, Farensic
Seience, Small Engimes, Plastics & Polymers, Practical Skills, and Tools & Machines  students can
create a fine woodworking project, and use the mini-lathe to make a pen sel Students will also
parucipate in breakout sessions. 7 days each to complete STEM problem-solving activities. Those
include: egg drop crash test vehicles, safety unit, 3D architectural design, maodel house project, papes
roller coaster, and 3D design projects using our 3D printers.

EXPLORING AGRICULTURE 8........]1 semestes

This project based course 1s an expansion of Exploring Ag 7. Dudn’t take that one”? Nobig deal. We
will review the foundanonal material and expand upon our activities arymal production, agncultural
mechanics, and natural resources. 'We wll introduce the concepts of business management and finance
theough a semester-long class project. Our goal 1s 1o provide learmng expenences mvolving agricultural
activities such as experimenting, identfying, and constructing different labs FFA and Leadersiup 1s an
integral component of this class

EXPLORING WEIGHT TRAINING 8........] semester
Students will begin 1o leamn proper weight traming techrugques and safety rules. Programs wall be
provided 1o teach students how proper weight training can be a beneficial hfenme actviry. Some aerobee

activities will be mcluded with the lifung programs. Thus class wall also bemn o explore basic human
anatomy and muscle functions.
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FACS 8 (FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 8)......] semester *Lab Fee
This course 15 designed to teach hands-on skills. Applicaton of acadennc concepts such as math skills
as related to measurement, sewing and cookin 1 are resnforced, followmng directions, and experiences
using the sewung machane, are also included. Food preparation, hasic nutrition and foodfkitchen safary

provide expeniences applicable 1o teen's hves, Students wall purchase a sewing project o complere as a
requirement for this class

STEM 8 {SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, & MATH §y........ | sernestes

Thus course will empawer students o become mnovators m the areas of Seience, Technology, Engineenng
and Math. Students wall follow the Engineeriny Desipn Process 1o create prajeets related 10 energy,

toboles, computer science and more. Sammple projects wall use Lego Roboues, digial science sensors, and
onhne coding platforms. Students will also explore STEM careers

SERVANT LEADERSHIP: MAKING A DIFFERENCE IN OUR COMMLUNITY........ | semester

Thisi 1s a course that uses Lead 2 Feed Curricul um‘Leadershup [essons on the website Lead2tfeed org

The lessons are connected to the 21 Century Skills, 4 Cs, and support sustained inquiry/PBL projects
Students will impact the commumuty while gainng leadershup skalls,
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