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The RSU 63 Board of Directors (the Board) recognizes that cases of head lice are naturally 
occurring and are not known to cause disease. Most cases are acquired outside of school. The 
Board wishes to limit the impact of head lice infestation while maximizing student attendance. 
Therefore, the Board directs the Superintendent and School Nurse to determine 
recommendations for attendance of impacted students. 
 
I. The following steps will be taken when head lice are first discovered or reported: 

 
A. Students who are suspected or known to be impacted will be referred to the 

School Nurse. 
 
B. The School Nurse will evaluate the case and take appropriate action, maintaining 

confidentiality. 
 
C. If the student is found to have live lice, they will be sent home with written 

instructions/suggestions for treatment which may include a recommendation to 
contact the student’s pediatrician. After treatment, the student must be brought to 
the school by an adult and re-checked by the School Nurse (or designated person) 
to ensure no live lice are still present. If live lice are found, they will again be sent 
home for treatment until no live lice are present. 

 
D. If the School Nurse is not present, the building administrator will evaluate.  
 
E. The School Nurse will develop a plan with the student, the student’s family, and 

other staff members as appropriate with a goal of limiting loss of class time. 
 

II. Additional guidelines: 
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A. In general, mass screenings will not be performed. 
 
B. In general, routine classroom head-checks will not be performed, but checks of 

rooms may be performed at discretion of the School Nurse or recommendation of 
the school Principal. 

 
C. Staff should discourage students from sharing of hats, combs, and hair 

accessories, or from having head-to-head contact at any time during the school 
day. 

 
D. Staff should not have head-to-head contact with students. 
 
E. In general, when head lice have been detected, students in the younger grades will 

be scrutinized more closely since they may quickly forget safety practices. 
 
 
 
 


