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Kathy chose
the leader in
heart care to
save her life.

Like Kathy, you don’t plan for a major heart problem. 
If it happens, you need a cardiologist who cares for 
the most complex problems, using the most advanced 
technology and procedures. Choose our dedicated 
experts to give your heart strength and your mind 
peace — it’s what you deserve.

Learn more at YouDeserveALeader.com

You Deserve A Leader.



1nkcschools .org

Welcome back, North Kansas City Schools! The new school 
year is in full swing and the air is buzzing with excitement 
across the district. On the first day, August 20, I had the 
privilege of visiting all 36 of our school sites to check in with 
students, staff and families. While a few tears were shed by 
kindergarteners (and their parents), the positive energy  
present throughout the district was inspiring. I watched a student lose her tooth 
at lunch while simultaneously biting into a sandwich and talking with me. I even 
heard from a preschooler how disappointing it is that we don’t get to go to school 
on the weekends, too! Our older students were glad to be reunited with friends 
and familiar faces at school. 

I am thankful for the many individuals behind the scenes who make this return 
to school possible for our more than 21,500 students: staff members, families, 
volunteers, business partners, and the entire NKC Schools community. As a 
new superintendent, the new year brings me great pride and gratitude, and I am 
humbled, honored, and promise to serve you to the best of my ability.

To that end, one way we demonstrate our commitment to serving as relentless 
champions for all students is by providing world-class facilities. We aim to create  
schools our students and staff can all take pride in. What a pleasure it was to 
witness the excited faces of students at Crestview and Nashua as they returned to 
brand-new, state-of-the-art facilities on August 20. At New Mark, Meadowbrook, 
Topping, and Golden Oaks, students were greeted by upgraded and renovated 
learning spaces. We are also watching a brand-new Greenway Elementary take 
shape, scheduled to open in 2025.

Each of these investments and more were made possible by your support  
for North Kansas City Schools in April 2022. We are deeply grateful for our  
community’s consistent support of bond and levy issues over the past several 
years, enabling us to improve aging facilities and manage ongoing student  
enrollment growth. Thank you! We know there is work still to be done. Look for 
more information to come this fall about the next steps in our long-range facility 
planning process and how you can shape the future of our schools. You’re also 
invited to join us for Homecoming celebrations, musical productions, or exciting 
fall sports matchups. As we look forward to an exciting season, I wish you the 
very best school year ahead.

Rochel Daniels, Ph.D. 
Superintendent – North Kansas City Schools 

superintendent@nkcschools.org

thank you to the many advertisers whose generous support  
made it possible for NKC schools to publish Insider .

Celebrate Homecoming
in NKC Schools
Join us this fall for exciting 
homecoming celebrations 
full of school spirit, student 
excellence and alumni pride . 
all are invited to take in the 
annual parades or cheer on 
our teams under the Friday 
night lights . 

Oak Park Northmen
Traveling Parade: tuesday, 
october 1
Game: Friday, october 4 
at 7 p .m . vs . st . Joe Central

Northtown Hornets
Parade:  Friday, october 11 
at 1 p .m .
Game: Friday, october 11 
at 7 p .m . vs . oak Park

Winnetonka Griffins
Parade:  Friday, october 11 
at 1 p .m .
Game: Friday, october 11 
at 7 p .m . vs . william Chrisman

Staley Falcons
Parade:  wednesday, 
october 16 at 6 p .m .
Game: Friday, october 18 
at 7 p .m . vs lee’s summit

if you’re heading to a football 
game, remember to purchase 
your tickets online at gofan.co . 

Planning to attend a reunion? 
Check nkcschools.org/alumni 
for event details .

EdiTOr OF  
InsIder

Peyton Galloway 
Communications Director

peyton .galloway@nkcschools .org
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Welcome back to more than 21,500 students!  

On Tuesday, august 20, students, family, staff 

members and the community celebrated  

the first day of the 2024-2025 school year.  

Smiles, hugs and familiar faces greeted learners  

as they returned to ring in the new year. 

superintendent Dr . Daniels speaks to students at North Kansas city High School .
students at antioch spot a familiar face in the 
hallway on the first day back .

Friends reunite at Briarcliff during recess on the playground . Oak Park students design their own personalized sneakers during art class . 
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the Falcons are all smiles as Staley students return for the first day back .

imagination was in the air at chouteau as this student created a scene 
with dinosaurs .

students work together at West Englewood to practice problem-solving 
and collaboration .

staff members at Northtown help the hornets 
navigate their way to classes .

West Englewood students tested out the new rock wall during P .e . time 
on august 20 .

crestview students were excited to return for their 30th day of school 
in a brand-new building .



5nkcschools .org

C o N s t r u C t i o N  u P D a t e

every summer, the district’s maintenance and facilities departments are busy updating and 
upgrading schools across the district, so when students return in august, they are greeted with 
renovated cafeterias, bathrooms, hallways, and classrooms with new paint and flooring . some 
even enjoy new playgrounds . this work is on top of the major construction projects such as the 
new Crestview, Nashua, and Greenway (opening fall 2025) . the summer of 2024 was no exception! 
here are several of the schools that saw improvements this summer:

Long Range Facility Plan Continues
Community leaders, parents, staff, and students have weighed in on the next long-range Facility Plan  
to guide district staff and the Board of education as we look ahead to keeping up with growth and parity  
among our schools in the years to come . Currently, a committee composed of Board members and  
district leaders is analyzing data and needs from each building to determine a phased plan for  
improvements and new construction .

we aim to present a new facility plan to the Board of education at their November business meeting for 
approval . More information will be forthcoming in future issues of Insider magazine, so stay tuned!

summer work Creates New looks

Topping’s new gymnasium pops with color and style .New turf and field graphics are ready for fall sports at Winnetonka.

Major improvements were made to New Mark’s commons area, creating 
a much more inviting area for students to eat lunch and gather .

Golden Oaks’ outdoor areas also got spruced up, giving students and 
staff a place to learn and gather on nice days .

North Kansas City schools  •  Insider  •  Fall 20244

it’s a big thumbs-up from Nashua students as they settle in to their  
new classrooms .

eager students arrived extra-early to explore their new school!

a bridge connects the upstairs “neighborhoods,” or classroom areas, in 
the new Nashua and serves as a focal point of the design . 

Nashua

B a C K  t o  s C h o o l

in Brand-New Buildings
the morning air was buzzing as students at crestview and Nashua waited to enter their new buildings 
on august 20! thanks to the strong support from our community for the 2022 bond issue, students  
at both schools were welcomed back to brand-new school buildings . the two state-of-the-art facilities  
feature spacious classrooms and collaborative workspaces to foster creativity, collaboration, and growth . 
NKC schools is proud to officially open these two new world-class learning environments . 

students and teachers alike benefit from the upgraded furniture and larger  
classrooms to accommodate Crestview’s growing student population .

the Cheetahs received a red carpet welcome as they returned to school 
in their brand-new facility . 

 Connecting the ground floor of the new Crestview is a unique “canyon” 
space, home to the school’s library media center and innovation lab . each 
area in the school is themed after a different biome, from the savannah to 
the rainforest .

Crest view
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the foundation for a successful  
journey from kindergarten to  
graduation begins with high-quality  
early education . over the past  
several years, NKC schools has  
made significant investments  
in this key area .

in 2021, we proudly opened a brand-new early education Center with  
capacity to serve hundreds of three- and four-year-olds . NKC schools’  
commitment to investing in our children and our community is already  
paying dividends for thousands of young learners . 

research shows that kids who attend high-quality preschool programs  
develop better language, math, and social skills . Kindergarteners who  
attended NKC schools’ early education programs were 20% more likely to  
be ready for kindergarten than those who did not .  

this year, NKC 
schools will serve 
more than 1,100  
preschoolers 
through various 
programs, including 
full-day and center-
based options, as 
well as services for all 
students qualifying 
for early Childhood 
special education . 
thank you to our 
community for your 
support of this  
important endeavor!

From expecting parents to 
almost-kindergarteners,

  
is here to help. 

Did you know that NKC schools  
offers free programming and support 
for all residents with children from  
the prenatal stage until they begin  
kindergarten? Qualified parent  
educators support families with  
personalized home visits, offering: 

 information about child 
development (including language, 
cognitive, motor, and social- 
emotional milestones) 

 Fun, educational activities you can 
do at home with your child

 strategies to strengthen parent-child 
relationships

 support on parenting topics such 
as health and safety, nutrition,  
sleep, guidance and discipline,  
and attachment

Families can call 816-321-5453  
to enroll or visit our website at  
nkcschools .org/parentsasteachers .

E a r ly  E d u c a t i o n

7nkcschools .org

andrew Harkey, Staley – “soldiers fought and died, making the ultimate sacrifice 
so people could use [omaha Beach] as a beach . so that people had the freedom 
to live their lives free from authoritarianism . i learned that one veteran’s favorite 
thing to do was watch children play soccer on omaha Beach because it reminded 
him why he fought .”

Mariah durgan, North Kansas city – “it’s such a privilege to read or watch 
something about wwii and D-Day specifically, and think to yourself, ‘i’ve been  
to the location where that happened .’”

Truman camarda, Oak Park – “i came back from Normandy with an appreciation 
for ordinary soldiers who showed extraordinary heroism and leadership to help 
restore freedom to europe .”

dominic Gonzalez, Winnetonka – “Beyond the exploration of the historical sites, 
there was also the educational value this trip provided . From the wonderfully  
curated exhibits at the National wwii museum, to the images and knowledge 
that our wonderful tour guide had, i left the trip feeling well-educated on the 
invasion of Normandy and beyond .”

Normandy academy is the trip of a lifetime, a 12-day immersive  
summer learning and leadership led by the National wii Museum .  
students travel to Normandy, France to visit historic sites, landmarks, 
and museums and are challenged to learn from the choices made 
before and during the historic D-Day landings .

the education Foundation offers a 100% scholarship to Normandy 
academy, established by oak Park alumnae Linda Holwick Bond ’76 
and other generous donors in memory of the late Michele Evenson 
Lindsay, oak Park ’76 . three cohorts have participated since 2022, 
and thanks to a matching grant from the Jedel Family Foundation, 
eight rising seniors will be able to attend in the summer of 2025 . 

@NKcEdFoundation

at the NKC schools education  

Foundation, we mean business 

when it comes to creating bright 

futures for our 21,500+ students!  

By igniting the power of community  

at our annual Fall Breakfast, we 

connect generous hearts with our 

schools and provide opportunities  

for all students to experience the 

power of education and excel 

through extraordinary experiences .

Join us on 

thursday, october 17, 
at the KCi expo Center  

for an inspirational event  

featuring a showcase of  

real-world and entrepreneurial 

experiences, a spotlight on the  

education Foundation’s impact over 

the past year, and a message from 

superintendent Dr . rochel Daniels .

Join community leaders,  

corporate partners, and  

individual supporters at our  

signature event! rSVP at  

nkcschoolsfoundation.org/

events/fall-breakfast.

“i will be forever grateful for what the  
Education Foundation has provided me with…”

Truman Camarda
Dominic Gonzalez

Andrew Harkey

Mariah Durgan

Fa l l  B r e a K Fa s t  u P D at e
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A Year of RecognitionA Year of Recognition
Kicking off in September 2024, the 
AOW program will run for 30 weeks, 
throughout the school year,  
highlighting the dedication and  
talent of these young athletes.

 $50 per week, per sponsor
Sponsorship includes:

• 2 col x1.5” ad with sponsor logo 
and information in the weekly 
Athletes of the Week  
newspaper ad

• On-line ad with sponsor log  in 
the weekly Athletes of the Week 
on-line ad.

• Banner ad on the voting  
page each week

• Sponsor logo in all print and  
on-line house ads promoting  
the contests

• Sponsor mention in all social  
media posts.

• ½ page ad in Athlete of the Year  
Special Section inserted in the 
newspaper.

End of the year Athlete of the Year  
Voting Contest!

How it works:How it works:
Athletes will be chosen by our readers in a weekly on-line 
voting contest on (newspaper.com) website from a pool of 
nominations provided by local coaches, athletic directors and 
principals of athletes who had outstanding achievements in 
their sport during the previous week.

Winners will be announced each week in the newspaper  
and on the (newspaper.com website).

At the end of the year, all male and female Athletes of the 
Week will be entered in an on-line voting contest for the Male 
and Female Athlete of the Year.

Readers can vote one time per day.

Contact your sales Rep Today!Contact your sales Rep Today!
Sales Rep Name

salesrep@cherryroad.com

Athlete of the WeekAthlete of the Week
Spotlight our Community's Stars!Spotlight our Community's Stars!

Partner with us to shine a light on the outstanding accomplishments of our locaPartner with us to shine a light on the outstanding accomplishments of our local l 
student-athletes throughout the school year with an exciting on-line voting contest.student-athletes throughout the school year with an exciting on-line voting contest.Partner with us 

to shine a light on 
the outstanding 

accomplishments of our 
local student-athletes 

throughout the school year 
with an exciting on-line 

voting contest.

2024

816.532.4441

Providing expert 
electrical service 
year after year.

to all of our Northland customers. 
We look forward to serving you 

throughout the year.
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An Affiliate of Children’s Mercy Hospital

Serving the Northland for over 35 
years  loving-care for kids  

BIG and SMALL

tel 816.587.3200
fax 816.587.7644

tel 816.587.3200
fax 816.587.7644

An Affi liate of Children’s Mercy Hospital

lov ing-care
for kids
BIG and small

8781 n. platte purchase drive, kansas city, mo 64155 
www.pediatriccarenorth.com

Susan L. Storm  MD
Laurie D. Riddell  MD
Ermalyn Kubart  MD
Stephanie A. Marx  MD
Kathryn Hauptmann  MD

Melissa J. Beard  MD
Stephanie R. Bays  DO
Heather J. Malone  MD
Amanda Finn  DO
Monica M. Rondeau  PNP

Nick Stasic  MD
Lisa Green, MD
Angela Carter, FNP
Jill Rosbrugh  MD
Shane Storm  MD 

8781 n. platte purchase drive, kansas city, mo 64155 | www.pediatriccarenorth.com
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Your Community Builder.

Priorities in learning spaces have 

evolved, emphasizing the crucial 

role environment plays in children’s 

development. Versatility and 

adaptability are now essential for 

fostering positive school settings. 

For 25 years, McCownGordon has 

been dedicated to helping schools 

maximize their potential, whether 

enhancing existing facilities or 

building new ones from scratch. We 

are proud to be the trusted builder 

for North Kansas City Schools.

STALEY HIGH SCHOOLEARLY EDUCATION CENTER

MAPLEWOOD ELEMENTARY

Y O U R
P A T H W A Y  T O
T E A C H I N G
 IS READY!

MASTER OF ARTS
IN TEACHING DEGREE

BEGIN TEACHING NEXT SEMESTER
IN OUR NEW PRACTITIONER TRACK
Rated #12 by US News & World Report

online.k-state.edu/campaign/master-of-arts-teaching/

• Service  • Repair • Replacement
Family Owned and Operated

Licensed & Insured, Satisfaction 
Guaranteed

Free Estimates
Service, Sales & Parts

Keeping your home Keeping your home 
comfortable for over 75 years.comfortable for over 75 years.

Senior & 
Military Discounts 

Available on 
Service

www.gfac1948.comwww.gfac1948.com
816.452.0400

*Financing available. Subject to credit approval on new equipment. See store for detail.C
H
-1
59

77
00
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Targeted Local  
  Advertising
Reach an engaged and affluent 
local audience when you promote 
your business in North Kansas City 
Schools Insider Magazine. This 
magazine offers a highly effective 
place for your business to advertise 
directly to more than 54,000+ 
households in the rapidly growing 
North Kansas City School District.

To learn more about this 
valuable opportunity,  
contact Quinn Gregg. 
816-389-6619
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Elevate Your Career with a Doctorate 
in Curriculum and Instruction

Accelerated Learning: 
Achieve your doctoral degree in a streamlined 
three-year program, designed for busy educators.

Embedded Dissertation: 
Our curriculum is strategically crafted to incorporate 
your dissertation research, providing comprehensive 
support throughout your studies.

Innovative Internships: 
Participate in unique internships that bolster your 
dissertation research and enhance your professional 
practice and classroom impact.

Cohort Model: 
Join a diverse cohort of educators from across 
the country, sharing insights and learning together 
under the guidance of seasoned faculty.

Fully Online: 
Study from anywhere 
while you continue your 
teaching career.

3-Year Completion: 
Fast-track your doctorate 
in just three years.

No GRE Required: 
Simplified admission process 
with the GRE waived.

PROGRAM FEATURES:COURSE HIGHLIGHTS:

Get Started Today:
Email:  
Sherri Martinie: martinie@ksu.edu
Visit: https://qrco.de/bfBiaw

Master’s in 
EDUCATION 

Master’s in 
SCHOOL COUNSELING 

Master’s in 
SECONDARY ED

Master’s in 
ELEMENTARY ED

Doctor of 
EDUCATION

TEACHING CAREER
ACCELERATE YOUR

https://stmary.edu/teach

2024

• Specializing in Orthodontics for Adults & Children
• Complimentary Exam • Invisalign Preferred Provider
• Saturday and Evening Appointments Available
• Metal Braces • Clear Braces • Aligners

Personalized Care for Smiles of All Ages

14 time
recipient of the“Best of the Northland”

award !

8407 N. Main St. • Kansas City, MO 64155
816-420-8100     www.KavanaughOrtho.com

• Keypad Gate Entry 
• 24-Hour Digital Video Surveillance 
• Restrooms on Site 
• Loading Moving Carts 
• Indoor Loading Bay Area 
• Easy Drive-Up Access  

1955 Macon St
North Kansas City, 

MO 64116
(816) 218-1111

VETERAN OWNED AND LOCALLY MANAGED

CLIMATE-CONTROLLED AND
STANDARD STORAGE UNITS

CLEAN, FENCED AND WELL LIT

attic-storage.com
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Call 816-529-8963 to advertise!

Support NKC School 
District businesses!

SHOP  
LOCAL
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Welcome to our Group of Physicians, 
Dr. Chris Reams



Sports medicine that
powers your best…

As the Northland’s premier provider of orthopaedics, we know active living and healthy 
competition is the key to a fulfilling life for athletes. From diagnosis to surgical and 
non-surgical treatment and specialized rehabilitation, we provide holistic, sport-
specific care that’s personalized to your needs.

Whether you’re playing for the championship or just the love of the game, our 
fellowship-trained sports medicine specialists will keep you strong, active and always 
moving forward.

libertyhospital.org/lifeinmotion

This is where health happens.

because life is better in motion.


