
Ellicott Elementary PTO notes 9/18 

President’s report-The meeting started off with introductions.  The PTO is looking for volunteers for the 
Walk for Ellicott.  We are in desperate need of help.  The new newsletter went to all families, moving 
forward it will just go out to our PTO membership.  Membership is down.  We have just 144 members to 
date out of over 500 families at Ellicott.  Every year a family needs to renew and it’s only $5 to join.   The 
PTO is looking for new volunteers with new ideas.  Our webpage through the district needs some 
updated information like meeting dates and how to join.  Teachers could use class Dojo, Remind or other 
ways to communicate their families on how to join the PTO. 

Principal’s report- Mrs. Brown welcomed everyone.  UPK pick up is improving.  The school has received 
positive feedback on the before school year open house/supply drop off. 

Treasurer’s report- The PTO is down on membership dues.  This affects our budget moving forward.  
There has been an increase on holding all activities.  We need to raise money for the activities to 
happen.   

Teacher’s report- Lindsey Clader 

September Teacher Notes - Ellicott PTO Meeting, 2024 

 

Pre-K is working on routines, meeting new friends, and what school is all about.  The kids love their 
weekly specials and are doing a great job adjusting to our new schedule.  

 

Kindergarteners are off to a great start! They are doing a wonderful job of learning routines and 
procedures. We are learning all about being good listeners and good friends. We have had lots of fun 
playing with different toys and materials in our classroom, learning how to use them appropriately. We 
have had great fun during our "name study," where we study and compare/contrast the names of the 
friends in our classroom. Our color study is well under way, and students have had lots of fun learning 
about each color of the rainbow. During phonics, students are doing a wonderful job of thinking critically 
about sounds and letter formation. In math, students are exploring different math materials and working 
hard on counting and routines. In social studies, we are learning about being a member of our school 
community. We are having so much fun!  

 

 

 



First Grade:  The first graders are learning the rules of our classroom, school, and country in our first 
Social Studies unit.  We're reading and building good reading habits.  We're also reviewing the short 
vowel sounds through our UFLI lessons. 

We had a visit from Mr. Morton already!  We want to thank PTO for sponsoring his visits!  We really 
enjoy meeting all his animals and learning so much about them!  We're looking forward to our "Walk for 
Ellicott"! 

 

Second grade is off to a great start!  We are getting to know each other, making friends and learning our 
classroom routines.  Supply Drop off and Open House was a huge success.  Thank you families for visiting 
the classroom and getting supplies dropped off. It made the first day of school go so smoothly. Second 
grade has embarked on their curriculum and have been  participating in the Kindergarten Color Days and 
Bills Spirit Days. Looking forward to the Walk-a-thon on Thursday. We are so excited for the year ahead.  

Third grade is up and running, and we are excited to transition our students to an intermediate grade 
level where they will build stronger, more independent student skills.  Our UFLI phonics instruction has 
begun.  We have three classrooms piloting both of the possible new reading programs to come.  We 
have four classes that have begun their first Science unit on motion as they rotate to other 
classrooms.  We have spent the first few weeks of school building our classroom communities and 
families to help students get acclimated to new routines and expectations.  Students in Mrs. Czechowski 
and Mrs. Zelasko's class along with Miss Mcgowan's class we integrate with have created a "growth 
mindset" motto for the year, so we can work to persevere through challenging or unfavored tasks.   

Fourth grade is already busy with this new school year! 

In SS: We're studying geography and specifically  New York State. Bordering states, lakes, other bodies of 
water, climate, agriculture, etc. All things NYS! 

 

In Math: Beginning Place Value and understanding numbers through the millions. We are reviewing our 
foundational number sense from 3rd grade, and continuing to build on what we know—reading, writing, 
and manipulating larger numbers, comparing and ordering, rounding, adding and subtracting large 
numbers. 

 

In Reading: Mrs. Danciu is beginning a new pilot program! The other 4th grades are beginning The Tiger 
Rising by Kate DiCamillo, focusing on character traits, themes, and responding to our literature using 4th 
grade skills. We will be answering comprehension questions and learning about figurative language. 

 

And as always, thank you to the PTO for all your support.  We are excited about our T-shirts coming in! 
Happy September! 

 



Fifth graders are off to a great start! We started our 13 weeks of DARE instruction with Officer Putnum 
this past week. We are lucky to have Officer Putnum available to us each day! 

 

Health and Wellness is off to a great start! We made emotion monsters/friends to start off the year, and 
now we are talking about how we can understand more about ourselves by understanding how our 
brains work. 

 

Family Solutions Center will be offering a Parent Enrichment program for parents of UPK-grade 5 on 
Thursday nights in Oct/Nov. Details will be out soon! 

 

STEM classes have kicked off the year with a focus on exploration, observation, and enhancing 
communication skills to improve their designs. Students from Pre-K to 1st Grade have been learning 
about what it means "To Be a Maker," using a variety of building materials to envision and realize that 
their ideas can come to life. Students in Grades 2-5 are focusing on effective strategies to communicate, 
collaborate, and apply critical thinking to tackle various building challenges they encounter. Additionally, 
5th Grade students are collaborating to produce creative videos for our Pre-K students, explaining key 
concepts in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. 

 

Art  Pre-K through 5th grade Art students are participating in our annual Square1Art fundraiser. 

 

Library 

Parents can see what we're doing in the library on our library blog at: https://ellicottlibrary.tumblr.com/ 

 

The only other big thing is moving to full periods for specials in UPK.  

 

Walk for Ellicott-The event is this Thursday from 4:30-6:30pm.  We are down on fundraising money.  One 
thought is to go back to the envelope instead of just doing it all online.  They will have a container for 
families to donate money or check to at the event. The event is also low on volunteers. 

Picture day-volunteers will help with hair 

Welcome back social- The event is Wednesday, October 16th from 5:30-7:30.  There will be donuts and 
cider at the event.  They are looking for donations to keep the cost low.  This will be a free event. 

Garden and Grounds- There will be hay barrels, mums and pumpkins displayed for the walk and for the 
remaining fall season outside of the school.   

Next meeting will be via zoom October 9th at 6:30pm 

https://ellicottlibrary.tumblr.com/

