
 
 

Talking Points for Talking to Family about Permanent Memorial 
 
Immediate Concerns 
 

• Recognize the extreme grief parents or family members are experiencing and let them 
know it is normal for parents to want a memorial for their child. 
 

• Explain that while memorials, although beneficial for many, are also activating for 
others, especially those already vulnerable due to their own personal trauma experiences. 
This constitutes a significant number of students and staff in any facility. 
 

• Memorials can be activating because of the simple fact that they provide an ongoing 
visual reminder of what happened. Being activated may lead to a decrease in cognitive 
function, the ability to attend, focus, retain and recall, and the ability to process 
information-- primary learning functions. 

•  
• Explain that the “closed” environment in schools makes it almost impossible for staff that 

are negatively affected to avoid the memorial 
. 

• Offer the possibility of a temporary memorial which can be helpful and appropriate but 
must be time-limited and removed from the school.  

Long-Term Complications 

• Explain the difficulty of setting up permanent memorials because in reality many deaths 
can occur in a few years-how large will memorials be allowed to grow?  
 

• Having permanent memorials (like gardens or places for plaques) remind students daily 
of how many have died. 
 

• Upkeep becomes another issue for the school and memorials can be destroyed or 
vandalized. Also if schools move or renovate moving memorials could be problematic. 

 
 
For these reasons, MCPS does not allow permanent memorials for students or staff on school 
grounds but encourages memorials to be placed in the community. Families can memorialize 
their student through a monetary donation for a student scholarship. If parent or family member 
persists in requesting a permanent memorial you may refer them on to a regional director or the 
school superintendent. 


