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Thematic Category: 

Student Achievement

Aspiration:

We will educate the whole student by providing an 
enriched, high quality experience that empowers all 
graduates to be competitive members of the global 

society.

Priorities:

We will implement and support a challenging, 
standards-based curriculum across all content areas.

Alignment to the 
U-46 Strategic Plan 



Rationale 

Å Replaces obsolete and out of print ESL resource in grades 6-8

Å Supports English language development for English Learners 

(ELs) in the Transitional Program of Instruction (TPI), Dual 

Language Program, and Bilingual Cross-Categorical Program 

Å Challenges students to actively engage with rich, grade-level 

content and to use academic language while providing them 

state-of-the-art support. 

Å Provides a learning path that helps ELs realize their potential, 

embrace the power of biliteracy, prepare for lifelong learning, 

and stay on track for college and career readiness. 

Å Compliance with Illinois Administrative Code 228.30, which 

requires instruction in English as a Second Language for both 

TBE and TPI instructional program models. 

Å Aligns with English language development standards (i.e., 

WIDAôs ELDS). 

Å Meets the rigor of CCSS 

Å Focuses on thematic, content-based instruction 



Council of the Great 

City Schools 



Streamlined Components

Activity

Book

Student

Editions

Teacher Editions Browse

Magazine

Program Design



Electronic Access 



Grade 6 Unit Topics

Unit 4:

Making Your 

Voice Heard

Unit 5:

Decisions that 

Matter 

Unit 6:

What 

Tales Tell

Unit 1:

Facing Fear

Unit 2:

Animal 

Intelligence

Unit 3:

Dealing 

with Disaster

Unit 1:

Bold Actions

Unit 4:

Risk and 

Exploration

Unit 5:

The Stuff of 

Consumer 

Culture

Unit 6:

Guided by a 

Cause

Unit 2:

Perception 

and Reality

Unit 3:

Nature at Work

Unit 4:

Approaching 

Adulthood

Unit 5:

Personal Legacy  

Unit 6:

The Value of 

Work 

Unit 1:

Culture and 

Belonging

Unit 2:

The Thrill of 

Horror 

Unit 3:

The Move 

Toward Freedom

Grade 7 Unit Topics Grade 8 Unit Topics



Highly Engaging Titles 



Rigorous, Yet Accessible Texts



Independent Reading 



Multi-media

Podcasts

Language 
Camp Videos 

HMH FYI Sites



Alignment to Core



Personalized Learning in 

the Student eBook

Teacher eBook



My Instruction 
Toolboxes

Text Annotation



Consistent Unit Structure

Teaching Routines



Content Knowledge 
Connections

Stream to 

Start


