
Hunterdon Central
Welcome Class of  2029

Open House & Electives Exploration

January 16, 2025



Orientation Events / Onboarding
Spring of  2025

• Welcome presentations for 8th graders at middle schools
• January

• Scheduling Classes for 2025-2026 school year – 
• Credentials sent from Counseling Services & Information Technologies
• Review Program of  Studies (website) & make course selections
• Receive confirmation of  course placement (not block and teacher)

• Open House for Students and Families for Class of  2029
• May 6 from 5 - 7 PM

• Register for fall athletics & activities 
• May and June - website



Orientation Events / Onboarding
Summer of  2025

• Summer courses and engagement opportunities may be available
• Fall athletics and activities begin 

• Marching Red Devils band camp and practices
• Fall athletics

• Transportation will share bus assignments and times in Genesis
• Formal Orientation 

• Welcome meeting for parents: Monday, August 25th, at 6:30 PM
• Orientation for all new students: Tuesday, August 26th, all morning



Orientation Events / Onboarding
Fall of  2025

• Classes begin on September 2, 2025
• Beginning of  year climate and culture setting
• A/B day structure – 8 total class blocks with 4 on A day and 4 on B day
• Opportunities to get involved in clubs & organizations

• Opportunities for parents
• Back to School Nights
• Parent Engagement Committee 
• Presentations by Counseling Services



Open House Format

9/10 Building

We are here

Instructional Media 
Center (IMC) & 
Music/Communications 
Building

11/12 Building (Tours 
Only Tonight) 



Open House Format



Class of 2029
Building a Strong Foundation for Hunterdon Central

Dr. Danielle Zurawiecki
Supervisor of Counseling Services

January 16, 2025



Mrs. Long - Vice Principal
Mrs. Phillips - Secretary

Ms. Homberg - School Counselor
Ms. Sweet  - School Counselor
Mrs. Taylor - School Counselor

Mrs. Buckelew- Student Assistance Counselor
Mrs. Stenger- School Nurse





Topics
Smooth Transition
Importance of Academics
Scheduling & 4-Year Plan
Extracurricular
Involvement
Balance



Making a Smooth Transition

Planning &
Organizing

The use of a planner or
calendar app for school
and non-school
commitments.
Creating a doable
schedule.
Determining your
priorities.

Time Management
Appropriately estimating the
time needed for activities.
Meeting deadlines and
avoiding rushed work.
Breaking bigger projects into
chunks.
Learning how to balance
work and leisure time.

Practicing Good
Habits

Healthy Sleep (7-8
hours min.)
Balanced Diet & Physical
Movement
Relaxation Techniques

Use your resources! There are
many people at HC to help you.  
This includes counselors, teachers,
administrators, coaches, and more.

Stay focused on your
goals, keeping them

realistic and
evaluating them

regularly.



Importance of Academics

Freshman year is the
foundation year of
your academic
performance.

Use the Program of
Studies.
Develop a 4-year plan.

Credits Matter
What is academic
challenge and why is
it important?
Challenge is different
for every student.

Academic ChallengeGrades Matter Scheduling
Seat Time
Athletics



Gather Information Consult Plan Backward

Scheduling & Your 4-Year Plan

Review the Program of Studies
Understand how to Schedule
on Genesis
All documents are on our
online scheduling page

Review teacher
recommendations with student
Reach out to current counselor
Talk with your student

Many paths to where we want
to be!



Central Graduation Requirements

120 Total



English 1 

Algebra, Geometry, Algebra 2 

Environmental & Earth Science (AP level
possible)

US History 1 OR APUSH in 10th Grade

Spanish, French, Latin, German, Chinese

10 credits-ish

ENGLISH

9th Grade Course Selection

 MATH

SCIENCE

SOCIAL STUDIES

WORLD LANGUAGE

ELECTIVES



REMINDERS

Students could elect up to 10
elective credits, each year.
Students will also select alternates
for each of the elective choices,
priority 1-5
Full year electives are 5 credits and
semester electives are 2.5 credits. 
Reminder, graduation requirements
include:

5 credits in Fine Arts
5 credits in 21st Century Life &
Careers or Career Tech Ed 
2.5 credits in Personal Finance 

Magnet Program Initial Course

Architectural Design #830 Residential Design

Biomedical Sciences #481 - Introduction to Biomedical Sciences

Computer Science
#381 Computer Science Academy

1/Advanced Placement Computer Science
Principles

Engineering #806 Pre-Engineering

Media &
Communications

#850 Introduction to Media and
Communications

Robotics #815 Introduction to Robotics

Electives and Magnet Programs



Extracurricular Involvement

So many options with 100+ clubs at HC, plus everything outside
of school.
You don’t need to stick with everything you try - branch out and
discover!

Quality over Quantity
Shorter list of activities with more involvement in each activity.
A few quality activities with greater involvement is plenty. 
Choose activities that you are most passionate about.

Everything Counts!
Activities outside of HC are equally as important as school-sponsored
activities.
Consider activities like family responsibilities and hobbies; anything that you
give consistent hours to is an activity!

A Time of Discovery



Find Balance

Challenging yourself
versus over doing it!
TRUST the
recommendations of
your teachers

BALANCE your life –
academically, socially,
emotionally

Asset based approach
Seeks to unlock
students’ potential by
focusing on their talents

Avoid a flat tire!



ThankThankThank
you!you!you!


