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Rationale
● Moving the terminal course of the Japanese 

Pathway to an AP Japanese Language and 
Culture course elevates the rigor and creates 
more opportunities for students to earn college 
credit through Illinois’ AP crediting program or 
through the State Seal of Biliteracy.

● Honors Japanese Level 3 curriculum will 
prepare students for the AP Japanese Language 
and Culture Exam in year 4.



Alignment to Strategic Plan



Committee Members

● Dr. Miriam Abe, Japanese Teacher - Streamwood High School and 

Elgin High School

● Dr. Nathaniel Bond, Current Japanese Teacher at South Elgin High 

School and Bartlett High School

● Ryoko Hayashi, Current Academy Japanese Teacher at Streamwood 

High School

● Miho Nakagawa, Current Japanese Teacher at Larkin High School 

and Elgin High School

● Jacob VandeMoortel, Coordinator of K-12 Social Studies and World 

Languages



Program 
Plan

● 2022-2023
○ Japanese/Chinese Level 1 for 

All
○ Streamwood HS Academy 

Japanese/Chinese levels 2-4

● 2023-2024
○ Japanese/Chinese Levels 1 

and 2 for All
○ Streamwood HS Academy 

Japanese/Chinese Levels 3-4

● 2024-2025
○ Japanese/Chinese Levels 1-3 

for All
○ Streamwood HS Academy 

Japanese/Chinese Level 4

● 2025-2026
○ Japanese/Chinese Levels 1-4 

for All

● 4-year rollup of new 
languages

● Phase out of 
Academy courses

● 6-year curriculum 
cycle and review

We are 

here.

Process



Process

● Mapping the Curriculum and Writing 
Assessments/Rubrics

● Choosing Appropriate Resources
● Instructional Cabinet Feedback
● Instructional Council Steering Committee 

and Instructional Council Feedback
● Professional Development Committee 

Feedback
● Board of Education Presentation



Process

● ACTFL* foreign language learners proficiency standards 
and world readiness standards

● College Board’s Advanced Placement Language and 
Culture Themes

● International Baccalaureate Topics

● Illinois State Board of Education World Language 
Learning Standards

● UbD Process

● U-46’s World Language Curriculum for German, French, 
and Spanish

*American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

AP Japanese in year 4 departs 
from other languages



Vestibulum 

congue 

Recommendation

Each thematic unit  is anchored by:

● A College Board AP Theme

● Essential Questions

● Enduring Understandings

● ACTFL-level specific 

proficiency guidelines by 

language domain/mode

Honors Japanese Level 3

Uses the College Board’s Course 

and Exam Description for AP 

Japanese Language and Culture

Advanced Placement ® 

Japanese Language and Culture



Learning Outcomes
ACTFL Modal Standard Proficiency Benchmarks



Recommended Resources
Approved SY23-24 (continue to use)

Education 
Perfect

Adventures in 
Japanese

Cultural Experiences



Cultural Components:
● Class set of Buddha Boards

● Origami Paper

● Traditional Japanese games

● Funds to custom build reader 

libraries

● A Cultural Experience fund to 

equitably augment unique 

cultural experiences*

*Opportunities could include, but are not limited to: sushi classes, classroom mats and screens, trips to Art 

Institute of Chicago, Japanese Cultural Center, or Chicago Botanic Garden.

Recommended 
Supplementary Resources: 



AP Japanese Resources:  

The Japanese Curriculum Writing team 
will select AP Japanese Language and 
Culture text resources for evaluation in 
the 2024-2025 school year.

The team will bring a recommendation 
for adoption to the Board of Education 
in the 2024-2025 school year for use in 
the 2025-2026 school year.



Professional Development:

Total Teachers Affected: 4

Teachers requiring AP Japanese Training: 2

Advanced Placement Summer Institute - Location: Varies (online available)

Cost: Between $685.00 and $850.00 per teacher* depending on time and location

*Comes from the Office of Post Secondary Success



ESTIMATED COST ANALYSIS Japanese/Mandarin PD Total

Curricular Resources
Adventures in Japanese and Education Perfect 

(hard copy and 6 year licensing)

Uses existing products and licenses

$0.00

Cultural Components
Adapted readers, games, and experiential 

budgets

Approved last year - No New Cost

$0.00

PROFESSIONAL 

DEVELOPMENT
APSI through Post Secondary Success Budget $0.00

ESTIMATED TOTAL COST (subject to change)
$0.00

ESTIMATED COST PER STUDENT PER YEAR $0.00

Proposal Cost: Resources and 
Professional Development



Plans for Evaluation and 
Change

● Success will be measured by:
◦ Retention rate 
◦ Student proficiency level benchmarks
◦ External certification metrics  

◦ AP exam scores 
◦ State Seal of Biliteracy



+


