


The word is out…

This is a textbook I would actually 

use in class instead of a reference 

book that I [tell] students to keep at 

home. ~ AP® Biology Teacher | 

Atlanta, GA

I love the organization of this book [as] 

It is very streamlined.  I was super 

excited to see built in science skill 

practice within the modules, such as 

the [Analyzing Statistics and Data 

Boxes]. I usually have to build a 

separate unit and find a way to put this 

missing material in, [so] I could see this 

simplifying my job and helping my 

students, reducing all of our stress 

levels. ~ Andrea Schmidt | Platte 

County HS, MO

I was impressed that the sequencing of 

materials was so logical. It was incredible that 

it followed exactly the sequence that I use 

when I teach without a textbook. I love the 

integration of statistics which I don't feel most 

textbooks include. ~ Brandy Tanner | Mt. 

Abram High School, ME

[Biology for the AP® Course is] 

not just a repurposed college text. 

~ Mary Jane Davis, Red Bank 

Catholic HS, NJ



Biology
for the AP® Course 
First Edition

bfwpub.com/pounce

An AP® Biology Program Built for You.

*AP® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.



For students, taking an AP® 
course is their Mt Everest

● Research
● Make a plan
● Watch the videos
● Read the Guidebooks
● Do everything you need to do to 

prepare…

But a Sherpa knows the in/outs, has 
been on the trails, is skilled. BFW is 

the Sherpa your students need!

BFW gets you AP® Ready
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Our 
Team The Editorial Story… Starts with Jen

“Teachers don’t have to be Google, and lessons 

don’t have to go perfectly. As teachers we need 

to remember that we are facilitators. If we 

provide the questions and the means, what our 

students do with those questions is what drives 

the lesson.”



Our 
Team

James Morris

John Lepri

Domenic 

Castignetti

Rick Relyea
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Structured for the AP® Classroom

Follows the AP® Biology Course and Exam Description

*AP® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.



Other AP® 
Biology Books

Morris, Biology for 
the AP® Course



Built from the ground up for AP®.
What does this mean?

Start with the CED Develop AP® Program Deliver a Program 
That Fits



● Units

Fully Aligned to the New CED

CollegeBoard AP® Bio CED

Unit 1: Chemistry of Life

Unit 2: Cell Structure and Function

Unit 3: Cellular Energetics

Unit 4: Cell Communication and Cell Cycle

Unit 5: Heredity

Unit 6: Gene Expression and Regulation

Unit 7: Natural Selection

Unit 8: Ecology

Unit 1: Chemistry of Life

Unit 2: Cell Structure and Function

Unit 3: Cellular Energetics

Unit 4: Cell Communication and Cell Cycle

Unit 5: Heredity

Unit 6: Gene Expression and Regulation

Unit 7: Evolution and Natural Selection

Unit 8: Ecology

Biology for the A P® 
Cours e



Fully Aligned to the New CED

● Units
● Modules

○ Modules correspond to topic areas in 
the AP® framework 

○ Scaffolded
○ Contains material for 1-2 class periods
○ Includes review and practice



SP1: Concept Explanation
SP2: Visual Representation

SP3: Questions and Methods

SP4: Representing Data SP6: Argumentation

SP5: Data Analysis and 
Statistics

● Units
● Modules
● Science Practices 

Fully Aligned to the New CED



Science Practices

SP5: Data Analysis and Statistics

Tutorials (pg 21)
● Comprehensive explanations

○ statistics
○ growth equations
○ probability
○ graphing skills

● Points to relevant Analyzing Statistics 
and Data boxes for additional practice. 



Science Practices  

Analyzing Statistics & Data Boxes (pg 28-29)
● Covers the statistics and mathematical tools in 

AP® Biology
● Reviews important skills from other courses such 

as working with scientific notation and 
percentages.

● Each box walks students through a practice 
problem and provides a Your Turn problem to try. 

● Further practice is available in the Teacher’s 
Resource Materials and we include video 
walkthroughs for students in the digital platform. 

SP5: Data Analysis and Statistics



Science Practices

Practicing Science Boxes
● Evaluate key experiments in the 

history of biology, while addressing 
the science practice of questions and 
methods

● AP® FRQ Practice Question
concludes each box     pg 74

SP3: Questions and Methods



Science Practices

Argumentation
● Teaching tips (note the SP numbers)
● Activities
● FRQs

SP6: Argumentation



SP2: Visual Representation

Visual Synthesis Figures
These graphics present key concepts in a 
visual way, while helping students make 
connections among Biology topics.   Pg 19, 261 

An Essential Visual Program



An Essential Visual Program

● Hundreds of PHOTOS bring biology 
to life and figures help 
communicate concepts. 

SP2: Visual Representation



An Essential Visual Program

● Hundreds of PHOTOS bring biology 
to life.

● GRAPHS appear in both the text and 
problems, providing ample 
opportunities to learn how to read 
graphs and understand the 
relationship between data and 
visual display.

SP4: Representing Data



An Essential Visual Program

● Hundreds of PHOTOS bring biology 
to life.

● GRAPHS appear in both the text and 
problems, providing ample 
opportunities to learn how to read 
graphs and understand the 
relationship between data and 
visual display.

● ILLUSTRATIONS show key concepts 
that provide details that help 
students understand structure and 
function. 

SP2: Visual Representation
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Other Features

*AP® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.



Interweaving the Four Big Ideas of AP® Biology

Each module is framed with a 
Focus on the Big Ideas prompt 
at the beginning and a related 
Revisit the Big Ideas question at 
the end.



Form and Function 
Combined.

● Learning Goals



Form and Function 
Combined.

● Learning Goals
● Section Heads



Form and Function 
Combined.

● Learning Goals
● Section Heads
● Summaries
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AP® exam prep and assessment



AP® Exam Tips pg 27 

Written by two former chief readers, 
AP® Exam Tips in each module 
highlight key content students are 
likely to see on the exam and 
provide guideposts on concepts they 
should be sure to review.



Build confidence with multiple layers of assessment.

● Every section within a module concludes with 
a Concept Check (pg 27) with 2-4 questions, 
allowing students to check their reading 
comprehension.



Build confidence with multiple layers of assessment . 
Pg 4`● Pg 41 Every section within a module concludes 

with a Concept Check with 2-4 questions, 
allowing students to check their reading 
comprehension.

● Review Questions at the end of every module.



Build confidence with multiple layers of assessment.

● Every section within a module concludes with 
a Concept Check with 2-4 questions, allowing 
students to check their reading 
comprehension.

● Review Questions at the end of every module.
● Following each module, Module AP® Practice 

Questions tests students’ ability to apply the 
Science Practices to module concepts



Build confidence with multiple layers of assessment.

● Every section within a module concludes with 
a Concept Check with 2-4 questions, allowing 
students to check their reading 
comprehension.

● Review Questions at the end of every module.
● Following each module, Module AP® Practice 

Questions tests students’ ability to apply the 
Science Practices to module concepts

● Unit AP® Practice Questions at the end of 
each unit (pg 89)



Build confidence with multiple layers of assessment.

BONUS! Cumulative Practice AP® Exam
at the end of the book that matches the 
full structure and scope of the actual AP® 
Biology Exam.  pg 835 



Changes to the FRQs 

Any student practicing from FRQs 
from our book will be able to 
tackle this just fine, you may even 
say the FRQs will be easier for 
them now - one skill we teach 
from the beginning of the book is 
the reading of stimuli and then 
breaking it into parts, what is 
what this new layout does for 
them now.

TE Note pg 17 

Also, tweaked some of the FRQs
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Teacher Resources



Teacher 
Resource 
Package

Complimentary 
with each class 
set purchase! 

Teacher’s Edition - print & ebook

Digital Test Bank  

Teacher Resources - download



Meet the 
Teacher’s 
Edition
Authors

Paula Phillips
➢ Taught AP® Biology and other related courses for over three 

decades-currently teaching HS in Lansing, NY.

➢ Involved in the AP® reading since 1994–has been a reader, 
table leader, and assistant chief reader.

➢ Conducts summer workshops.
➢ 2016 Outstanding Biology Teacher of the Year from NABT

Gordon Uno
➢ Currently teaching at University of OK.

➢ Member of the AP® Biology  committee that revised the 
CED 2010-2016, co-chair for four years. 

➢ Was elected president of the NABT. 

James Smanik
➢ Taught AP® Biology and other courses for over 34 years-

currently teaching HS in Cincinnati.

➢ Involved in the AP® reading for 28 years–has been reader, 
table leader.

➢ Conducts summer workshops.

➢ Served on AP® Biology development committee 2011-2016.

https://docs.google.com/presentation/u/0/d/1_hjsgewBpqQ3FCIbuOigjDO1F1fPGQqokTMnihv0lAs/edit


Unit-opening planning pages



Marginal notes

Teach

Engage

Assess

Connect

Extend

Teaching the AP Tip

Differentiate

Paula & Jim’s Corner



● Pacing Guides

● Worksheets/Handouts

● Overview Videos & Animations

● Additional math practice questions for each Analyzing Statistics and Data box

● Additional AP-style FRQ for each Unit review 

● BiologyExtras: Outside web resources

● Lecture Slides for each Module

● PD video for each Unit

● Answer Keys/Suggested Responses

*AP® is a trademark registered by the College Board, which is not affiliated with, and does not endorse, this product.

Teacher’s Resource Materials



❏ Over 2,000 questions

❏ The platform is fully customizable, allowing you to enter your own 

questions and edit existing questions

❏ To discourage cheating, the test bank can scramble answers and change 

the order of questions

❏ Can easily export into most common LMSs

❏ Our BFW Test Generator is cloud-based and does not require installation

❏ Works seamlessly on a Mac or PC

Assessment



bfwpub.com

ACHIEVE digital platform      



Using AP®Classroom in conjunction with Achieve 

Achieve can function as your primary tool, offering:

● daily practice that builds AP®-level mastery.  

● AP®- style questions, including a full exam, that have never been seen before (not released qs)

● formative wrong-answer feedback for multiple-choice questions in most course areas, and 

Learning Curve adaptive formative assessment in other course areas. All this formative 

assessment is guiding students to understanding.

● unique Goal-Setting and Reflections surveys, designed to help students become better 

students and learners – to maximize study time and refine habits with tips from the science of 

learning. These are pre-made and easy to assign.

● great flexibility to customize as you see fit.

● all your teacher resources. 

● integration with common LMS and rostering systems.

AP® Classroom is a great supplement, for:

● daily videos (flipped classrooms/remediation/absences).

● topic questions/progress checks that are helpful for checking basic understanding.

● full exams for end-of-year review.



is

E-book Resources

Adaptive

Quizzing

Assignments

Homework with

Targeted Feedback

Summative 

Quizzes

Reports & 

Insights

Gradebook

Online

Courseware

Coming Fall 2025 –

Respondus Lockdown Browser!!



Our research on 

Achieve

Saves teachers time

planning

assigning/collecting HW

grading, etc. 

Meets class goals

alignment

exam prep

differentiation

insights/reports/data



Ebook:

Read aloud
Highlights
Notes
Accessibility
Downloadable  



Animations/simulations



Assessment/AP Exam practice

Different wrong 
answer-
different feedback



Analyzing Statistics and Data videos



Teacher ebook
Teacher resources 



Reports and Insights 

Use this information to assess 
students’ progress so you can 
adjust accordingly

● Top assignments to review
● How often are students 

logging in?
● What’s the distribution of 

scores on an activity?
● How do students scores on 

an activity compare to time 
taken?

● How many students 
completed an assignment?

● Performance by unit, learning 
objective, and student
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Goal Setting and Reflections Survey



Goal-Setting and 
Reflections Surveys

In recent weeks…
How often did you give yourself 
enough time to complete 
assignments on time or start early?

Category 1: Space it 

out!
Learning happens over time, 
not all at once.

Research has shown memory benefits from spacing 
studying/review sessions over time rather than trying to 
“cram” right before a test. Our Brains take time to 
consolidate information into long-term memory. Therefore, 
we’re better able to recall information and concepts if we 
learn them in multiple, spread-out sessions.

Teacher slides

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/16p6vCVLvvEHlOUPgn0dY6_7C2YeFzuP_utcWAMwL9N0/edit#slide=id.g272daa30e60_0_2758


Research suggests…

Completing just 3 surveys increased course grades 
by 6.2%. We saw an increase of 8.4% when 5 surveys 

were completed (n=2,529 students).

Students found the Goal Setting & Reflection 
Surveys valuable for their learning.

Study included college students taking intro-level chemistry, biochem, bio, calc, precalc, econ, & English classes



bfwpub.com

But what about AP® Classroom?



Using AP®Classroom in conjunction with Achieve 

Achieve can function as your primary tool, offering:

● daily practice that builds AP®-level mastery.  

● AP®- style questions, including a full exam, that have never been seen before (not released qs)

● formative wrong-answer feedback for multiple-choice questions in most course areas, and 

Learning Curve adaptive formative assessment in other course areas. All this formative 

assessment is guiding students to understanding.

● unique Goal-Setting and Reflections surveys, designed to help students become better 

students and learners – to maximize study time and refine habits with tips from the science of 

learning. These are pre-made and easy to assign.

● great flexibility to customize as you see fit.

● all your teacher resources. 

● integration with common LMS and rostering systems.

AP® Classroom is a great supplement, for:

● daily videos (flipped classrooms/remediation/absences).

● topic questions/progress checks that are helpful for checking basic understanding.

● full exams for end-of-year review.
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Training



Implementation Training

● Live Training
● Independent study/Asynchronous training 
● Live Online 1:1 Digital Training

○ Achieve
○ Test bank
○ LMS 



AP® Changes? We’ve got you covered!

https://community.macmillanlearning.com/t5/ap-updates/ct-p/ap-updates


Why this book?

➢ Fully aligned the CED
➢ AP Tips and AP exam practice 
➢ Focus on Big Ideas and Science Practices
➢ Tutorials and Analyzing Stats and Data boxes
➢ Teacher resources
➢ ACHIEVE digital platform


