RSU #63 Emergency Board Meeting
Date: August 30, 2021
Location: Holbrook Middle School
Minutes

RSU 63 Board Member(s) Present:

Town of Holden: Matthew Campbell, Cherie Faulkner, Tracy Roberts, and Holly Whitmore
Town of Clifton: Linda Graban

Town of Eddington: Robin James, Jaime Pangburn, and Tracy Bigney

Board Chair, Holly Whitmore called the meeting to order at 6:30pm

Motion by Matthew Campbeli with a second by Robin James to enter into Executive Session to discuss legal rights
and duties of the school unit pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(E).

Roll Call Vote: Linda Graban: Yes; Tracy Bigney: Yes; Robin James: Yes; Cherie Faulkner: Yes; Jaime Pangburn: Yes;
Tracy Roberts: Yes; Matthew Campbell: Yes; Holly Whitmore: Yes

Vote: 8 Approved; 0 Opposed

Public session resumed at 7:16pm. A flag salute was conducted and a moment of silence was observed.
Holly Whitmore read opening remarks regarding public comment guidelines.

Old Business:

RSU 63 2021-2022 Guide for Returning to School: Holly Whitmore thanked everyone for coming and reaching out
to Board members with their opinions and concerns. The State of Maine left Board members with a difficult
decision. Ms. Whitmore stated she planned to ask for a motion to revert back to the original RSU 63 2021-2022
Guide for Returning to School as she is not willing to risk losing federal funding, teachers, staff, etc. Ms. Whitmore
thanked Superintendent Smith for graciously accepting the Boards decision last week and handling the reprecussions
of that decision.

Holly Whitmore called for a motion to adjust the agenda to move Questions and Comments from the Board to
before Questions and Comments from the Public.

Motion by Robin James with a second by Linda Graban to move Questions and comments from the Board to before
Questions and Comments from the Pubic.

Discussion: Matthew Campbell stated he wants to hear from the public before having Board discussion.

Vote: 2 Approved; 5 Opposed (Matthew Campbell, Tracy Bigney, Tracy Roberts, Cherie Faulkner, Linda Graban);
1 Abstention (Jaime Pangburn, makes no difference to her which one comes first.)

Questions and Comments from the Public: Many members of the public spoke in favor of universal masking
including Eric Quellette, Town of Eddington; Chris Glick, Town of Eddington; Michelle Wright, RSU 63 Staff;

Kelly Sanders, Town of Clifton; Deb Sanford, Town of Holden; Sarah Buss, Town of Holden; Carrie Rice, Town of
Holden; Rebekah Gass, Town of Holden; Brandy Walsh, Town of Holden and Holbrook Teacher; Peter Walsh,
Town of Holden and Holbrook Teacher; John Gautschi, Town of Holden; Seamus Higgins, Town of Eddington;
Nathalie Higgins, Town of Eddington; Addie Cyr, Town of Eddington, Eilie Cyr, Town of Eddington; Kim Higgins,
Town of Eddington; Kristi Morrow, Town of Eddington; Christine Kinney, Town of Eddington; Leah Churchard,
Town of Holden; Ali Han, Town of Holden; Tiffany Cyr, Town of Holden; Ben Steele, Town of Holden; Steve Carr,
Town of Eddington; Katherine Garland, Town of Clifton stating scientific data, the importance of masking, good
hand hygiene, physical distancing, increased positivity rate, importance of air ventilation, and vaccination. Points
were also raised regarding concern for allowing parents to opt out of a rule when they aren’t allowed to opt out of
other rules and leaving staff in an impossible situation to enforce.

Motion by Linda Graban with a second by Robin James to continue the Emergency Board meeting past 8:30pm.
Vote: 8 Approved; 0 Opposed

Questions from the Board: Holly Whitmore called for a motion to amend the RSU 63 2021-2022 Guide for
Returning to School to require masks and face coverings for all adults, students, and children over 2 while in an
RSU 63 school (Eddington, Holden, Holbrook Schools) or in the RSU 63 bus garage. Matthew Campbell
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questioned if the Board needs a 3/5 vote to amend the policy approved last week. Superintendent Smith stated it
depends on the motion wording and timing.

Motion by Robin James with a second by Jaime Pangburn to amend the RSU 63 2021-2022 Guide for Returning to
School to require masks and face coverings for all adults, students, and children over 2 while in an RSU 63 school
(Eddington, Holden, Holbrook Schools) or in the RSU 63 bus garage.

Discussion: Tracy Roberts read a statement to the Board urging the Board to vote in favor of universal masking
asking them to be mindful of the RSU 63 mission and vision as well as the Board of Directors code of ethics.
Superintendent Smith confirmed that according to Roberts Rule since we are not in the same meeting, it will require
majority vote to amend the document, if we were in the same meeting the vote would require 2/3 majority vote.
Matthew Campbell stated he did not plan to change his vote, but since the majority of everyone speaking tonight is
in favor of masking, he will be voting in favor of masking. Linda Graban asked if the Board amends the Guide
tonight can we add mask breaks. Holly Whitmore advised the mask breaks were added and not part of the motion to
amend. Superintendent Smith restated the motion to only amend page 3, number 2. Jaime Pangburn spoke in favor
of masking and community involvement. Tracy Bigney thanked the community for speaking in favor of universal
masking. She stated the Board worked hard to be informed and as important as it is to have their own beliefs, it is
also as important to listen to the community and experts. After hearing everyone tonight, she stated it is an easy
decision to require masks.

Holly Whitmore re-read the motion by Robin James with a second by Jaime Pangburn to amend the RSU 63 2021-
2022 Guide for Returning to School to require masks and face coverings for all adults, students, and children over 2
while in an RSU 63 school (Eddington, Holden, Holbrook Schools) or in the RSU 63 bus garage.

Vote: 6 Approved; 2 Opposed (Linda Graban and Cherie Faulkner)

Superintendent Smith confirmed the vote was 6 in favor and 2 opposed, meaning 75% of the Board is in favor and
the motion passed.

Adjournment:

At 9:02pm, motion by Robin James with a second by Cherie Faulkner to adjourn the meeting.
Vote: 8 Approved; 0 Opposed

Respectfully submitted by,

Y, e

Susan M. Smith
RSU #63 Superintendent/Director of Curriculum and Instruction

Approved: September 27, 2021
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