HORIZON MIDDLE SCHOOL
7t GRADE - COURSE DESCRIPTIONS

REQUIRED COURSES
ENGLISH 7.......full year

Students will study vanous forms of lilerature, develop wrtinyg skills, and continue theie study of
language conventions. Activities that drive these studies will challenge students to work mdividually
and cooperatively. The course is an integrated program consisting of bibrary, grammar, compisition,
literature, and speech. The students develop skills in reading, witing, speaking, listenng, studying and
researching.

GLOBAL STUDIES WESTERN HEMISPHERE 7...... wlfull year

“The Western Hemisphere™ is a course that examines Antarctica, Mexico, Central Amenca, South
America, West Indres, United States and Canada  Thts course also places emphasis on polincal and
economic systems, as well as religous and cultural dilferences and similarities, Itis an explanation of
histonical events and how those events apply 10 world condihons today.

LIFE SCIENCE T.......full year

This 18 a year-long mtroduction to biology. The course covers the scientific method and correct
laboratory methods, Emphasis will be placed upon cell structute and function, protists, plamt structure
and reproduction. An overview of simple orgamsms and thew relationstup 1o human structures wall alse

be included.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION T........] semester (extended over the school year, rotates with Health)

Physical education is a required course All units are co-educatonal Physical fitness testing occurs
each semester  In the seventh grade, soccer, traverse wall chmbing, softhall, joggng, physical fitness,
frishee golf, mat ball, floor hockey, snowshoemng, badmunton, circut training, basketball, volleyball,
winter sports-sleddinghce skanng/broomball and aerobics/werght traning, ame for all studsnts.

HEALTH T........] semester (extended over the school year, rotates with Physical Education)

This course 18 designed to give students factual information concething both emononal and physical
health with the goal of helping students to develop and make healthy choices in their lives. Topes
covered during health include chemical dependence, planning your futore, stress and mental health,
nuteition, human sexuality and death education.

COMMUNICATIONS V......c. 1 semester
Commumications 7 is designed to build self-confidence as students collaborate, commurueale, create,

and cntically think. Eye contact, strong voice, confident poise & proper language are the foundational
skills emphasized for speaking and hstening (SL 1-6 and L 6) In addition, this course will serve asa
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suppart o the overall social, and emononal well-bemyg of students and will incotporate digital hiteracy
and cyberspace standards.

COMMUNICATIONS LAB 7........] semester

This course promotes skills and attitudes thar inerease students” social and school suecess and prevents
violenee, bullywng, and substance abuse It provides a foundation for creating a safe, respectful learnmg
environment. Students will learm and apply the skills, attitudes, and behaviors taught 10 the course by
participatig m service learning projects w the communty andéor school,

MATH 7.......0ull year

The choice for most 7" grade students, Math 7 1 aligned to the Common Care State Standards fos
Mathematics. Students extend their understandin 1 of fracttons and decimals to solve problems
invelving all ratonal numbers, including those with negative sizns. Proportions, percent, multi-step
eyuations, sutface area and valume are also studsed.

“OR *
MATH 7 ACCELERATED........jull yaar

Students m this course learn ot an accelerated pace 1 order to study a cambination of 7% grade and 8%
wrade standards in preparatson for Algebra [ as an 8% yeade student. In addition 1o the 7 prade topics,
students study inear lunetwns, exponent rules, stmilarity, radicals, and the Pythagorean Theorem.

SFULL YEAR - ELECTIVE CHOICES™

MATH AND/OR READING STRATEGIES ....] or 2 semestets

n addition 1o core math and ELA classes, students may have the opportumty fo take ewther Readmyp o

Math Strategies.  Each are full vear miervention courses that are designed to mest the needs of stedents
whose math and‘or reading achievement 15 well below the proficient level. 1t 15 the goal of each course
lr provide stratepic, targeted instruction 1o help students in reaching proficiency w math andfor readinge.

A¥ID T.......full year {Advancement Via Individual Determination)

AVID 15 an elective course whach provides students with an mensive prepasation for kigher educanan
AVID lovuses on wirting, myuiry, collaboration, wrganization and reading (WICOR). Students also
learn stratesies i vrgamzation, note tahing, and soal setting to enhance skills i preparaton for college
Sludents participate in group tutorals, collepe visis, team building, service leatning and research. AVID
15 for students who have the desure o go o college and the wallingness to work bard. These are students

who are vapable of completing ngorous curnculum with suppart and unlizse AVID to fulfill their awn
petential,

Encollient in AVID cequires an apphicaton, mterview, and contract I nterested AVID, please
centact vour counselor,
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BAND 7.......[ull year £30 percussion fee Nehool instrament (wher avanlabie) roatal fees
Band meets daly. Emphasis is placed on ensemble playing, music performance and music
fundamentals. The band performs throughout the year al cancerts and Festivals. All imstrumental
musicians are mvited to participate.

CHOIR 7.......Jull year

Students learn the basic concepts of proper simging technigues and practice them daily  They are piven
the opportunity 1o prepare audition tapes for muddle school All-State Choir. Students are also introduced
1o many styles of music and singing styles, including musical theater. They are also exposed o vanous
eras of music history and vanous composers from each era. Music readmy, vocaluang, and harmonizing
are siressed. This group performs mostly at concerls

ORCHESTRA 7........[full year

Orchestea 1s for sixth, seventh, and enghth, prade students. String music, tusic readunyg, orchestral
playing, and rechnugue are stressed. The orchestra performs at concerts and other functions

*WEMESTER - ELECTIVE CHOICES®
ART T.eennane] semester “Lab Fee

This course mstills an appreciation for Vasual Art through a vanety of media and technigues. Students
will leam the Elements and Principles of Art winle explonng drawing, pmnhing, color theory, cerarmcs,
printmaking and multi-cultural prajects. In addition, students learn fascinating facts abowt Art hustory

and othar cultures.
EXPLORING AGRICULTURE Tereenna ] SEITIESIET

1f you enjoy dong hands-on projects in class, this is the class for you! Explonng Agnculiure s an
introduction to the agticulture ndustry. We will cover a wade range of agncultural topics, includiong
plant and animal science, production, and processing, agnicultural mechames, wcluding ol and
machine operanon and repait, business operations and management; and the careers avatlable m the

agricultural industry. Weekly lab acuvines wall include building projects, creating sumulations, canny
for plants, and observing live ammals. FFA and Leadership is an mtegial compaonsnt of this course.

EXPLORING WORLD CULTURES 7........1 semestes

This course explores cultures around the world through project-based learning and authentic learming
EXPEIENCes.

EXPLORING TECHNOLOGY 7.......l semester “lah fev  depending vh project selections

Thas course 15 designed 1o mtroduce students to a vanety of Technology & Engineening concepts. The
class is taught using Synergistic Modular Labs. The labs consist of the following Computer Graphics
and Animaton, Electncity, Engineering Badges, Fli ght Technology, CNC Manufacturing, Robotic
Applications, CADD, Rocketry and Space, Tools & Machines  (small woodworking projects), Future
Fuels, and CNC Lathe, The students will also complete the following activaties related to solving
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technical problems and STEM concepts. Intraduction to 3D desigh and 3D printing, Prosthenie hand
project, avianan praject, Tete robolics, catapult challenge, and a GPS geocachitg unst.

FACS 7 (FAMILY AND CONSUMER SCIENCE 7)........] semester *Lab Fee

Thus course 15 an exploratoey program for the students. It covers the comprehensive content of the
Farmuly and Consumer sciences education curneolum, This course focuses on “hands-on™ skills wuth
projects and activifies reinforcng math, science and grammar skills obtamed m core classrooms  Some
af the acuvines and projects peesented in this elass are. My Famuly and I, Caning for My Clothing, Let's
Sew and | Want o Prepare a Healthy Snack.

LIFETIME FITNESS AND RECREATION Tisrsae] SEMESLEE

This class olfers exposure of chowces for recreational and Jewsure lifetime activities The course will
identfy how 1o maintain life-long fitness through physical activity. Students will participate in a variety
of indoor and outdoor recreatonal activines, team spotts, and hfetme sports,

STEM 7 (SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, & MATH 7)........1 semester

Ths course will empower students ta become innovators i the areas of Science. Technology,
Engineering and Math, Stodents well follow the Engineenng Design Process to create projects related 1o
energy, robotics, computer science and more Sample projects will use Lego Robotics, digital science
sensars, and online coding platforms. Students wall also explore STEM careers.
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