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MINUTES 

MOUNT ARLINGTON BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Special Meeting 

Committee of the Whole 

December 11, 2024 

 

 

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

 

PRESENT:  Edwin Botero  

Rachel Byrne, President 

Al Decena 

            Melissa Eckert  

Al Roldan 

            Karl Svenningsen 

 

 

ABSENT:            Sheila Studint, Vice President 

 

 

ALSO PRESENT:     Monica A. Rowland, Superintendent of Schools 

           Steven E. McHugh, Sr., School Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

             Joseph Coladarci, Principal 

                                   Jen Ochoa, Supervisor of Special Services 

             40 Guests 

                                    

         

Board of Education President, Mrs. Rachel Byrne, called the in-person meeting to order at 7:00 

P.M., declared a quorum present, and read the following notices:  

 

The Mount Arlington Board of Education is meeting for discussion 

about business before the Board of Education today. 

 

The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the public’s             

right to have advance notice of and to attend meetings of public bodies at which 

business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with 

this Act, the Board of Education has sent notice of today’s meetings and copies 

of the Agenda to the: 

                             Roxbury Register 

                             Daily Record 

                             Star Ledger 

                             Municipal Clerk 

                             Board of Education Members 
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Notice of today’s meeting and copies of the Agenda have been posted on the Mount 

Arlington Public Schools Website: www.mtarlingtonk8.org 

 

All Board of Education members present participated in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS: 

 

1. Dr. McHugh, School Business Administrator, presented the current status of the 

2024/2025 Fiscal Budget. The presentation detailed the ($999,429) in unanticipated 

appropriations and the $531,514 in cost reductions undertaken. The estimated Deficit 

as of December 11, 2024 is ($467,916.) 

 

2. Dr. McHugh reviewed a draft of the completed Corrective Action Plan required by N.J. 

Admin. Code 6A:23A-16.10. 

 

3. The Board of Education discussed the Fiscal Deficit and the Corrective Action Plan.  

 

4. The Corrective Action Plan will be placed on the December 18, 2025 Regular Board 

of Education Meeting Agenda. 

 
 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT ON ITEMS OF BUSINESS: 

 

1. Brooke Ortiz inquired if the School District has communicated with the builders of 

the new housing planned for Mount Arlington. 

 

2. Chris D’Amico inquired about grants to cover educational costs. 

 

3. Angela Sarinelli asked how the Corrective Action Plan will affect the District for the 

balance of he School Year and the next Budget Year. 

 

4. Theresa Doran stated that there was a delay in registering her student and suggested 

this might have affected the District’s finances.  

 

5. Nate Hudson asked what would the District “give up” if it used Capital Reserve to 

fund the Fiscal Deficit. He also asked if the District has considered a Referendum. 

 

6. Erika Puskas, suggested that the District should consider challenging placements. 

 

7. Joseph Phil stated that the District should refund Teacher Supply Lines. 
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ADJOURN 

 

A motion was presented by Mr. Roldan, and seconded by Mr. Botero, that the Regular 

meeting be adjourned. The motion was unanimously carried at 7:46 PM. 

 

Voice Vote:  

Yes: 6 

No:  0 

Abstain: 0 

Absent: 1 

Motion Passes 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Dr. Steven E. McHugh, Sr 

School Business Administrator/Board of Education Secretary  

Approved: January 15, 2025 


