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NJSLA Defined

NJ Student Learning Assessment
a. ELA 

Read and analyze authentic fiction and nonfiction text
“Emphasizes the importance of close reading, synthesizing ideas within and across
texts, determining the meaning of words and phrases in context, and writing
effectively when using and/or analyzing sources” - NJDOE website
Grade 3, 2x 75min sessions= 150 total; Grades 4-9, 2x 90min sessions= 180 total

b. Math
 “Students will face a mixture of objective items assessing content and practice and
constructed-response items requiring the application of grade or course
appropriate reasoning and modeling.” - NJDOE website
Type I- Computer scored (MC, multi-select, drag-drop, hot spot graphing, etc)
Type II- Mathematical reasoning, hand scored. Partial credit given
Type III- Mathematical modeling, hand scored. Partial credit given

https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/district/blueprtsguide/elacompanionguide3to8.shtml
https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/district/blueprtsguide/mathcompanionguide3to12.shtml


NJSLA Defined (con’t)

NJ Student Learning Assessment
b. Math (continued) 

Grades 3-5 (non-calculator) 
3x 60-minute units= 180 total

Grades 6-8 (mix of non-calculator and active calculator items)
3x 60-minute units= 180 total

Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II (mix of non-calculator and active calculator
items)

2x 90-minute units= total 180

c. Science
“Measure students’ ability to utilize the science and engineering practices to explain scientific
phenomena appropriately” - NJDOE website
Investigating, sense making, and critiquing topics of Physical Science, Life Science, & Earth
Science
Grade 5 and 8

4 units x 45min= total 180
Grade 11

4 units x 60 min= total 240

https://www.nj.gov/education/assessment/resources/science/docs/NJSLA-S%20Overview%20Presentation.pdf


PRO CON

Student Benefit
Strengths and areas for improvement
Build confidence and comfortability
Goal Setting

Not a Predictor of Future Success
Does not measure creativity, critical
thinking, leadership, collaboration, and
empathy

School Improvement
Identify curricular strengths and areas for
improvement
Identify areas for teacher PD
Allocation of resources

Influenced by Outside Factors
Motivation
Chronic absenteeism
External distractions

Family Engagement
Identify areas of strength, and opportunities
for growth
Direction of how to support at home

Lack of Feedback
Timelines for when scores/reports are
provided
No guidelines for a pathway to improve

State Assessments - What to Consider...
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Other 2023-24
Standardized Assessments
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DLM

Dynamic Learning Maps 
Offered to students with the most significant cognitive
disabilities- general education assessments are not
appropriate 
DLM provides students an alternative  to demonstrate
progress in ELA, math, and science
38 students participated 
Results are used by CST and parents to help build
appropriate IEP goals and objectives.



Annual K-12 assessment to monitor students’ progress in
learning academic English
Assess four language domains: Listening, Reading, Writing,
and Speaking.
310 students participated in testing  in 23-24.

WIDA

ACCESS for ELLs



2024-2025
Taking Action!
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Addressing Needs

01 Strong Commitment to Data
Evidence Statement Analysis 
LinkIt Data Analysis

Whole District
Data Carousel 

Regular discussion at dept and grade
level meetings

03 Job-embedded Prof. Dev.
Identify quality and targeted PD that
addresses areas for growth
On-going support instead of
“snapshot” learning 

02 Articulation
Across grade-levels
Across content areas 
Across districts

County conversations
Additional opportunities with
neighboring districts

04 Assessment Readiness
Exposure to style and demands of
questions
Writing tasks and rubrics

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c5D-JO2npoZ5fowHkqE6pigOFovB-1Fx/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1c5D-JO2npoZ5fowHkqE6pigOFovB-1Fx/view?usp=sharing


Addressing Needs

05 Student Support Structure
RTI Process to support
remediation
ACE/AIM for enrichment

07 Student Agency
Addressing student motivation
through goal setting, school-
wide activities, and programs
Encourage student buy-in
through a culture of learning 

06 Curricular Program Updates 
K-5 ELA material exploration
Math materials in 6-12 discussion
Sprial review of ES science curriculum
Alignment with 2023 Math/ELA NJSLS

08 A Fresh Set of Eyes...



Thank You
Dr. Trish Bogusz

Assistant Superintendent of Curriculum and Instruction
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