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Parents – Monday, January 27, 2025



FCS Innovation Academy

Agenda

Grad 
Requirements

Credits and 
Transcripts

Scheduling 
Timeline

Course 
Progressions

Q&A



FCS Innovation Academy

The Big Question: 

Is it about the classes I take or is it about 
being a well-rounded student??
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Graduation Requirements

IA Grad Requirement: Research Class
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Specific Courses You Must Have

Science:

Biology, AP Biology

Chemistry, APES, Earth 
Systems

Physics, AP Physics 
(Physical Science)

Social Studies:

Government
(Can be yearlong or semester)

Personal Finance/Econ
(Can be yearlong or semester)

World History

US History

English:

Eng Lit I
(formerly 9ᵗʰ Lit)

Eng Lit II
(formerly 10th Lit)

Pick one from each group plus 
one other

Must take all Must take all plus two 
others
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Specific Courses You Must Have

Math:

Algebra
Geometry

Advanced Algebra
Fourth Math Credit

World Language:

World Language:
Majority of colleges 

and universities want at 
least two credits of 
World Language for 

admittance

Research:

IA Research
Taken in the junior year 

to complete the 
pinnacle project

FVS or GAVS More info next!Must be on transcript
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IA PINNACLE PROJECT 
AND RESEARCH
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Why Pinnacle Project?

OPPORTUNITY

• Passion Project
• Deep, Authentic Learning
• 21st Century Skills

IA FOUNDATION

• Mission

• Vision

REQUIREMENT

• Magnet Seal

• 3 Levels: On-Level, 

Honors, AP
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RESEARCH CLASS OPTIONS
ON LEVEL RESEARCH HONORS IA RESEARCH AP RESEARCH

No specialized sections
General IA Honors 

Research
By teacher recommendation only

Fine Arts Focused 
Research

If you are not recommended for junior year, 
you may take AP Research as a senior

Science Focused 
Research

Research Placement changes are 
not allowed.  The Science and ELA 
teachers meet together to finalize 
these recommendations.  There 

are no waivers.
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RESEARCH CLASS OPTIONS
ON LEVEL RESEARCH HONORS IA RESEARCH AP RESEARCH

No specialized sections
General IA Honors 

Research
By teacher recommendation only

Fine Arts Focused 
Research

If you are not recommended for junior year, 
you may take AP Research as a senior

Science Focused 
Research

Research Placement changes are 
not allowed.  The Science and ELA 
teachers meet together to finalize 
these recommendations.  There 

are no waivers.

If you are chosen for Honors 
Research, you will be asked if 

you would like to opt in to 
these specialized sections.
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https://fcsinnovationacademy.fultonschools.org/Hover over 
Counseling and Academics
Click on Scheduling Process

Click on Important Links and Resources
Click on the Course Catalog and Scroll to the Last Page
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https://fcsinnovationacademy.fultonschools.org/Hover over 
Counseling and Academics
Click on Scheduling Process

Click on Important Links and Resources
Click on the Course Catalog and Scroll to the Last Page
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Reading Your Transcript

Ends in 1 = 1ˢᵗ semester
Ends in 2 = 2ⁿᵈ semester

Course Number

Reminder: 1 semester equals 0.5 
credits

Credit Amount

Check the name of the course 
(honors or AP) – weighted 

points

Course Names
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Reading Your Transcript

Ends in 1 = 1ˢᵗ semester
Ends in 2 = 2ⁿᵈ semester

Course Number

Reminder: 1 semester equals 0.5 
credits

Credit Amount

Check the name of the course 
(honors or AP) – weighted 

points

Course Names

CTAE, World Language, and Fine Arts are count in the electives 
category.  Extra core classes beyond the graduation 

requirement also count as an elective credit.  At IA, your 
student will have plenty of electives.
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Dual Enrollment and High School Credits

A semester dual enrollment class = 1 full high school credit

Example:

Student A takes ENG 1101 for one semester.

This will count as a full 1.0 English credit to meet their 
graduation requirement

A student does not need ENG 1101 AND ENG 1102 to meet 
the high school graduation requirement.
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Dual Enrollment and High School Credits

Dual Enrollment Information Session was held 1.15.25

Student Q&A is Tues, Jan 28 in Mission Control during both 
lunches.

All Dual Enrollment Information is on our Scheduling 
Website.

Click on Counseling and Academics, Scheduling Process, 
Important Links and Resources
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Seals of Biliteracy
Lauren Butler 

butlerL1@fultonschools.org
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Application Deadline:
 Wednesday, February 5th

Application Deadline:
 Wednesday, February 5th

Upload to JotForm by 
Wednesday, February 5th
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TAG Directed Study

• Directed Study is an outstanding option for the self-guided learner!

• Elective credit that receives a numerical grade

• Each directed study is guided by a contract developed by the student alongside of 
a TAG teacher 

• The developed contract includes standards, at least 12 gradable experiences, 
percentage of course grade assigned to each experience, and due dates.

• Great chance for a student to explore their passions or continue a research project
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Time To 
Schedule
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Scheduling Timeline

The biggest first step of the scheduling process is….

EDUCATE YOURSELF

Course Catalog

Course Progressions in the Course Catalog

Teacher and Student Workload

AP Course Catalog

Website: fcsinnovationacademy.fultonschools.org/counseling-
academics/scheduling-process-25-26-school-year
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Why is Spring Scheduling So Important?

• IntentionalityKEY WORD

• Spring Scheduling allows students and families with a unique 
opportunity to design a course plan unique to their specific 
academic and personal interests.

Planning for the 
Future

• Opportunity for students to delve deeper within their 
interests/align their schedule with academic progress

Intentionally 
Explore your Interests
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Why is Spring Scheduling So Important?

• Crafting a balanced schedule that meets the academic needs while considering individual 
responsibilities outside of school

Creating a 
Balanced Schedule

• Each year, students are responsible for ensuring they are working towards 
their graduation requirements.

Graduation 
Requirements

• IA is intimately designed to ensure that all students have the opportunity to engage in a 
rich learning environment. Faculty are intentionally hired and placed based on student 
course selections. Course availability will be based on student feedback. Therefore, there 
is minimal schedule mobility/changes during the school year.

Course Availability
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What Should I Consider?

Academic 
Capacity Pre-Requisites Interests and 

Passions
Extracurricular 

Activities
Time Outside 

of School

Mental Health 
and My Well 

Being

Anything else 
you would 
consider?
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Recommendations and Electives

• Teachers will be speaking with students in the month of January about 
different course options for next year in their department.  Based on these 
conversations and their current progress in the course, teachers will make 
recommendations for the students for next year.

• Trust your teachers!

• January 27 – February 5: Elective Selection for Students
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Timeline
• January 27: 10ᵗʰ Grade Scheduling Workshop

• January 28: Dual Enrollment Q&A during lunch in Mission Control

• January 29: Scheduling Q&A during lunch in Mission Control

• February 10 – 20: Course Verification #1

• Feb 11: Meet with Counselors in World History Classes

•  March 3 – March 6: Verification #2

•  April 30 – May 5: Final Verification

We are here!
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10th Grade Help Sessions with Counselors

January 29th

Scheduling Q & A 

Location: 
Mission Control

During Both Lunches 
(Walk-Ins)

January 28th

Dual Enrollment Q & A 

Location: 
Mission Control

During Both Lunches 
(Walk-Ins)

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE OPPORTUNITIES TO GET SUPPORT! PREPARE QUESTIONS!
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Protocols and Procedures of Scheduling

• Specific directions are sent out for each stage of scheduling
⚬ These do not include calls and emails as it delays the processing of the 

requests

• We are scheduling 1500 students in a two month span

• Students and parents are encouraged to use the provided 
resources on the scheduling website to make the most 
informed decision for their student 
⚬ This includes the conversations that students have with their individual 

teachers about recommendations
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Important Aspects of the Process

Course Waivers
If a student is not 

recommended, they may 
meet with their current 
teacher to complete a 

waiver

Recommendations
Teachers recommend 
students for their next 

course based on numerous 
factors

Rigor Considerations
Ensure you calculate the 
workload hours that your 

child is signing up for.  
Above 21 hours is 

excessive!
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Planning for 11ᵗʰ 
Grade Year
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11ᵗʰ Grade Year Sample Schedule
English

Math

Science

Social Studies

Research Class

6ᵗʰ Class 3rd course in your chosen pathway

7ᵗʰ Class
2ⁿᵈ Pathway? Other Passion?
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If you request FVS or Dual Enrollment 
be first or last (or stacked), you must 

be OFF CAMPUS.

Why do we have to be Off Campus with 
Dual Enrollment?

1. This is in line with our fellow North Fulton Schools.
2. In our fellow North Fulton Schools dual enrollment 

students are designated to one area of the building 
such as a lab, Media Center, or classroom.  

3. We have the largest amount of Dual Enrollment 
students in the county.

Requesting Courses at Start or End of Day
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English

Don't forget 
about Element 
6: Multicultural 

Literature 
combined with 
Patient Care 

Fundamentals
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Science

If I took Physical 
Science H in middle 
school and got high 

school credit, do I have 
to take Physics?
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Social 
Studies AP Art History 

is now an 
elective at IA!
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Math
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Math 
Part 2
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Electives At IA

• Music Tech

• Aud Video (IAtv)

• Yearbook

• IA Beacon Staff

• WBL and Peer Facilitation

• TAG Intership

• Second Pathway

• Virtual Course 
oGAVS or FVS

• Second Core Class



FCS Innovation Academy

Health Science 
Part 2
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Engineering 
Part 2
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IT 
Part 2
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IT 
Part 2
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Now It’s Time To Talk…
• Compare your ideas with your student.

• Compare your family choices with the teacher recommendations

• What is best for ME? (not a sibling, not a neighbor, not a best friend)

• How do we make selections and decisions for a well-rounded student?
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Question and 
Answer

https://fcsinnovationacademy.fultonschools.org/counseling-
academics/scheduling-process-25-26-school-year
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