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TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION

▪ 9th Grade Course Placement and Selection Process

▪ Milburn Campus – General Information

▪ O’Fallon Township High School District 203 Online Registration – 

Summer 2025



CORE COURSE 
PLACEMENT 

CRITERIA

CLASS OF 2029



9TH GRADE CORE COURSE 
PLACEMENT

Step 1: Initial Placement

• OTHS used 7th grade Illinois Assessment of Readiness (IAR) scale scores to initially place 

students into the following core content areas: English, Math, and Science.

Step 2: 8th Grade Courses & Grades

• Current 8th Grade English, Math, Science course and letter grade (as of January 2025)

Step 3: Teacher Recommendation

• 8th grade teacher reviews initial placement data and provides alternative recommendation if 

they disagree with initial OTHS course placement. This could mean they disagree with Honors 

placement and recommend the student for non-honors course or vice versa. 

Step 4: Final Placement



9TH GRADE 
HONORS PLACEMENT

OTHS Initial Placement IAR – 7th Grade Overall Scale 

Score (ELA and MATH)

Range: 650 - 850

National Normed 

Percentile Rank

Honors English 775 ELA Scale Score >= 85th Percentile

Honors Algebra 745 Math Scale Score >= 85th Percentile

*Honors Geometry 745 Math with Step 2 & 3 >= 85th Percentile

Honors Biology 745 Math Scale Score >= 85th Percentile

*Placement in Honors Geometry is only for students who will have completed an Honors Algebra 1 

course in 8th Grade. Final placement is determined through a holistic review process including 8th 

grade teacher recommendation and 8th grade Honors Algebra 1 grade. 



ADDITIONAL 9TH GRADE 
CORE COURSE PLACEMENT

OTHS Initial Placement IAR – 7th Grade Overall Scale 

Score

Range: 650 - 850

National Normed 

Percentile Rank

ENGLISH - ELA SCALE SCORE

General English 700 – 774 >= 50th Percentile

Title English 650 – 699 Below 50th Percentile

MATH AND SCIENCE – MATH SCALE SCORE

Advanced Algebra 715 – 744 >= 50th Percentile

Introduction to Algebra 650 – 714 Below 50th Percentile

Biology 715 – 744 >= 50th Percentile

Physical Earth Science 650 – 714 Below 50th Percentile



COURSE SELECTION

CLASS OF 2029



FEEDER SCHOOL 
COURSE SELECTION  DATES

Feeder School On-Site Course Selection Dates

Carriel Junior High School January 23 & 24

Fulton Junior High School January 27 & 28 

Shiloh Middle School January 29

Joseph Arthur Middle School January 30 

Pontiac Junior High School January 31 

Zion Lutheran – Belleville January 31

St. Clare Catholic Grade School/ St. Teresa - Belleville February 3

Holy Trinity Catholic Grade School February 4



SPECIAL SERVICES (IEP)
COURSE SELECTIONS

• Students who currently have an Individualized Education Plan (IEP): 9th grade 

course selections are ongoing during the student’s Annual Review meeting 

prior to the close of the school year.

• Megan McNichols, Assistant Director of Special Services, will also be at each 

feeder school registration date to meet with students that have an IEP to 

ensure courses align with IEP.

 



OTHS Coursework Required for Graduation
English 8 Semesters

Mathematics  6 Semesters: including 1 year Algebra 

and 1 year Geometry

Social Studies 5 semesters: including 2 semesters of 

US History and 1 semester Civics or 

American Government

Science 4 Semesters: inclusive of 2 semesters 

life science and 2 semesters physical 

science

Personal Finance 1 Semester

Health 1 Semester

Physical 

Education 

4 Semesters: Waivers may apply 

Electives 2 semesters from art, music, world 

language, or Career Tech Education

**Additional Requirements **

21.0 credits

7 semesters of coursework



COURSE SELECTION PROCESS

• OTHS will place students in the 

first three core courses.

• Students and families will select 

the remaining 3 courses to 

include both graduation 

requirements and elective course 

options.

• Study Hall is not an option.



• Students will be enrolled in 6 

courses (total) per semester. 

• Courses are offered as semester 

(SM) courses or full-year (FY) 

courses

• School Counselors will make 

recommendations to students 

during the course selection 

meetings guided by graduation 

requirements.



DRIVER EDUCATION

• Driver Education is an elective course available to 9th grade students 
who meet the following eligibility criteria:
• Students must have successfully passed 8 courses the previous 2 semesters 

in school

• Students must turn 15 years old during their enrolled term and prior to 
May 31, 2026 

• A certified copy of birth certificate and signed social security card are 
required

• Tuition: $250.00

• Behind-The-Wheel is scheduled separately and will occur closer to the 
student’s birthdate.



SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

1 English – required; based on 

placement criteria

English – required; Based on 

placement criteria

2 Math – required; based on 

placement criteria

Math – required; based on 

placement criteria

3 Science - highly recommended* Science - highly recommended* 

4 Business Ownership Civics 

5 Health Driver Ed/Tech Essentials

6 AFJROTC 1 AFJROTC 1

7 Advisory/Lunch Advisory/Lunch

*Notes: While science is not required during 9th grade, it is highly 

recommended. However, students electing not to enroll in a science 

course may write-in a different course in line three (3).

SEMESTER 1 SEMESTER 2

1 English – required; based on 

placement criteria

English – required; Based on 

placement criteria

2 Math – required; based on 

placement criteria

Math – required; based on 

placement criteria

3 Science - highly recommended* 

Physical Education

Science - highly recommended* 

Health

4 Civics Social Issues

5 Essential Study Skills Technical Drawing

6 Art1 Art 1

7 Advisory/Lunch Advisory/Lunch

*Notes: While science is not required during 9th grade, it is highly 

recommended. However, students electing not to enroll in a 

science course may write-in a different course in line three (3).



CORE COURSE SEQUENCING

• As discussed, core course placement is initially determined by placement criteria

• Once final placement occurs, subsequent courses are determined by the following 

factors:

• Final Grades & Pre-Requisite Completion

• Student Interest such postsecondary plans, college major and career interests

• Students and families are encouraged to consult the OTHS Curriculum Guide for 

information pertaining to course sequencing, pre-requisites and future course 

offerings.

https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1699899136/othsk12ilus/hyx6ezto3s6b3jhyqly2/WorkingCopyCurriculumGuidewebversion24-251.pdf


MATH DEPT 
COURSE 

SEQUENCE 
FLOWCHART



School Counseling Department Website

8th Grade Resources

• Resource documents to prepare for course 

selection meetings

• OTHS Academic Department Brochures &  

Information

https://www.oths.us/academics/schoolcounseling/8th-grade-resources


SUMMER SCHOOL OPTIONS

• OTHS Summer School – Onsite (TBD)

• Co-Ed Physical Education

• Driver Education w/ Technology Essentials 

• Tuition based

• Summer School will not be approved until March- check the 

OTHS website for updates.



MILBURN CAMPUS 
GENERAL 

INFORMATION



MILBURN CAMPUS - 
DAILY SCHEDULE

7:00 AM – DOORS OPEN Note: There are 5-minute passing periods between hours.

7:30 a.m.  —  8:25 a.m. 1
st

 Hour

8:30 a.m.  —  9:25 a.m. 2
nd

 Hour

9:30 a.m.  —  10:25 a.m. 3
rd

 Hour

10:30 a.m.  —  11:25 a.m. 4
th

 Hour 4A lunch or advisory 10:30-10:55 
4B lunch or advisory 11:00-11:25

11:30 a.m.  —  12:25 p.m. 5
th

 Hour 5A lunch 11:30-11:55
5B advisory 12:00-12:25

12:30 p.m.  —  1:25 p.m. 6
th

 Hour

1:30 p.m.  —  2:25 p.m. 7
th

 Hour



MILBURN CAMPUS
GENERAL INFORMATION

www.oths.us

Activity Bus:   
Travels to the 
Smiley campus after 
school every day 

Lockers:       
Students must 
provide their own 
combination lock

Additional 
resources available 
online at 
www.oths.us

http://www.oths.us/


STUDENT HANDBOOK 
INFORMATION

• Student Handbook Link

• Dress Code: Dress and appearance at school are a matter of personal taste, but 

student clothing which is inappropriate, revealing, obscene, a safety hazard, or 

which disrupts the educational process will not be permitted. The school has the 

right to determine appropriateness based upon community standards.

• ID’s- Visible ID Policy:  While on the OTHS campus, from arrival to departure, 

all students must wear one school-supplied ID and school appropriate, break-

away lanyard around the neck and front side of their body and on the outside of 

their clothing. The ID must be clearly visible at all times.

https://www.oths.us/students/student-handbook


STUDENT HANDBOOK 
INFORMATION

SCHEDULE CHANGES: 

• Schedule changes can be made prior to the start of the semester.

• Schedule Changes Will Not Be Granted in the Following Circumstances:

• Request to change advisory/ lunch period.

• Request for a different teacher.

• Request to move a class to a different hour

• When a student/guardian signed a Change of Level Form to be placed in a course 

higher than the OTHS recommended course.

• Summer office hours and schedule change procedures will be posted on the School 

Counseling Department website.



Academic,  

Behavioral, 

Social 

Emotional 

Supports

Math Tutoring Lab = 

During Advisory by 

recommendation

Essential Study Skills

Staff Recommendation

Academic Assistance 

Center = 

During Advisory by 

recommendation and 

After School (open to all)

Life Management Skills

Staff Recommendation



ADJUSTING TO LIFE AT MILBURN

• Ask for help! 

• Get involved → OTHS Clubs and Activities

• Engage with new people/activities

• Do your best.  If you are feeling overwhelmed let your parents, teachers, 

counselor or social worker know.

• AAC (Academic Assistance Center), Math Tutoring Lab or ask 

teachers for extra help 

• Develop good study habits and time management skills. 

• Maintain balance and perspective.  

• Make time for friends, family, hobbies and exercise.  

https://www.oths.us/clubs-activities


SCHOOL COUNSELING DEPARTMENT 
9TH GRADE PROGRAMMING

• School Counselors meet with 9th grade students throughout the year

• Group Presentations- Advisory: 

• FALL: Freshman 101 – Learning Style Inventory / Course Selection Presentation 

• SPRING: Career & Interest Inventory

• One-on-one: 10th grade course selection meetings/ Ineligibility Meetings/ 

Student/Parent Concerns

• Meet with students, as needed, for:

• Academic Concerns

• Student Requests 

• Teacher/Staff Referrals



OTHS MILBURN CAMPUS 
SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT

Ms. Kate Randle        Mrs. Elaine Byrn

Social Worker   Social Worker  

        Questions?

     SocialWorkersMilburn@oths.us

• Reasons to meet with Social Worker:

• Any Social Emotional need

• Peer or family concerns

• Mental health concerns (anxiety, 

depression, etc.)

• How does a student meet with a social 

worker?

• Referral from OTHS staff or home 

request

• Student self elect by scanning QR 

codes or request an appointment



OTHS DISTRICT 203 REGISTRATION

• OTHS Registration Information

• Registration is mandatory for all students, including incoming feeder school students, and 

will occur online through Skyward Family Access. 

• Skyward login and password information for freshman families will be emailed to the 

email address on file in Spring 2025. Families with current upperclassmen at OTHS may 

use their current login information to register incoming freshmen. 

• Two proofs of residency and state issued birth certificate are required.

• Continue to check the OTHS Website for up-to-date information pertaining to the 2025-

2026 District Registration process. 

https://www.oths.us/district-info/student-registration


REQUIRED MEDICAL 
FORMS

Certificate of Child Health 

Examination (Physical) Forms

• Available on the table outside the 

auditorium and on the OTHS website

• This form fulfills the requirement for a 

sports physical

• Sports physicals alone do NOT count

• Completed forms can be emailed to: 

nursemilburn@oths.us

• Physicals dated August 13, 2024, to 

present are acceptable and can be turned 

in now



NEXT STEPS

• Planning

• Review courses and prepare your child for the course selection meeting.

• Reminder: Turn in your course selection form to the Main Office at your feeder school!

• Students will leave the meeting with a carbon copy of their course selections.

• Final course selections will be emailed to the address listed in Skyward during the spring.

• Fall schedules will be available for viewing in Skyward by late July or early August.

• Walk-Through Week

• Check the OTHS website for more information.

• Held the week prior to the start of school in August.

• Activities include:

• Taking ID pictures

• Walking through the building

• Finding lockers and classrooms



ELECTIVE PROGRAMS Q & A

AFJROTC- 
ROOM 1408

MARCHING 
BAND- 

BAND ROOM



EMAIL: milburnschoolcounseling@oths.us

PHONE: 618-622-9647

mailto:milburnschoolcounseling@oths.us
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