
PREFACE 

Rhodes School has always enjoyed the cooperation and support from its parents and the community.  The administration, 

faculty and staff appreciate this cooperation and fully realize its importance in providing a quality education for every child. 

This handbook reflects the policies passed by the Rhodes Board of Education. The District Policy Manual can be accessed 

from the District website at www.rhodes.k12.il.us. A hard copy can be reviewed at the District Office. 

 
The rules, regulations, procedures and practices have been formulated over the past several years by the administration, 

faculty and advisory committees of the School District to reflect those policies. 

 

This handbook may be amended without notice during the year to comply with changes in State and federal law as well 

as policy changes. 

 

All members of the school community are expected to comply with the rules, regulations and practices contained in this 

handbook. 

 

ADVANCED PLACEMENT CLASSES 

Students in grade 8 may participate in the advanced placement class schedule. These students have had the 

recommendation of their classroom subject area teacher and a 50% or above score in the MAP for Fall and Spring for 
that subject area. Advanced placement classes are Algebra and Biology. 

 

The advanced placement classes are approximately 50 minutes in length and will offer a greater degree of preparation and 

challenge for the student. The student’s efforts are reflected in a weighted grade for the 8th grade advanced placement 

courses. 

 

The global language elective class is open to all 6th-8th grade students. Students enrolled in the global language class must 

remain in good academic standing in their classes and maintain a “C” or better in their global language class in order to 

continue in this extended course offering. A competency exam from the high school will be offered to students in the global 

language class to place the student into the appropriate sequence of the global language class at the high school. 

 

ASSEMBLIES (All Students) 
A variety of assemblies have been planned for students during the school year. During all assembly programs, students 

are expected to behave in the following manner: 

1. Listen to the assembly program politely. Polite listening means no talking or distracting behavior. 

2. If you like the program, then applaud. If you don’t like the program, please remain silent. Yelling, whistling, and 

foot stomping may get you removed from the assembly. Removal from an assembly can result in 1-3 detentions. 

3. Remain in your assigned place during an assembly. 

 

ASSIGNMENT NOTEBOOK 

All 4th-6th grade students will be given an assignment notebook that has been purchased through the school. This 

assignment notebook will be required to be used in all of the student’s classes. 

 

ATTENDANCE/TARDIES 

Students should not arrive at school before 7:30 am, unless they are attending breakfast, they have a teacher appointment 
or an assigned class to attend. Parents will be notified if their child is found on the school grounds prior to this time. The 

teachers are scheduled for playground supervision beginning at 7:30 A.M. 

Students will not be excused from school except in cases of emergencies. All work missed by a student must be made up as 

soon as possible after returning to school. EXCESSIVE ABSENCE OFTEN RESULTS IN POOR SCHOOL WORK. A 

STUDENT IS ALWAYS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE WORK MISSED WHILE ABSENT. When an absence is necessary, the 

parent or guardian should notify the school telling the reason for the student’s absence. Parents MUST call the school office 

regarding a student absence prior to 9:00 A.M. The Board of Education of Rhodes School believes there is a strong 

relationship between student attendance and progress in school. Therefore, a board policy has been written to assure a 

regular daily attendance for students. 

 

A doctor’s note will be required for students to return to school following any type of hospitalization or surgery. The note should 

contain any information that would be helpful for the Rhodes teaching staff to know regarding the student’s limitations or 
restrictions at school. 

 

The school also expects a doctor’s note after three consecutive days of student absence. These notes will be kept on file for 

the school year in the health office. 

 

Any student that is absent for more than ten days of school without a medical authorization will need to have a 

conference with the principal and his or her parents to develop a plan for regular attendance. 

 

Any student absent for fifteen days of school without a medical authorization documented by the physician will need an 

additional conference with parents and the Rhodes administration. The discussion of this meeting will be documented and a 

written copy forwarded to the superintendent and the parent of the student. It shall also be stated in the letter how continued 

excessive absenteeism will affect the student’s promotion and/or graduation from Rhodes School. 
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If a student is absent for a period of twenty or more days without a medical authorization documented by the physician, the 

student is subject to retention,or may be assigned to summer school, assigned to summer school. In addition, the student is 

no longer eligible for extracurricular privileges and will be placed on the ineligibility list upon reaching the twenty absent days 

status.  All students that have been absent for twenty or more days of school without medical authorization will be referred to 

the Cook County Court system for a truancy review. 

 
Students that arrive after 8:00 am to school will need to obtain a tardy pass in the school office. Parents will receive a 

message after their child’s 2nd tardy in a quarter. After their 3rd tardy the student will receive either a morning or after school 

detention, with each tardy after that also leading to a detention. Each student restarts at the beginning of each quarter. A 

parent will receive a second letter when a student accumulates twenty tardies throughout the year and this may include 

students that are tardy to class. This letter will request a conference with the parents and the student and call for a plan of 

action to be taken. A copy of this letter will be forwarded to the Cook County Sheriff’s Office and filed with the truant officer. 

We hope that by taking a strong stand on tardiness we can lessen the number of students arriving late to school and assist 

the students and the teacher in the classroom with continuous daily instruction. 

 

Students must attend a minimum of one-half day of school in order to participate in any type of extra-curricular program 

scheduled on the same day unless you have a doctor’s note, legal reason or any other extenuating circumstance that 

prevents a student from attending the required minimum one-half day. 
 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

Student’s birthdays are an event that we recognize and celebrate here at Rhodes School.  Each student receives pencils, 

stickers and books from the office, as well as classroom recognition from their teacher.  We understand that parents like to 

provide snacks for their students on their birthday, however, items such as cupcakes, birthday cakes, etc. can become very 

messy in our classrooms, hallways and buses.  We ask that if you choose to provide a classroom snack for the students that it 

is pre-wrapped from the store (for example: granola bars, juice boxes/pouches, pencils, etc.), and that you no longer send in 

cupcakes or birthday cake.  Cupcakes and birthday cakes will be sent home if brought to school. Due to health concerns, we 

also cannot allow homemade items to be served to the students. 

 

BOBCAT PROGRAM 

The Rhodes Bobcat Club is an after school activity program sponsored by the Rhodes Foundation. The Bobcat Club strives 
to provide social, activity oriented programs for students. It is a permanent full or part-time program offering quality 

supervision and is not intended to be an occasional babysitting service. Eligible students for the Bobcat Club are Rhodes 

students in K-6th grade. For more information regarding times and fees, please contact Cathy Sullivan at (630) 247-7139. 

 

BREAKFAST PROGRAM – ALL STUDENTS 

Breakfast is Monday through Friday from 7:10 to 7:50 am in the school cafeteria.  Breakfast is free to all Rhodes School 

students following the National School Breakfast Program guidelines.  Bus students are required to ride the 7:00am bus if they 

would like to participate. 

 

BREAKFAST AFTER THE BELL 

In addition to our regular breakfast program, as of May 1, 2017 we are required by the State of Illinois to offer “Breakfast 

after the Bell”.  Though we encourage all students to take advantage of our regular breakfast times of 7:10am-7:50am, any 

student may ask their teacher during 1st period to come to the cafeteria to receive their breakfast.  We want to ensure that all 
students at Rhodes School have the healthy food they need to learn and succeed in the classroom.  
 

BULLYING, INTIMIDATION AND HARASSMENT PREVENTION 

Bullying, intimidation and harassment diminish a student’s ability to learn and a school’s ability to educate.  Preventing 

students from engaging in these disruptive behaviors is an important District goal.  All members of the school community, 

including students, parents, teachers, volunteers and visitors, are asked to report alleged acts of bullying, intimidation, 

harassment and other acts of actual or threatened violence.  Students’ parents/guardians are asked to be actively involved in 

the remediation of the behavior(s) of concern.  Parents/Guardians will be notified as required by State law, whenever their 

child engages in aggressive behavior. 

 

Bullying Policy 

Bullying will not be tolerated at Rhodes School.  Rhodes staff, students, parents, and community will be proactive in preventing 
bullying.  Staff will be trained about bullying behavior, specifically how to help prevent bullying and how to handle bullying 

when it occurs.  Students will be educated on what bullying behavior looks like and what they can do to help prevent bullying.  

Parents and the community will be encouraged to be aware of bullying behaviors and discourage these behaviors from 

happening at home and in the community.  Together the staff, students, parents, and community will help to make Rhodes 

School safe and bully free. Cyber bullying will be considered either psychological or verbal bullying.  Depending of the nature 

of the incident, the local police may be informed. 

 

Bullying Behavior Defined 

Bullying is repeated exposure over time to intentional negative actions.  Bullying is aggressive and can take many forms 

including verbal, psychological, physical and cyber bullying.  Bullying is when one person or a group of people uses power in a 

willful manner with the aim of deliberately hurting another individual.   

Specific bullying behavior includes but is not limited to the following: 
 



1. Verbal Bullying: teasing, threats, harassing, name calling, mocking 

2. Psychological Bullying: exclusion, gossiping, controlling, intimidation 

3. Physical Bullying: inappropriate unwanted physical contact, intimidation through invasion of personal space 

4. Cyber bullying: verbal and/or psychological bullying occurring through technology and/or media such as text 

messages, email, and/or social networking 

 

Rhodes School Bullying Discipline Rubric is available on a separate document and is broken into PK-2nd, 3rd-5th and 

6th-8th grades. Copies are available for parents in the main office. 

 

BUS TRANSPORTATION AND RULES FOR BUS RIDERS 

All pupils living in Melrose Park (north of North Avenue) are eligible to ride the school buses operated by the district for school 

use. A bus schedule is furnished to the riders at the beginning of the school year. It must be understood that to ride buses is a 

PRIVILEGE not a RIGHT. All buses are equipped with video surveillance and can be reviewed when needed.  If a student 

does not obey the bus rules and regulations set up for the protection of all riders, he or she may be denied the privilege of 

riding the school bus. The administration will attempt to notify parents which rules have been broken and if bus privileges 

need to be revoked due to the continual infraction of school bus rules. 

 

All students taking the Rhodes buses are expected to wait at the bus stop in an appropriate manner without causing harm to 
others and with the utmost respect to personal property around them. Failure to demonstrate proper behavior may serve as a 

basis to revoke bus privileges. 

 

Bus Rules: 

1. Be on time at the scheduled bus stop - no extra stops will be made. 

2. There is to be no pushing or crowding when entering or getting off the bus. 

3. Keep hands and heads inside the bus at ALL times. 

4. DO NOT THROW anything out of the bus windows. 

5. Keep books, packages, etc. out of the bus aisles. 

6. Stay in your seat after boarding the bus until you arrive at your destination. 

7. Do not distract the driver. 

8. Teasing or intimidating any student by another will not be tolerated whether on or off the bus. 
9. No screaming or loud noises will be permitted on the bus. 

10. No eating will be permitted on the bus. 

11. All bus riders are to obey the bus driver and/or bus aide. 

12. Ride only the bus assigned to your grade and wait for the bus at your designated bus stop. A consequence 

will be given for riding the wrong bus. 

13. If you must cross the street do so in front of the bus per bus driver instructions. 

14. Violation of the above rules or any conduct which is potentially dangerous may result in the withdrawal of bus 

riding privileges. 

 

CAFETERIA RULES (K-8th Grade) 

1. Students must be recognized by a lunchroom supervisor prior to leaving their seat. 

2. Students must be orderly and talk in their conversational voices during lunch times, using appropriate 

language for school. 
3. Students must clean up after themselves in the cafeteria. 

4. Throwing food, disrespectful comments to lunchroom supervisors or cafeteria staff will not be tolerated. 

5. Students will not be allowed to take food or beverage out of the cafeteria unless approved by staff. 

6. Continued problems in the cafeteria may result in the suspension of the student from the privilege of eating his/her 

lunch in the cafeteria and enjoying the social time that accompanies lunch. Students may be assigned to an area to have 

lunch away from the other students in a detention-like setting. 

 

CHILDREN’S PRIVACY PROTECTION AND PARENTAL EMPOWERMENT ACT Parents/guardians may request that their 

child not participate in surveys that concern one or more of the following eight areas: 

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent/guardian; 

2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family; 

3. Sexual behavior or attitudes; 
4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior; 

5. Critical appraisals of others with whom the student has close family relationships; 

6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers; 

7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents/guardians; or 

8. Income other than as required by law to determine program eligibility. 

 

The school will not penalize any student whose parent/guardian exercises this option.  In addition, a parent/guardian may 

review surveys asking questions about the above areas as well as other instructional materials. School Board policy 7:15, 

Student and Family Privacy Rights, contain a more thorough explanation of these rights and may be obtained from the 

Building Principal. 

Request Review 

If you wish to review any survey instrument or instructional material, please submit your request to the Building Principal.  You 
will be notified of the time and place where you may review these materials. 



 

 

CURRICULUM (1st-8th Grade) 

All classes in preschool through grade five are self-contained. The homeroom teacher is responsible for the instruction in all 

core subject areas including: reading, language arts, math, science, and social studies. Other subjects such as physical 

education, art, music, global language and computers are taught by the specialist teachers. 
 

The core subject areas of the middle school curriculum are Language Arts, Reading, Math, Science, and Social Studies. 

These subjects are taught daily for approximately 40 minutes by the middle school grade level team teacher for that grade. 

These teachers are also the homeroom teachers/advisors for their respective grade levels. 

 

The remaining subject areas including P.E., global language, STEM, computers, health, and the arts are taught by the 

specialist teachers across the different grade levels. These subjects are part of the elective curriculum. The elective 

curriculum is taught on a nine week rotating schedule for both 6th and 7th grades. In 8th grade the elective program is offered 

on a semester basis; this does not apply to Spanish, which is taught for the entire year”.  . P.E. is taught throughout the year, 

which includes 1 quarter of health. 

  

Elective Schedule 
6th Grade    7th Grade   8th Grade 

Introductory Spanish   Introductory Spanish  Introductory Spanish 

Heritage Spanish    Heritage Spanish   Heritage Spanish 

STEM Design and Modeling  STEM Electricity and Electrons Computer Technology/Coding 

Computers    Computers   STEM Automation and Robotics 

Fine Arts     Fine Arts   Health 

Health     Health 

 

6th and 7th grade students may apply to take an elective of either Introductory or Heritage Spanish. 8th grade students may 

apply to take an elective of either Introductory or Heritage Spanish.  Students who choose either Spanish course will need to 

apply and have the approval of their parents and the principal. 

 
Dual Language Program 

The Dual Language Program is a form of bilingual education in which students are taught literacy and academic content in 

two languages. It offers a unique opportunity for students to excel academically and learn a second language. Dual 

language programs foster: bilingualism, bi-literacy, enhanced awareness of linguistic and cultural diversity and high levels of 

academic achievement through instruction in two languages. Beginning in the 2021-2022 school year, Rhodes will offer a 

One-Way Dual Language Program for kindergarten through fourth grade and will add an additional grade each year until fifth 

grade. Students qualify for the program after being assessed with the WIDA Kindergarten Screener, which tests for 

academic English proficiency. 

 

DISCIPLINE PHILOSOPHY 

The Board, Administration and Faculty of Rhodes School believe that proper student decorum is essential for the school 

to achieve its educational mission.  The Board and Administration shall generally follow the guidelines included in this 

handbook. The Board and Administration however, reserve the right in specific situations to impose up to out of school 
suspension or expulsions or other disciplinary actions sooner or greater than those which may be provided for within the 

handbook as the initial disciplinary action if circumstances warrant. Students are subject to discipline for misconduct 

which occurs on school grounds, at school sponsored activities in connection with transportation provided by the school 

and at any other place where the misconduct has a reasonable relationship to school. 

 

Although this handbook lists appropriate rules and consequences for students, teachers may elect to use their own influence 

over the children in minor classroom situations. Teachers will be encouraged to teach tolerance and mediation to their 

students. Teachers may also offer their own reasonable interventions in an organized manner to settle student disputes and 

maintain classroom management. Continued or serious classroom problems with students should be referred to the office to 

an administrator and the handbook will be enforced. 

 

Teachers are expected to handle minor classroom disruptions and may apply one or more of the following steps before 
having a student report to the office for further disciplinary actions: 

1. verbal warning 

2. teacher/student conference 

3. message to parent  

4. after school appointment with teacher 

5. teacher/student/parent conference 

PreK-5th grade students have most of their activities supervised by their homeroom teacher. Therefore their homeroom 

teacher will monitor most discipline situations in the classroom. The teacher is expected to use good judgment and exercise 

consequences for student behavior that are appropriate for the student’s needs and maintenance of the safety and well 

being of the school. 

 

In most cases, parents will be contacted and corrective behavior will follow. If a student does need to stay after school for 
any reason, the teacher will always attempt to contact the parent prior to the student’s after school stay. If the student does 



not respond to the teacher's consequences and/or parent notification for classroom behavior, a meeting of the student and 

administration will take place. An administrator may meet with the student about cafeteria or playground behavior without the 

teacher or parent intervention due to the variety of problems and/or number of students involved with these larger scale 

programs. In either case, specific privileges may be denied to the child such as a change in cafeteria seating, removal of 

recess time, or removal of a student out of the cafeteria for a specific amount of time may be used to correct student 

behavior. No student will ever be denied lunch, but may have to eat in an alternative environment such as in the office or in 
the back of the cafeteria. If a student’s behavior cannot be corrected with these consequences then a parent meeting with an 

administrator will need to take place to determine how this matter can be corrected. 

 

Specific rules for the cafeteria, bus transportation, assemblies, school property, and attendance are the same for any Rhodes 

School student. The specific consequences for these rules will be based upon the student’s age, seriousness of the offense, 

the academic placement and pattern of misconduct by the student. 

 

If any student is referred to the office for continuing or significant problems in the classroom, a disciplinary report will be 

completed by the teacher stating the problem and the action taken by the teacher prior to the office referral. The administrator 

will then discuss the matter with the student and take necessary action to correct the behavior of the student. Administrators 

will respond in writing regarding the disposition of all discipline referrals to the initiating staff members. Parents will be kept in 

contact regarding the number of detentions as well as suggestions on how to correct misbehavior of students by the teachers 
and the administration. 

 

Please refer to the detention/suspension procedure and consequences of accumulated detentions/suspensions in this 

handbook to understand the general guidelines established for the middle school students. 

 

It should be noted that the rules listed below describe a broad range of misconduct which are prohibited in school. Because 

all types of misconduct are not included, the student who commits an act of misconduct not listed shall be subject to the 

discretionary authority and discipline of the classroom teacher, principal, or assistant principal. 

 

The seriousness of the offense, the academic placement, attitude and age of the student, the pattern of misconduct and 

the degree of cooperation will be considered in determining which action should be taken. The process is intended to be 

instructional and corrective, not solely punitive. 
 

Behavioral Intervention for Students with Disabilities 

The district has developed a policy and procedures for behavioral interventions for special education students based upon 

guidelines set forth by the Illinois State Board of Education.  Parents of special education students will receive copies of the 

policy and procedures at their initial placement staffing, their annual reviews, or as necessary. Parents of transfer students with 

active IEP’s will receive copies of the district’s policy and procedures following registration. 

 

Classification of       Student Discipline 

In an effort to provide firm discipline, yet still keep the needs of the individual in mind when issuing detentions to students, we 

are attempting to make the consequences fit the behavior. All student detentions have been classified into two distinct 

categories. 

 

PreK-5th Grade 
Type A rules are the more serious of the two types and the consequence will count against a student’s record in the removal 

of special privileges at Rhodes School and generally handled by the principal or his/her assistant. 

 

Type B detentions are the less serious offenses and will not count against a student’s record in the removal of special 

privileges until three Type B referrals are received and are generally handled by the classroom teacher unless the student 

has repeatedly violated the rule. 

 

If a student receives a Type A detention they are required to serve after school on the day the detention is received. Parents 

will be contacted to inform them of the detention. 

 

Any student receiving more than three Type A office referrals in one quarter will have all extra-curricular activities, including 

field trips, class parties and assemblies removed for the remainder of that quarter or at least for a period of three weeks. Any 
student that accumulates any more than 12 Type A office referrals over the course of the school year will not be able to 

participate in any end of the year activities including school picnic and class trips. 

 

Please note that three Type B infractions equal one Type A after school assignment. 

TYPE A - RULES       TYPE A - CONSEQUENCES-for Rules 1-10: 

1. Talking back in a manner disrespectful to teachers,   PreK-2nd Grade 

staff, substitute teachers or refusing to do work in the    1st offense-phone call to parent 

classroom.       2nd offense-parent conference with 1-5 days indoor 

        recess.       

2. Appropriate school behavior is expected when passing  3rd offense-parent notification with 1-3X after school 

from class to class.  Students are expected to walk quietly    

in line.  No running or loud talking may take place in the  
school building.       3rd-5th Grade 



        1st offense-phone call to parent with 1X after school 

3. Pushing or shoving of peers or school related items.  2nd offense-parent conference with 3-5X after school 

        3rd offense-parent notification with in-school 

4. Damage to school or another person's property.   suspension. 

Mandatory restitution to the school or individual for the   

damage with appropriate consequences listed    
 

5. Forgery, theft, cheating at school, 

damage to school or another person's property    1st offense – up to 3 detentions                                       

                              2nd offense – 1 ISS 

     3rd offense – 3 days ISS 

                                  4th offense- OSS      

        

                             

    

           

 

 
6. Profanity (swearing) or obscene gestures out loud or  

towards other students will not be permitted at Rhodes  

School. 

 

7. Sexual harassment will not be tolerated at Rhodes.     1st offense – up to 3 detentions    

Sexual harassment and unwelcome comments by gender   2nd offense – in-school suspension 

such as sexual innuendo, touches or advances of a     3rd offense – 1-3 days out of school suspension 

sexual nature.         

 

 

 

8. Slurs referencing race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation or  
the LGBTQ+ community will not be tolerated at Rhodes school.  1st offense – 1 ISS    

Racial or ethnic slurs are defined as inappropriate    2nd offense – 2-3 ISS 

comments based upon race or ethnic background.   3rd offense – up to 3 OSS 

        4th offense- 5-10 days out of school suspension and a     

        possible expulsion recommendation.  

 

 

9. No student may leave the school grounds without   1st offense – up to 3 detentions   

permission, cut classes or walk out any school doors.    2nd offense – 1 ISS 

No student is allowed to leave the school campus for lunch   3rd offense – 3 days ISS 

unless a prior arrangement has been made with the principal  4th offense- OSS      

and the parent signs the student out in the office. 

 
 

10. Extreme disrespect toward a faculty or staff member   PreK-2nd   3rd-5th 

through the use of profanity, obscene gestures or physical  1st offense-parent 1st offense-in-school susp. 

contact will not be tolerated.     conf. with teacher  with parent notification 

        1-3X after school 

        2nd offense-parent 2nd offense-1-3 days out of 

        notified in-school   school with parent 

        suspension  notification 

 

11. Possession, consumption, being under the influence  Parents and authorities to be contacted immediately. 

of, being impaired by, exhibiting the effects or signs of   10 days out of school suspension and a possible 

use of, distributing or arranging the distribution of any   expulsion recommendation. 
controlled substances including marijuana, alcohol, 

intoxicants, inhalants, or look-alike drugs.  This includes  

vaping. 

 

A look-alike is a substance or item which is not, but 

reasonable appears to be, or is represented to be, the 

real substance or item, making it very difficult to  

distinguish, except upon close examination, from the 

real substance or item by the staff or students. 

 

12. Possession, use or distribution of any type of   Parents and authorities to be contacted immediately. 

tobacco products including e-cigarettes.                1st offense-up to 3 days out of school suspension 

2nd offense- up to 5 days out of school suspension 



3rd offense- up to 10 days out of school suspension 

 

13. Bringing to school or possessing inappropriate items  1st offense-confiscation of the inappropriate items until 

including, but not limited to skateboards, bicycles (during  the end of the school day, quarter, or end of the year 

regular school year), scooters, electrical or battery operated  as deemed necessary by the principal/assistant principal. 

devices that are deemed not appropriate for school.   2nd offense-3-5 detentions, confiscated material must 
        be picked up by the student's parent and a conference 

        held with the principal/assistant principal. 

 

14. Fighting       PreK-2nd   3rd-5th 

        1st offense-parent 1st offense-parent conf. with 

        contact with 1X after 1-3X in-school suspension 

        school   2nd offense 1-2 days out of  

        2nd offense 3x after school suspension 

        school    3rd offense 3-5 days out of  

        3rd offense 1 day out  school suspension 

        of school suspension 

15. A student who is determined to have brought a    PreK-5th                                                  
weapon to school, any school-sponsored activity or event,  The student's parent and appropriate authority, (police, 

or any activity or event which bears a reasonable   fire department) will be called immediately.  The school 

relationship to school shall be expelled for a period of not  will pursue its legal remedy to the fullest extent 

less than one year, except that the expulsion period may  possible. 

be modified on a case by case basis.  The term "weapon" 

means possession, use, control or transfer of any object   

which may be used to cause bodily harm, including    

firearms, brass knuckles, billy clubs, or "look-alikes"  

thereof.  Such items as baseball bats, pipes, bottles, 

locks, sticks, pencils and pens may be considered  

weapons if used or attempted to be used to cause bodily 

harm. 
 

16. No Rhodes student shall participate in any form of   PreK-5th 

gang or gang-related activity on the school campus or    A student involved in gang-related activities as  

coming to or from school.      outlined in Policy S-32 shall be immediately suspended 

        for ten days and may also result in an expulsion 

Gang activity is identified but not limited to the    hearing. 

following: 

1. Wearing, possessing, or distributing or selling any  2nd offense-If a student is involved in a second gang 

clothing, jewelry, emblem, badge, symbols, or signs related activity, a recommendation for expulsion shall 

which would indicate membership or affiliation with a be made by the administration and a meeting of  

gang.      The Board of Education held as soon as possible. 

2. Committing any act of violence or use any form of   

communication, verbal or non-verbal (gestures, hand  
signs, etc.) showing membership or affiliation with a gang. 

3. Committing any act to further the interest of a gang  

including but not limited to the following: 

a. Solicit other students for membership in any  

gang 

b. Intimidating, threatening or initiating  

physical violence against any student or 

employee of the school. 

c. Committing any illegal act on the school 

campus. 

 

A gang is defined as any organization that falls within the 
definition of a public school, fraternity, sorority, or secret 

society or other group which has as one of its primary 

purpose the intimidation or physical harm of any person 

or the committing of illegal acts or violating school rules. 

 

17. No student in 4th grade or below is allowed to have  PreK-5th 

in their possession any type of cell phone while   1st offense-1-3 detentions 

attending school, on the bus or any school function   2nd offense-3-5 detentions 

including dances, field trips, after school sports events, etc.  3rd offense-1-3 days in-school suspension 

Smart watches can not be used to communicate with family or peers  

during the school day. 

        
18. Pulled fire alarms or making unnecessary 911 



emergency calls can cause panic or injury.  In an  

effort to discourage students from pulling false alarms,  

the administration has developed a strong consequence 

system.  If a student pulls a fire alarm, a service call fine may be 

 forwarded to the parents of the student as well as 

the student receiving the following punitive actions: 
If a PreK-2nd grade student pulls the fire alarm, a conference 

shall be held with the principal and the student's parents. 

An appropriate punishment shall be determined.  If a third 

through fifth grade student pulls the fire alarm, they shall  

receive a 1-5 days in-school suspension. 

 

19. No student shall be allowed to enter school with any body  Parents will be contacted and student must remain 

pierced ornaments. Due to safety reasons, student   in the office until a parent conference with the earrings are 

limited to a stud-type. Hats are ot to be worn inside the building. administration is held to determine the necessary 

        action that needs to be taken. 

     

         
 

20. No student shall threaten or cause harm or injury to a   Student will be immediately removed from the class- 

staff member or school personnel.     room, have their parents contacted, as well as the local 

        police, and receive a 10 day out of school suspension 

        and/or expulsion.  The student will also be subject to 

        arrest. 

 

21. Students should not have in their possession any    1st offense-up to 3 days out of school suspension 

matches, cigarette lighters, or fire-starting materials.   2nd offense- up to 5 days out of school suspension 

        3rd offense- up to 10 days out of school suspension 

Students found lighting any type of fire-starting   an expulsion hearing 

materials will be subject to a ten day out of school    
suspension with an expulsion hearing.   

  

  

22. A student may not bully another student as stated   Consequences:  Please refer to the Bully Rubric   

in board policy S-40.  Bullying includes aggressive physical            

or verbal conduct by one student toward another student  

which is reasonably perceived by the other student to be   

intimidating.  Bullying most often will occur when a   

student asserts physical or psychological power over, or is   

cruel to another student perceived to be weaker.  If the  

administration is able to confirm, beyond a reasonable doubt,  

that a student has been involved in harassing or bullying   

behavior as outlined in this definition, the following  
corrective action will be taken 

    

23. Student Threats Toward Students: Any student found verbally or physically threatening another student will be immediately 

removed from the classroom and referred to the office. The language of the threat will be judged by the administration. 

Judgments will be based upon the past history of the student, the pupil’s age and the circumstances surrounding the incident. 

Classroom teachers and other students may be questioned by the administration in order to gain a further understanding of the 

rationale behind the threat. The social worker and local police may also be used in this matter. 

 

Parents of all students involved will be contacted as soon as a determination has been made as to the impact of the threat. If a 

student threat has been deemed to be life threatening, the local police will be contacted and an incident report will be filed. A 

parent may have the right to take further action against the pupil with the police. 

Students who make threats are subject to serious consequences at the school that may include suspension, arrest or possible 
recommendation for expulsion. Each case will be handled on an individual basis. 

 

We are proud of all our students and encourage their attendance at school events and outside functions that are sponsored by 

the school. Students must realize, however, that all rules and privileges in accordance with the Rhodes School handbook do 

apply to all events where Rhodes School students are representing the school. Therefore, consequences for student actions 

involving discipline matters will be upheld by the Rhodes School Board. 

 

TYPE B - RULES TYPE B - CONSEQUENCES 

1. Candy is not allowed in school other than in the The consequences for these rules will generally be 

cafeteria.  Gum is not allowed in school. handled by the classroom teacher.  Students may be  

 referred to the office for continual infraction of 

 these rules. 
2. A signed pass is required when a student is outside   



of his/her classroom or late for a class. A signed pass is  

also required for all students who need to see a teacher  

before school. This pass should be received from the teacher 

the night before. 

 

3. Tardiness. Students who are late will 
 receive a 1/2 Type B consequence for the first late and another  

1/2 Type B consequence for the second late. This will place the 

 student into a morning detention from 7:15-7:55 a.m. on the  

day after their 3rd tardy . 

Any 1st–3rd grade student who arrives after 8:00 a.m. will need 

to receive a tardy slip in the front office. Students may need to  

stay after school until 3:30 p.m. if tardiness does not improve. 

The office will inform the parents before any student will be 

scheduled to stay after school.  Excused tardies will be given 

for medical emergencies, or a doctor's note.  If any parent 

has any questions or concerns regarding this procedure or 

an excused tardy, they will need to see the principal or 
his/her designee. 

 

4. Signed progress report, homework letters and report Any 2nd-5th grade student will have their parents 

cards must be returned to school on the date assigned. contacted.  If the progress report, homework letter 

 or report card is more than 1 week late, the student 

 will receive 1 detention. 

Middle School 6th-8th Grade 

Type A detentions are the more serious of the two types and will count against a student’s record in the removal of special 

privileges at Rhodes School. An in-school suspension is more heavily weighted and will be counted as two Type A detentions. Out 

of school suspension will equal 3 points per day. Type B detentions are the less serious offenses and will not count against a 

student’s record in the removal of special privileges until three Type B detentions are received. 

 
If a student receives a Type A detention they are required to serve the detention after school on the day it is received.  A follow-up 

letter informing parents of the detention will be mailed home to the student’s parents. If a student fails to serve a detention, the 

parents shall also be notified by the principal’s office. 

 

Any student in the 6th-8th grade that will be receiving a special honorary award at the academic or athletic assemblies held at the 

end of the year shall be allowed to attend that assembly in order to be recognized for their accomplishment. This applies to 

students who otherwise may be ineligible to attend due to behavior or academic probation. This policy does not apply to a 

student who has displayed extreme measures of gross misconduct in which their presence at an assembly may result in 

detraction from its intended purpose. The exclusion of individual students from attending these assemblies will be at the 

discretion of the principal. 

 

Any 8th grade student that accumulates more than three Type A detentions in the final quarter of school, and not more than 

thirteen during the year, may have one end of the year privilege removed. The choice of privileges to be removed is the 8 th grade 
dinner dance or the 8th grade class trip to Great America. If an 8th grade student has one of these privileges removed due to 

excessive detentions, the remaining privilege will also be revoked if an additional Type A detention is received. The selection or 

order of which end of the year privilege that becomes revoked is at the discretion of the principal and will be based upon the 

student’s current behavior status. This arrangement has only been designated for 8th grade students in order to allow an 

additional possibility for attending a class function before graduation. 

 

12 points lose 6 flags, 13 points lose 6 flags and/or Dinner Dance, 14 points could lose all and possibly graduation. Any 8th grade 

student in excess of 15 Type A detentions will have their discipline file reviewed by the principal and may have their graduation 

exercise program revoked at the discretion of the administration team and the Rhodes School Board. Any extreme student 

behavior may also have this consequence.  

 

TYPE A - RULE TYPE A - CONSEQUENCES 
1. Not following classroom rules, talking back in a manner   1st offense – 1 detention 

disrespectful to teachers, staff, substitute teacher or refusing  2nd offense –3 detentions 

To do work in the classroom  3rd offense –1 day ISS 

 4th offense – ISS or OSS 

 

2. Possession, consumption, being under the influence  Parents and authorities to be contacted immediately. 

of, being impaired by, exhibiting the effects or signs of         10 days out of school suspension and a possible 

use of, distributing or arranging the distribution of any  expulsion recommendation. 

controlled substances including marijuana, alcohol, 

intoxicants, inhalants, or look-alike drugs, including 

improper possession of an over the counter medicine. 

This includes vaping.     
         



A look-alike is a substance or item which is not, but   Parents and authorities to be contacted immediately. 

reasonable appears to be, or is represented to be, the   1st offense-up to 3 days out of school suspension 

real substance or item, making it very difficult to    2nd offense-up to 5 days out of school suspension 

distinguish, except upon close examination, from the   3rd offense-up to 10 days out of school suspension and a 

real substance or item by the staff or students.   possible expulsion recommendation. 

 
3. Possession, use or distribution of any type of    

tobacco products including e-cigarettes.           

     

4. Appropriate school behavior is expected when   up to 3 detentions 

passing from class to class.  Students are expected 

to walk quietly in line.  No running or loud talking may 

take place in the school building. Cursing is not allowed  

in the school building. 

 

5. Pushing or shoving of peers or school related items.             1st offense – up to 3 detentions 

                   2nd offense - in-school suspension 

 3rd offense - 3-5 days out of school suspension 
 4th offense - 5-10 days out of school suspension 

 and a possible expulsion recommendation. 

 

6. Fighting 1st offense - 2-4 days in-school suspension 

 2nd offense - 3-5 days out of school suspension 

 3rd offense - 5-10 days out of school suspension   and a possible expulsion recommendation. 

 

7. Damage to school or another person's property,                                 Mandatory restitution to the school or individual 

selling or trading of personal property at school. This for the damage. 

includes logging in under someone else’s Google account.  

Students cannot take video or pictures of staff or students 

On school property without their permission. 1st offense - 1-3 days detention 
 2nd offense - in-school suspension 

 3rd offense - 1-5 days out of school suspension  

 and a possible expulsion recommendation 

 

8. Bringing to school or possessing inappropriate items             1st offense-confiscation of the inappropriate items until 

including, but not limited to excessive amounts of money, fidget             the end of the school day, quarter, or end of the year  

spinners, trading cards, skateboards, bicycles (during regular             as deemed necessary by the principal/assistant principal. 

school year), scooters, electrical or battery operated               2nd offense-3-5 detentions, confiscated material must 

devices that are deemed not appropriate for school.              be picked up by the student's parent and a conference 

                   held with the principal/assistant principal. 

                   The student will not receive any credit for the assignment. 

                   The assignment must be completed again without any  

                   credit.  
 

9. Forgery, or cheating at school.                     1st offense – up to 3 detentions                                       

                             2nd offense – 1 ISS 

    3rd offense – 3 days ISS 

        4th offense- OSS      

 

10. No T-shirts with inappropriate pictures or words                                  1st offense- 1 detention  

(beer slogans, etc) No crop tops and no pants with holes               2nd offense- 2-3 detentions 

above fingertips.                                                                                        3rd offense - 1 day ISS 

  

 

11. Theft, including taking someone else’s Google Chrome.  
Stolen items must be returned and restitution made. 1st offense –up to 3 detentions 

 2nd offense – 1 day ISS 

 3rd offense – 3 days ISS 

 4th offense - OSS 

 

12. Use of profanity or obscene gestures toward 1st offense - in-school suspension 

an adult or student. 2nd offense - 1-3 days out of school suspension 

 3rd offense - 4-7 days out of school suspension 

 4th offense - 7-10 days out of school suspension 

 and a possible expulsion recommendation 

 

13. Extreme disrespect towards faculty or staff members              1st offense - 5 days out of school suspension 
 through the use of physical contact or in other forms               2nd offense - 10 days out of school suspension 



 will not be tolerated.      and a possible expulsion recommendation. 

 

14. Sexual harassment will not be tolerated at Rhodes   1st offense – 1 ISS 

School. Sexual harassment and unwelcome comments   2nd offense – 2- 3 ISS 

by gender such as sexual innuendo, touches or advances   3rd offense – up to 3 OSS 

of a sexual nature.      4th offense - 5-10 days out of school suspension 
        and a possible expulsion recommendation   

      

15. Slurs referencing race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation or 

the LGBTQ+ community will not be tolerated at Rhodes school.  1st offense – 1 ISS 

Racial or ethnic slurs are defined as inappropriate                2nd offense – up to 3 ISS 

comments based upon race or ethnic background.     3rd offense – up to 3 OSS  

        4th offense - 5-10 days out of school suspension   

       and a possible expulsion recommendation 

 

16. A student who is determined to have brought a weapon   The student's parents and appropriate authority, 

to school, any school-sponsored activity or event, or any   (Police, Fire Dept.) will be called immediately. 

activity or event which bears a reasonable relationship to   The school will pursue its legal remedy to the  
school shall be expelled for a period of not less than one year,  fullest extent possible and may consider up to 

except that the expulsion period may be modified on a case by  two years of OSS and/or a possible expulsion 

case basis. The term “weapon” means possession, use, control  recommendation in accordance with related 

or transfer of any object which may be used to cause bodily harm,  board policy. 

including shotguns, brass knuckles, billy clubs, or “look-alikes”  

thereof. Such items as baseball bats, pipes, bottles, locks, sticks,  

pencils and pens may be considered weapons if used or  

attempted to be used to cause bodily harm. 

 

16. No Rhodes student shall participate in any form of gang   A student involved in gang-related activities as 

or gang-related activity on the school campus or coming to or  outlined in the policy S-32 shall immediately be 

from school       suspended for ten days and may also result in an 
        expulsion hearing. 

Gang activity is identified but not limited to the following: 

1. Wearing, possessing, distributing or selling any clothing,  2nd offense – If a student is involved in a second gang 

jewelry, emblem, badge, symbols, rubber bands, signs, or related activity, a recommendation for expulsion 

colors which would indicate membership or affiliation  shall be made by the administration and a meeting of 

 with a gang.      The Board of Education held as soon as practical. 

2. Committing any act of violence or use any form of  

communication, verbal or non-verbal (gestures, hand signs, 

etc.) showing membership or affiliation with a gang. 

3. Committing any act to further the interest of gang including 

but not limited to the following: 

a. Solicit other students for membership in any gang 

b. Intimidating, threatening or initiating physical violence 
against any student or employee of the school 

c. Committing any illegal act on the school campus. 

d. Displaying drawings or symbols that can be  

reasonably interpreted as a gang symbol. 

 

A gang is defined as any organization that falls within the  

definition of a public school, fraternity, sorority, or secret 

society or other group which has as one of its primary  

purpose the intimidation or physical harm of any person or 

 the committing of illegal acts or violating school rules. 

 

17. No student may leave the school grounds without    1st offense – In-school suspension, parents called 
permission or cut classes at any time.  No student is   for a conference. 

allowed to leave the school campus for lunch unless   2nd offense – 3-5 days in-school suspension 

a prior arrangement has been made with the principal   3rd offense – 5-10 days in-school suspension and 

and the parent signs the student out in the office.   a possible expulsion recommendation 

   

18. Cell Phones/ Smart Watches: Students in 5th to 8th grades 

will be permitted to have cell phones and smart watches at  1st offense – Cell phone will be held in the 

school. All cell phones and ear buds must be powered off and  principal’s office and a parent must come to school 

in their lockers when students are in the building. All of these items to pick it up. 

can be turned on in homerooms at the end of the day. Any  2nd offense – 1-3 detentions 

inappropriate use of technology (including smart watches)                     3rd offense - Student will lose the privilege of having a 

in the building during the day will  result in consequences.                     cell phone at school.  
Students will NOT be permitted to take cell phones on                            



field trips. Pictures and videos of students or staff will not be 

allowed under any circumstances.   

   

   

 

Cell phones are not required for student use. Students may still have access to the school office phones as necessary for 
transportation or emergency needs. Parents and students need to understand that students will be responsible and liable for loss 

of their phones if brought to school. The school will not be responsible for any cell phone that is used incorrectly, damaged, lost or 

stolen. Failure to adhere to this policy will result in loss of the privilege of having a cell phone at school. Additional consequences 

due to the severity of the problem created may also be imposed. 

 

19. Pulled fire alarms or making unnecessary 911    1st offense – 10 days out of school suspension 

emergency calls can cause panic or injury. In an  

effort to discourage students from pulling false alarms,   2nd offense – 10 days out of school suspension 

the administration has developed a strong consequence   with an expulsion hearing. 

system. If a student pulls a fire alarm, a service call fine  

will be forwarded to the parents of the student as well as  

the student receiving the following punitive actions: 
 

20.  No student shall be allowed to enter school with   Parents will be contacted and student must remain 

any body pierced ornaments other than in their ears or nose.    in office until a parent conference with the  

Due to safety reasons, student earrings are limited to a   administration is held to determine the necessary 

stud-type. Hats are not to be worn inside the building.                action that needs to be taken. 

 

21.  No student shall threaten or cause harm or injury   Student will be immediately removed from the  

to a staff member, school personnel or students.   classroom, their parents contacted, as well as the local 

        police, and receive a 10 day out of school suspension 

        and/or expulsion.  The student will also be subject to 

        arrest. 

 
22.  Students should not have in their possession any   1st offense – 3-5 days out of school suspension 

matches, e-cigarettes, cigarette lighters, fire-starting   2nd offense – 5-10 days out of school suspension 

materials or fireworks.  Students found lighting any type of   3rd offense- 10 days out of school suspension with 

fire-starting materials will be subject to a 10 day out of   an expulsion hearing. 

school suspension with an expulsion hearing.    

         

23. A student may not bully another student as stated in   Consequences refer to the Bully Rubric  

board policy S-40. Bullying includes aggressive physical    

or verbal conduct by one student toward another student    

which is reasonably perceived by the other student to be    

intimidating. Bullying most often will occur when a student    

asserts physical or psychological power over, or is cruel to,    

another student perceived to be weaker. If the administration   
is able to confirm, beyond a reasonable doubt, that a student   

has been involved in harassing or bullying behavior as outlined   

in this definition, the following corrective action will be taken.   

               

24. Student Threats Toward Students: Any student found verbally or physically threatening another student will be immediately 

removed from the classroom and referred to the office. The language of the threat will be judged by the administration. 

Judgments will be based upon the past history of the student, the pupil’s age and the circumstances surrounding the incident. 

Classroom teachers and other students may be questioned by the administration in order to gain a further understanding of the 

rationale behind the threat. The social worker and local police may also be used in this matter. 

 

Parents of all students involved will be contacted as soon as a determination has been made as to the impact of the threat. If a 

student threat has been deemed to be life threatening, the local police will be contacted and an incident report will be filed. A 
parent may have the right to take further action against the pupil with the police. 

 

Students who make threats are subject to serious consequences at the school that may include suspension, arrest or possible 

recommendation for expulsion. Each case will be handled on an individual basis. 

 

We are proud of all our students and encourage their attendance at school events and outside functions that are sponsored by 

the school. Students must realize, however, that all rules and privileges in accordance with the Rhodes School hand- book do 

apply to all events where Rhodes School students are representing the school. Therefore, consequences for student actions 

involving discipline matters will be upheld by the Rhodes School Board. 

 

  TYPE B – RULE      TYPE B – CONSEQUENCE 

1. Candy is not allowed in school other    1 detention 
than in the cafeteria.  Gum is not allowed in school. 



 

2. A signed pass is required when a student is outside of  1 detention 

his/her classroom or late for a class 3 times or more.  A signed  

pass is also required for all students who need to see a teacher  

before school.  This pass should be received from the teacher  

the night before. 
 

3. Students that are late to class, or students not keeping an  1 detention/letter home 

after school appointment 3 times or more with a teacher are  

subject to receive a detention and will receive a warning as first  

consequence. 

 

4. Signed progress report, homework letters and report  20 minute detention 

cards must be returned to school on the date assigned. 

If not returned within 5 school days a consequence may  

be given. 

 

5. No food or beverage can be taken out of the cafeteria  1 detention 
without adult permission. Water is the only drink that is allowed  

in the classroom. The only exception to food being outside of  

the cafeteria is for breakfast being eaten by late arrivals.  

 

 

6. Students should wear school gym uniforms:  gray Rhodes   Every 3rd “No Dress” – 1 detention 

t-shirts and red Rhodes shorts.  When the weather becomes 

colder, students are encouraged to bring a solid color sweatshirt Every 4th “No Dress” – 1 lowered letter grade 

or sweatpants.  Students should have appropriate gym shoes 

and socks on at all times.  Jewelry may not be worn in class at  

any time. 

 
7. Students are expected to use school email appropriately and               1 detention 

 only for school related purposes, including when emailing with 

 peers, teachers and administration 

 

Disciplinary Review and Hearings 

If a parent objects to a disciplinary action taken by the principal or his/her designate, the parent may schedule an appointment 

to discuss his/her concerns with the Superintendent. 

If the parent is still not satisfied, he/she may ask to be placed on the agenda of a meeting of the Board of Education. 

 

Suspension/Board Hearings 

The Board has appointed a hearing officer to conduct an impartial hearing regarding the suspension at a time and place to be 

designated by the hearing officer. The hearing officer shall forward his report to the Board within seven school days. The Board 

shall review the same at its next scheduled meeting after the report from the hearing officer has been received. 
 

After School Detention Procedures  

PreK-5th Grade 

Students will be expected to serve their after school appointment on the day assigned. Any student failing to serve will have 

their parents contacted and an additional appointment will be issued. Any PreK-5th grade student not willing to serve his/her 

after school appointments prior to the end of the year will not be allowed to participate in any end of year activities. 

 

An after school appointment takes place in an assigned classroom and is supervised by a teacher. Students are assigned to the 

area until 3:30 p.m. Parents will be notified prior to having any PreK-5th grade student serve his/her after school appointment. 

Students are assigned a seat and expected to remain quiet during the duration of the appointment. Students will be allowed to 

read an appropriate book for school. The after school appointment is not an extra help homework time but an appropriate 

measure for the discipline of students. 
 

Middle School (6th-8th Grade) 

Students will be expected to serve their detention on the same day as issued. Any student failing to serve will be assigned an 

additional detention by the principal’s office. If the student fails to serve these detentions after they have been doubled, an in-

school suspension may result. Parents will be informed prior to an issuance of an in-school suspension. 

 

Follow-up to parents - A letter will be mailed home to parents when a student earns 3 Type A detentions. A parent/principal 

conference may be requested at any time by either the parent or principal to review the discipline record of the student. 

 

Consequences of accumulated detentions/suspensions - Any middle school student who has received more than 12 Type A 

detentions in the course of the school year will not be allowed to participate in any end of year activity including class trip, 

dances, field trips, assemblies. 
 



Any middle school student who receives two or more days of in-school suspensions for more than one incident or any out of 

school suspension time will be ineligible for the remainder of the quarter or a minimum of three weeks, whichever is greater. Any 

middle school student who receives a ten day out of school suspension will be ineligible for the remainder of the school year. 

 

Any middle school student not willing to serve his/her detentions prior to the end of the year will not be allowed to participate in 

the class trip. 
 

The main focus of this policy is to maintain the premise that students should be able to display self-discipline in the school and 

in the classroom before being awarded the responsibility of traveling outside of the school on a field trip. 

 

Any middle school student who receives more than three detentions in the course of a nine week quarter will lose field trip 

entitlements and any other additional privileges such as assemblies, field trips, performances and dances, class trips, dinner 

dance, etc. granted to students due to the lack of responsible behavior in school. 

 

Extra-Curricular Eligibility (5th-8th Grade) 

Any student function, activity, sports or music program other than the regularly scheduled classes attended by students are 

deemed as extra-curricular. The following serves as the contract of rules governing the extra-curricular eligibility of Rhodes 

School students. Homework center and Academic Probation is updated weekly. 12+ points will render students ineligible from all 
sports for the rest of the academic year. 

1. Students cannot be on academic probation and participate in extracurricular activities. 

2. Students cannot have excessive detentions, according to the terms listed in the handbook under discipline, to 

participate in extracurricular activities. 

3. Any student that receives a homework grade of an “F” will become ineligible from participating in any further activities 

until the end of the quarter or a minimum of three weeks, whichever is greater.  

4. The eligibility list will be expanded to include students in the “C” & “D” range for homework grades so that the activity 

teachers can monitor their students’ progress. 

5. Any student that has been ineligible for academic reasons four weeks throughout the year will be removed from the 

activity currently involved in and will not be allowed to participate in any further activities for the remainder of the school year. 

6. It is understood that students cannot drop any extra-curricular activity without written parent approval or a conference 

with the parent, sponsor and the principal. 
7. Students will not be allowed to drop a year round activity and join another seasonal activity. 

8. Students must attend a minimum of one-half day of school in order to participate in any type of extra-curricular 

program scheduled on the same day unless you have a doctor’s note, legal reason or any other extenuating circumstance 

that prevents a student from attending the required minimum one-half day. 

9. Deduction of homework points will only be used for student homework and not for organizational concerns, lack of 

materials and signed parent letters. Not being prepared for class with these items can be reflected in progress reports and in a 

designated area on the student report card. 

 

Any additional rules or guidelines that are required for the participation of students in the extra-curricular activity will be supplied 

by the teacher sponsoring the program. 

 

In-School Suspension - Any student who has frequently or seriously abused the school rules and consequences may be 

assigned an alternative classroom assignment or an in-school suspension. The in-school suspension can be a classroom area 
that has a teacher assigned to supervise the student. The class privileges for the student will be suspended for that day and the 

student may use the time to work on school related assignments or activities but not work or socialize in con- junction with others 

in the classroom. The student’s lunchtime is scheduled by the administration. The student will receive credit for work missed for 

the day of the suspended classes. Students serving in-school suspension are also assigned an after school appointment and will 

stay until 3:30. Parents will be notified by the administration prior to placing a student in this alternative classroom assignment. 

Any student who is grossly disobedient or insubordinate may be temporarily suspended by the superintendent, principal, or 

assistant principal. The School Board shall be advised of suspensions. 

 

For In-school Suspensions: 

1. Before assigning a student to in-school suspension, the charges will be explained and the student will be given an 

opportunity to respond to the charges. 

2. Students are supervised by licensed school personnel. 
3. Students are given the opportunity to complete classroom work during the in-school suspension for equivalent 

academic credit. 

 

For Out-of-school suspensions: 

1. A conference during which the charges will be explained and the student will be given an opportunity to respond to 

the charges before he or she may be suspended. 

2. A pre-suspension conference is not required, and the student can be immediately suspended when the student’s 

presence poses a continuing danger to persons or property or an ongoing threat of disruption to the educational process. In 

such cases, the notice and conference shall follow as soon as practicable. 

3. An attempted phone call to the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s). 

4. A written notice of the suspension to the parent(s)/guardian(s) and the student, which shall: 

a. Provide notice to the parent(s)/guardian(s) of their child’s right to a review of the suspension; 
b. Include information about an opportunity to make up work missed during the suspension for equivalent academic 



credit; 

c. Detail the specific act of gross disobedience or misconduct resulting in the decision to suspend; 

d. Provide rationale or an explanation of how the chosen number of suspension days will address the threat or 

disruption posed by the student or his or her act of gross disobedience or misconduct; and 

e. Depending upon the length of the OSS, include the following applicable information: 

i.For a suspension of 3 school days or less, and explanation that the student’s continuing presence in the school would either 
pose: 

1. a threat to school safety or 

2. a disruption to other students learning opportunities 

ii. For a suspension of 4 or more school days, an explanation: 

1. that other appropriate and available behavioral and disciplinary interventions have been exhausted, 

2. as to whether school officials attempted other interventions or determined that no other interventions were available 

for the student, and 

3. that the student’s continuing presence in school would either 

a. pose a threat to the safety of other students, staff or members of the school community or 

b. substantially disrupt, impede or interfere with the operation of the school. 

iii. For a suspension of 5 or more school days, the information listed in 4.e.ii., above, along with the documentation by the 

Superintendent or designee determining what, if any, appropriate and available support services will be provided to the 
student during the length of his or her suspension. 

5. A summary of the notice, including the reason for suspension and the suspension length, must be given to the 

Board by the Superintendent or designee. 

6. Upon request of the parent(s)/guardian(s), a review of the suspension shall be conducted by the Board or a hearing 

officer appointed by the Board. At the review, the student’s parent(s)/guardian(s) may appear and discuss the suspension 

with the Board or his hearing officer and may be represented by counsel. Whenever there is evidence that mental illness 

may be the cause for the suspension, the Superintendent or designee shall invite a representative from the Department of 

Human Services to consult with the Board. After presentation of the evidence or receipt of the hearing officer’s report, the 

Board shall take such action as it finds appropriate. If the suspension is upheld, the Board’s written suspension decision shall 

specifically detail items (a) and (e) in number 4, above. It is the expectation of the school to meet with the parent, the student 

and an administrator prior to a student being readmitted to school at the end of a suspension. 

 
Parents will assume the responsibility for picking up their student at school. Parents may request a formal review of their 

student’s suspension by requesting a hearing before the Board’s appointed hearing officer. The Board’s hearing officer will 

conduct impartial hearings regarding suspensions at a time and place to be designated by the hearing officer. The hearing officer 

shall forward a report to the Board within seven school days. The Board shall review the same at its next scheduled meeting after 

the report from the hearing officer has been received. 

 

Summary 

In this code, discipline is defined as the action taken for failure to adhere to behavioral rules and regulations which will help 

provide an educational environment free of mental and physical hazards to students, teachers and staff. Such an environment is 

conducive to the practice of good citizenship and encourages learning. 

 

Maintaining a good learning environment requires the combined effort and partner- ship of students, parents, teachers and school 

administrators. As a result all faculty members will be asked to develop with their students a class discipline code based upon and 
not in contradiction with the overall school discipline code. 

 

DRESS 

We take pride in the appearance of our students. The dress of the students reflects the quality of the school, of their conduct, and 

of their school work. All students are expected to dress and groom themselves neatly in clothes that are suitable for school activities. 

Shorts or skirts must meet the end of the student’s fingertips. Inappropriate skirt length will be referred to the office and a student 

will be asked to change. Pants must be worn at the waist line. Pants or jeans may not have holes above the knees. Student necklines 

are to be appropriate for school. Undergarments should be worn beneath clothing and should not be visible on students. Leggings 

can only be worn under appropriate length shorts or skirts. No hats will be allowed to be worn in the building. No shoes with wheels 

will be allowed to be worn at school. Make-up should not be applied at school. Excessive displays of students wearing make-up will 

result in a parent conference with disciplinary action taken towards the student. Cologne and perfume may not be brought to school. 

Students should not wear hats or their hoods inside the building.    
 

Parents should realize that fad and fashion are not always appropriate for school and advise their children that clothing, 

accessories, or appearance likely to be disruptive or present a health or safety problem will be prohibited. 

 

The school is working hard to educate the students about the dangers of drugs, tobacco and alcohol abuse and to create a 

positive attitude toward abstinence and resistance to student peer pressure. Due to this mission, no student will be allowed to 

wear any clothing which promotes or advertises any tobacco, alcohol or drug related messages. 

 

DRUG FREE STUDENTS 

In accordance with the Federal Drug-Free Schools and Communities Act of 1989, students shall not possess, use or distribute 

illicit drugs or alcohol on school premises or as a part of any school-related activity and shall comply with all other school district 

policies and rules concerning drugs and alcohol. Sanctions for violation of this policy extend to and include expulsion and referral 
for prosecution consistent with applicable local, state and federal law. The Superintendent shall take appropriate measures: 



1. To inform students and their parents of this policy, including a statement that compliance with this policy is mandatory 

and that the use of illicit drugs and the unlawful possession and use of alcohol is wrong and harmful; 

2. To inform students and their parents of drug and alcohol counseling, rehabilitation and re-entry programs that are 

available to students; 

3. To implement for students in all grades age-appropriate developmentally based drug and alcohol education and 

prevention programs which address the legal, social and health consequences of drug and alcohol use and which provide 
information about effective techniques for resisting peer pressure to use illicit drugs or alcohol; 

4. To review biennially the School District’s programs to determine their effectiveness, make necessary program changes 

and ensure that the sanctions of this policy are consistently enforced. 

 

DRUGS, ALCOHOL, STEROIDS ENFORCEMENT POLICY 

The Board of Education of Rhodes School District 84.5 is committed to providing a drug, alcohol and steroid-free environment for 

students to learn, grow and develop. 

 

If a student is found to possess, consume, be under the influence of, be impaired by, exhibit the effects or signs of use of, 

distribute or arrange the distribution of any controlled substances, alcohol, marijuana, e-cigarettes, vape pens, steroids, other 

intoxicants or look-alike drugs or substances within the school building, grounds or at school functions either during school hours 

or after school hours, the following steps will be taken: 
1. The student shall be confronted with the information regarding the drugs, alcohol or steroids by an Administrator. The 

student shall have an opportunity to explain any extenuating circumstances that the Administrator should take into account. 

2. The student’s parents/legal guardian shall be contacted immediately and a conference arranged at the school as soon 

as possible. The Superintendent/Assistant Superintendent shall be advised of the time and date of the conference so that they 

may participate. 

3. The River Grove Juvenile Officer shall be contacted to attend said conference. 

4. If, at the end of this conference, there is reason to suspect that the student did use, have in his possession or sell 

drugs, alcohol or steroids, the district shall prosecute the student to the fullest extent of the law. 

5. The district, while prosecuting the student shall work with the Juvenile Officer, Cook County courts and Leyden 

Special Educator, provide the student with counseling and treatment to attempt to ameliorate the student’s problem. 

 

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES 
Rhodes School District 84.5 shall provide a free appropriate public education in the least restrictive environment and necessary 

related services to all children with disabilities enrolled in the District, as required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 

(IDEA) and implementing provisions of The School Code, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Americans with 

Disabilities Act. Public school districts are required to take whatever action is necessary to facilitate a parent or guardian's 

understanding of and participation in IEP and section 504 meetings. This includes the provision of interpreter services for parents/ 

guardians whose native language is not English or a sign language interpreter  for parents/guardians who are deaf or hard of 

hearing. In the absence of qualified interpreters on staff, school districts may use outside vendors, including telephonic 

interpreters. Parents/ Guardians have the right to request that an interpreter provided by the district serve no other role during an 

IEP or section 504 meeting, and the school district must make reasonable efforts to comply with that request. To request an 

interpreter or if you have any questions or complaints about interpretation services, please contact the director of special 

education.  

 

EDUCATION OF HOMELESS CHILDREN 
Each child of a homeless individual and each homeless youth have equal access to the same free, appropriate public 

education, as provided to other children and youths, including a public pre-school education.  A “homeless child” is defined as 

provided in the McKinney Homeless Assistance Act and State law.  The Superintendent shall act as a Liaison for Homeless 

Children to coordinate this policy’s implementation. The School Social Worker can be contacted at 708-453-6813. 

 

 

ELL 

English as a Second Language 

Students who speak a home language other than Spanish and need to learn English are provided with EL services throughout 

the day. All students new to Rhodes who speak another language at home are tested in reading, writing, listening and speaking. 

They are then placed in the appropriate level of English instruction. Letters are sent home to parents of students who qualify, 

and parents have the right to decline these services before school starts. Students exit the program based on their ACCESS 
test scores. 

 

ELIGIBILITY/ACADEMIC PROBATION (5th-8th grade) 

A student will be placed on temporary academic probation when they have earned below a 2.0 grade point average or earn two 

grades of “F” in a grading period. Once the student has been placed on academic probation, the principal will begin to monitor 

the child’s progress and report achievement being made. Any student that has received two grades of “F” in the same subject for 

two quarters will also be placed on academic probation for the following two weeks. After two weeks, if the grade is passing, the 

student is eligible. If at any time the grade falls to an F in the same subject, the student is ineligible for the rest of the year. 

 

Academic probation temporarily removes your son/daughter from participation and/or attending any extra-curricular programs, 

selected assemblies and school dances at Rhodes. A review of your child’s grades and a copy of a special weekly progress 

report can be made available to the parents and the student. If the student has made satisfactory progress and is earning an 
overall 2.0 GPA or better from a total of all the classes, with no more than one grade of “F” at the end of the week, then the 



student will be removed from the academic probation status. Ineligible lists will be updated every Friday. If a student is on that 

list 3 times during a sports season, they will be ineligible for the rest of that season. 

 

If the 5th grade student fails two quarters of the same year long subject they will be placed on academic probation for the 

following two weeks. After two weeks, if the grade is passing, the student is eligible. 

 
Any student that has been ineligible for academic reason four times throughout the year will be removed from current activities 

and will not be allowed to participate in any further activities for the remainder of the school year. Students participating in sports 

can participate in practices with their teams, but cannot attend home or away games, including tournaments, while ineligible. 

 

Any student receiving more than three Type A detentions in one quarter will have all extracurricular activities, including non-

academic field trips, class parties, assemblies, and dances removed for the remainder of that quarter or at least for a period of 

three weeks whichever is longer. Any student that accumulates more than twelve (12) Type A detentions over the course of the 

school year will not be able to participate in any end of the year activities including school picnic and class trip. Please note that 

three Type B detentions will equal one Type A detention in the removal of these special privileges. All detentions, both Type A and 

Type B will continue to be served only after school. 

 

Participation in co-curricular activities (band, chorus, musical, clubs) are up to the discretion of administration. Students can be 
removed at any point for behavior, grades and attendance. 

 

Consequences of accumulated detentions/suspensions - Any student who has received more than 12 Type A detentions in the 

course of the school year will not be allowed to participate in any end of year activity including class trip, dances, field trips, 

assemblies. 

 

Any student who receives two or more days of in-school suspensions or any out of school suspension time will be ineligible for 

the remainder of the quarter or a minimum of three weeks, whichever is greater. Any middle school student who receives a ten 

day out of school suspension will be ineligible for the remainder of the school year. 

 

EQUAL EDUCATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES 

Equal educational opportunities shall be available to all students without regard to race, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, sexual 
orientation, ethnicity, language barrier, religious beliefs, physical or mental disability, economic or social conditions, or actual or 

potential marital or parental status. 

 

EXIT PROCEDURES 

Due to the large volume of students all exiting the building at the same time, we have designated a plan for student dismissal. All 

students should exit the building at their assigned doors. This information will be shared with parents at the beginning of the 

school year.  

 

EXTRA HELP 

Students may always seek extra help from teachers if they do not understand the assignments, if the work is difficult, or if the 

student has been absent and has missed assignments or class discussions. A conference with the teacher before or after school 

or any time convenient to both can be arranged. 

 
A teacher will sometimes request that a student stay after school if it is apparent that the student is having difficulty with his/her 

work. This should not be thought of as a punishment, but rather as the desire of the teacher to help the student make the 

progress of which he/she is capable. 

 

FIELD TRIPS 

All parents will receive written information describing any field trip that has been scheduled for a particular class. The original field 

trip form will need to be returned and signed by a parent in order for a student to attend the field trip. School personnel will not be 

able to accept phone calls or handwritten notes in lieu of the permission slip. Permission slips should be returned to school as 

soon as possible, and no later than the day of the scheduled trip. Medical situations may dictate that a parent or guardian may 

have to attend the field trip. 

 

GLOBAL LANGUAGE (6th-8th Grade) 
Two global language elective courses are offered, Introduction to Spanish and Heritage (Advanced) Spanish for 6 th, 7th and 8th 

grade. The 6th grade section is held twice a week, while the 7th and 8th grade sections are held 5 days a week. Students need to 

be in good academic standing to be considered for these classes. Students who successfully complete their first full year of either 

Spanish class will have the opportunity to take a second year of Spanish the next school year. Kindergarten through 5th grade 

students receive one day a week of Spanish instruction. 

 

GENDER EQUITY 

The Board of Education believes that the educational, athletic and musical activities provided by the district are integral to the 

educational experience of the student that is being prepared to be a citizen in the twenty-first century. 

 

Student participation in all district activities will be provided with no reference to the gender of the participant. All selections of 

students for activities will be in strict adherence to the skills and abilities necessary for such participation. 
Students or parents who have a concern that their student has been excluded from participating in an athletic or school activity 



should refer to the following procedures: 

1. Schedule an appointment with the coach or moderator to express a concern regarding your child’s participation or lack 

of participation in a particular school activity. 

2. If unsatisfied with the response from the coach or moderator, to schedule a conference with the building principal who 

will review the concern.  A written response will be provided to the parent/student within five (5) days of the conference. 

 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (5th-8th Grade) 

All subjects which meet for 200 minutes per week are considered major subjects and count heavily toward the student’s grade 

point average. Grades are weighted as follows: 

A = 4 

B = 3 

C = 2 

D = 1 

F = 0 

GRADING 

All 5th-8th grade teachers in Rhodes School use the following grade scale for student work. 

 

90 - 100 = A 
80 - 89   = B 

70 - 79   = C 

60 - 69   = D 

< 60 = F 

 

Students should use their study time and plan on at least one hour of study at home daily. 

 

In an attempt to motivate and reward students for outstanding work, Rhodes School has established an honor roll in the middle 

school. Students who receive a 3.5 GPA or above are eligible for high honor roll status. Students who earn a cumulative average of 

3.0 to 3.49 will earn honor roll status. High Honor roll students will be recognized at the Principal’s Honor Breakfast held three times 

a year. A special engraved honor board status is held for those students maintaining a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher during their 

sixth, seventh and eighth grade years. These students will be recognized at their eighth grade graduation program and receive an 
honorary plaque for their achievement. 

 

HALLWAY BEHAVIOR/RULES OF RHODES  

In an attempt to improve the student management in the hallways at Rhodes School, School personnel have implemented some 

very easy rules for students to follow to promote responsible behavior for the safety of everyone at school. 

1. Students are expected to stay to the right side when passing in the hallways. 

2. Students are expected to walk and not run in the halls. 

3. Students are expected to be quiet in the halls when passing from class to class. 

 

If a student fails to cooperate with these expectations, they may receive a referral to the office.  

 

HEALTH OFFICE 

Rhodes School employs a full-time nurse. All medical questions regarding students should be directed to the health office. 
 

To help you better understand some common illnesses that occur in schools, we have set-up the following guidelines and practices. 

Children will be sent home when they become ill with any of the following symptoms. Children may not return to school until they 

are “fever free” without medication and are symptom free for 24 hours. Children may not return to school until they are free from 

any vomiting and/or diarrhea for 24 hours. After a 3 day absence, a doctor’s note is required. 

1. Temperature of 100 degrees or higher 

2. Vomiting – one episode 

3. Diarrhea 

4. Any undetermined rash (unless a doctor’s note is received showing a non-contagious condition). 

5. Severe nasal discharge (green or yellow) 

6. Eye redness or discharge 

7. Head lice or nits found on hair shafts 
Parents can help: 

Be considerate and use good judgment. Do not send your child to school if he/she is sick. Please call in when your child is sick. Let 

the school nurse know if there is any kind of communicable disease. Make standby arrangements in case your child becomes sick 

during the school day. Please have alternative pick-up arrangements if you know you will not be able to leave work when sickness 

arises. Children should be picked-up within an hour of becoming sick. Contact the school office to be sure your emergency contact 

numbers are current. 

 

Medication Procedures 

 Authorization for Administration of Medication to students 

 

A. Only those medications necessary to maintain a student in school and which must be given during school hours or 

school activities may be administered to a student. All medications given to students must be prescribed by a licensed prescriber 
on an individual basis as determined by the student’s health status. Standing orders may not be used as a basis for 



administration of medication. Orders need to be reviewed on a monthly basis. 

B. Approval for administration of medication must be obtained from the Principal who will consult with the school’s nurse on 

an as-needed basis. 

1. A written order for prescription and non-prescription medications must be obtained from the school’s nurse, completed 

and signed by the student’s licensed prescriber, signed by a parent or guardian and filed with the Health Office. The order must 

include the following and shall be reviewed by district administration staff on a monthly basis.  
a) Reason why medication must be given during school hours 

b) Student’s name  

c) Student’s age 

d) Licensed prescriber’s name, signature and date of signature 

e) Licensed prescriber’s regular and emergency telephone numbers  

f) Name of medication 

g) Dosage 

h) Route of medication, i.e., orally, capsule, liquid, etc. 

i) Frequency and time of administration of the medication 

j) Date of prescription 

k) Date of order 

l) Discontinuation date  
m) Intended effect of medication 

n) Side effects of the medication which might be observed by district staff in the student 

o) Whether the student may self-administer the medication and if so, instructions for self-administration 

p) Emergency conditions under which medication should be administered including directions for administration by a 

certified staff member if administration by the school nurse, emergency medical personnel or self-administration cannot 

reasonably be achieved 

q) Other medications the student is receiving  

r) Time interval for re-evaluation 

s) The parents or guardians name, signature, date of signature and regular and emergency telephone numbers 

2. The school’s nurse shall review the written order to determine its completion. 

3. Principal shall approve or deny the request to administer medication. An appeal from the denial of any order prescribing 

the administration of medication may be made by the parent or guardian to the Superintendent. 
4. No student may be disciplined solely because of the refusal of his/her parents or guardian to administer or consent to the 

administration of psychotropic or psycho-stimulant medication to the student. This policy does not prohibit school medical staff, an 

individualized educational program team, or a professional worker as defined in the Illinois School Code from recommending that 

a student be evaluated by an appropriate medical practitioner or prohibit school personnel from consulting with the practitioner 

with the consent of the student’s parent or guardian. 

 

 

Per 105 ILCS 5/22-30 from the Illinois School Code. Rhodes has the following undesignated emergency medicine to use in a 

student emergency if needed: asthma inhaler, epinephrine injector, and opioid antagonist. Should an emergency occur for a 

student in which one of these life-saving medications is needed it will be used and reported to the responding emergency services 

when they arrive. 

 

 
Physical Examinations 

Physical examinations as prescribed by the Department of Public Health shall be required of all pupils in the public elementary 

schools immediately prior to or upon their entrance into pre-school, kindergarten or the first grade and upon entrance into the 

sixth grade. 

 

A physical examination, irrespective of grades, shall be required immediately prior to or upon entrance into Rhodes, if such 

student has not previously been examined.  Additional health examinations of pupils may be required when deemed necessary 

by the school authorities. 

 

Students will be excluded from school when afflicted with any contagious, infectious, or transmittable disease according to 

the laws of the State Health Department or local health ordinances.  Children will be sent home when they become ill and 

may not return to school until they are “fever free” without medication and are symptom free (from vomiting and/or 
diarrhea) for 24 hours. 

 

In addition, students not properly immunized as outlined by the Illinois State Board of Health or not having a kindergarten 

physical or sixth grade physical will be excluded from school. Parents shall receive appropriate notification at least one month 

prior to such exclusions taking place. 

 

Physical Examinations for Students Participating in Interscholastic Sports (6th-8th grade) 

All students participating in the Rhodes School Interscholastic athletic programs shall have a physical examination each year, 

prior to trying out or participating on a Rhodes School team. The results of the physical examination shall provide proof that the 

student is physically sound for such participation. 

 

Dental Examinations 
Dental examinations as prescribed by the Department of Public Health shall be required of all pupils entering kindergarten, 



second and sixth grades in the public elementary schools. 

 

Vision Examinations 

Eye examinations as prescribed by the State of Illinois shall require comprehensive eye exams for children entering kindergarten 

or enrolling for the first time in a public elementary school. 

 

HOMEWORK (1st-8th Grade) 

Some study is a necessary part of each student’s educational program. Each student is expected to spend some study time in 

addition to scheduled class instruction to achieve satisfactory work. Some assignments are long-range in nature and require 

planned study time for their completion. Planned study time eliminates the necessity for spending too much time in completing an 

assignment the day before it is due. 

 

 

HOMEWORK GRADE (3rd-8th Grade) 

All middle school students will receive a homework grade on their report card. This grade will not be part of the GPA but will show 

the student’s progress in keeping up with their daily assignments on a cumulative basis in all subject areas. Students will lose two 

points for each class that a homework assignment is not turned in. Parents will be informed anytime a student gets to a “C” grade 

on the homework point scale. (Each student starts each quarter with 100 points or an “A” grade.) Parent conferences may be 
initiated when a student reaches a “D” grade. Homework consequences will occur when a student reaches a “D” grade. Extra-

curricular activities, band and chorus will be revoked when a student reaches a grade of “F”. 

 

Students missing homework from any class may turn in the assignment the following day and receive one grade lower on that 

particular assignment. Students not turning in the assignment after the following day may receive a 0/F. Students may not be able 

to make up assignments for credit once they receive an “F”. If a student is absent, he/she will be given the number of days they 

have been absent to make up their missing work. There will be no penalty assessed to students who have been absent and full 

credit will be given if the work is made up within the grace period allowed. 

 

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE INTERNET 

The Internet has become an essential part of our life.  Millions of sites have been developed to assist the student as well as the 

teacher in all academic areas.  The Internet will be used at Rhodes School as a tool for learning.  Our basic intent is to provide this 
tool to promote educational excellence through resource searching, sharing of ideas, as well as communication. 

 

Academic Ownership 

Some material on the Internet is available for all, while other materials are copyrighted.  Students need to understand the 

difference and follow the rules that govern each. 

Appreciation for Others 

While using the Internet as well as any computer at Rhodes School, students will not interrupt and/or disturb others working!! Any 

deletion of someone’s projects will be dealt with severely.  Additionally, appropriate language will always be used. 

Personal Precautions 

Students are to never give out any personal information: names, addresses, phone numbers, etc.  Students will not use fake 

names, friend’s information, or any other information that could affect their personal safety.  Students will not use the following: 

email, chatting, or any other service that uses one's name.  This also includes Facebook or any other type of Social networking 

Students cannot take video or pictures of staff or students on school property without their permission.  
website. 

Unacceptable Material 

The Internet at Rhodes School follows a different set of guidelines then those used at home.  While some material may be 

offensive to all, others may not.  Students are to follow the directions of the staff at Rhodes School when dealing with which sites 

are to be used.  Using the Internet is a privilege, not a right. 

User Agreement/Parent Permission Form 

To use any computer here at Rhodes, both the student and parent agree to follow the guidelines listed above.  They also 

understand that any violations of the above guidelines will result in the loss of the student’s Internet privileges for the remainder of 

the school year and earn disciplinary consequences per the Rhodes School Handbook. 

Also, while Rhodes School has made every attempt to restrict any objectionable/obscene material, it is impossible to filter it all.  

Rhodes School will not be responsible for any material discovered on the Internet. 

 
All students are expected to follow the established guidelines and procedures listed under the rules governing the use of the 

internet as outlined in Board of Education policy. Serious consequences including disciplinary action and the discontinued use of 

the internet will result if a student does not follow the prescribed internet rules. 

 

LLC (Library Learning Center) 

The LLC is open daily to all 4th-8th grade students at 7:25 a.m. and closes at 3:30 p.m. Students may use the LLC for a quiet 

place to study or read. Students that have their internet policy contracts signed and on file may use the internet lab for research. 

All students will need to be in school by 7:45 a.m. in order to use the services of the LLC. Once students arrive in the LLC, they 

must stay there until 7:55 am, 3:10 pm, or 3:30 pm. Cell phones need to remain off in the LLC. 

 

LOCKERS 

1. The ownership of lockers is maintained by the school district and students are granted limited use of the lockers solely 
in accordance with this policy. 



2. Students have no reasonable expectation of privacy in their lockers and/or personal effects left in their lockers. 

3. The only items that may be placed in the lockers are articles of clothing, cell phones, school books, or supplies relating 

to school use, lunch and personal items which the student is lawfully entitled to have in his or her possession.  Lockers 

cannot be shared between students. 

4. School authorities may inspect and search student lockers and their contents without notice or the consent of students and 

without a search warrant.  In addition, school authorities may request the assistance of law enforcement officials when student 
and/or staff safety is endangered or for the purpose of conducting reasonable searches of school lockers for illegal substances, 

weapons or other illegal or dangerous materials. 

 

LUNCH PROGRAM 

Type A school hot lunch is offered free of charge to all Rhodes School students following the National School Lunch Program 

guidelines.  The type A lunch is the lunch of the day and is prepackaged, prepared fresh and cooked for each lunch period.  The 

type A lunch menu changes daily and is listed under school menus on the Rhodes website.  Students can bring their lunch from 

home or sign up for school lunch daily. 

 

ALA-CARTE 
At this time there will be limited prepackaged items available for purchase for students in grades 1 through 8.  Kindergarten 

students do not have this option.  Items available for purchase can be found under school menus on the Rhodes website. 
 

McKINNEY-VENTO PLAN 
Information regarding the McKinney-Vento plan can be obtained from one of our school social workers.  

 

MESSAGES TO STUDENTS 

Students cannot be called out of class to receive a phone call. Only emergency messages or information will be given to 

students. After school arrangements should be made prior to coming to school. Students will not be allowed to call home from 

the office to have books or lunches brought to school. No student will be denied a lunch if they inform a lunch supervisor or the 

administrator. A lunch charge may be made by students in the cafeteria. 

 

MIDDLE SCHOOL TEAM ROLE 

The purpose of the Middle School Team is to meet the diverse needs of the middle school student who attends Rhodes School. 
This is done in the following manner: 

1. To provide direction and assistance to students through brief in-services with such topics as peer relationships, value 

clarification, drug education, and preparation for high school. 

2. To counsel students who have been involved in discipline problems. Middle School Team leaders will be informed of 

student disciplinary problems. The team can help the student to make better choices in future disciplinary situations. 

3. Academic guidance: The Middle School Team can hold team meetings with students and parents to discuss their 

academic concerns, measure student progress and assess the effectiveness of academic strategies for individual students in 

the 6th, 7th and 8th grade instructional groups. 

4. Other Middle School Team activities include the coordination of the student service projects, taking an active role in 

the Career Awareness Student Programs, and record keeping of team minutes that are forwarded to other teachers involved 

at the middle school grade levels and the Rhodes administration. 

 

PARENT VISITATION 
Parents are welcome to visit their child’s classroom.  The visit should not become a conference unless previous arrangements 

have been made with the teacher or principal.  For the protection of students, it is required that all visitors receive permission by 

arranging an appointment with the principal before visiting any classroom or teacher.  Siblings or other children are not permitted 

in the classroom during visitation. 

 

PARENT INVOLVEMENT 

The district maintains programs for parent involvement for all students, including those receiving services or enrolled in 

programs under Title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.  An annual meeting is held to present and discuss 

opportunities for parent involvement.  Parents are also encouraged to participate in the PTA and BPAC committees as well as 

attend our monthly Parent Education run by our school social workers. To learn more about opportunities for involvement in 

your child’s education, please contact the Building Principal at (708) 453-6813. 

 

PESTICIDE APPLICATION NOTIFICATION PROGRAM 

The Illinois General Assembly has passed legislation requiring that public schools shall notify parents/guardians and school 

employees at least 48 hours prior to any pesticide application on school property.  The term “pesticide” includes insecticides, 

herbicides, rodenticides, and fungicides.  The notification requirement extends to both indoor and outdoor pesticide applications.  

Excluded from the notification requirement are antimicrobial agents (such as disinfectants, sanitizers or deodorizers), insecticide 

baits, and rodenticide baits. 

 

PROGRESS REPORTS (Individual) 

A teacher may send a progress report at any time to the parents indicating the status of student achievement in the classroom. 

These reports may be mailed or given directly to the students. Reports should be signed and returned to school as soon as 

possible. Any student who is in danger of failing a class with a “D” or “F” grade average should receive a progress report. 

Progress reports can also be used to indicate student improvement. 
 



PROGRESS REPORTS (6th-8th Grade) 

A mid-term progress report will be prepared by your child’s teachers and given to the students to bring home to report their 

individual progress made in their classes.  The purpose of this progress report is to inform parents of the student’s progress in 

all subject areas at the half-way point of the current grading period. Parents should feel free to contact any teachers for a 

conference to further discuss in detail any concerns based on the information provided in this progress report. 

 
Progress report information is important for parents and students to review. Due to the limited time factor involved in reporting this 

information, we are expecting the students to deliver and return this report to school with a parent signature verifying their parents 

review within two days of the report being issued. If a student fails to return the signed report, disciplinary action may be taken and 

the office will attempt to notify the parents directly.  Rhodes school is attempting to achieve better communication with parents in 

the reporting of student progress. It is hoped this progress report will assist our efforts. 

 

 

RESIDENTS DEFINED 

The following shall be considered resident children: 

1. Those whose parents live within the district. 

2. A child legally adopted by a resident. 

3. A child living in the district who has lost both parents and is living with a guardian who has custody of the child 
and is a resident of the district. 

4. A child whose parents are divorced and the parent having custody of the child is a resident of the district. 

5. A child whose custody has been awarded by the courts to a resident adult. 

6. All other cases must be approved by the Board. 

 

Parents who enroll new students in the district will be required to show three (3) proofs of residency before their student may be 

registered. 

 

RHODES ACADEMY 

This program is designed to build the skills of our learners in literacy, math and social emotional learning. We utilize MAP data to 

support placement decisions. This program is neither punitive nor should be considered as a homework center. 

 

RHODES RESPECT!  A GENERAL OVERVIEW/BEHAVIORAL INTERVENTION GUIDELINES 

The main focus of Rhodes Respect! is to provide a clear system for all expected behaviors at Rhodes School.  Through Rhodes 

Respect! We will work to create and maintain a productive, safe environment in which ALL school community members have clear 

expectations and understandings of their role in the educational process.  It will focus on teaching children positive behaviors and 

changing children’s environments so that they may learn from their choices and be accountable for their actions.  The approach 

uses universal behavioral expectations coupled with positive character building to help students achieve important social and 

learning goals.  When good teaching and good behavior come together, students will excel in their learning.  As part of the Rhodes 

Respect! approach, we have established universal expectations for behavior in all areas of our school.  Furthermore, we will 

actively teach, model, and reinforce our Universal Expectations of Respect for Ourselves, Respect for Others, Respect for 

Learning, and Respect for the Environment through monthly SEL lessons.  Students will be instructed in what respect looks 

like across all settings of the school i.e., classroom, hallway, cafeteria, etc.  We will explicitly teach these expectations to our 

students and reward them frequently with class dojo dollars and incentives for their great behavior.  By detailing expected behavior, 

we will provide a common language for everyone and will build a school community in which students will excel. Our SEL handbook 
is available in the main office by request. 

 

RIGHT TO PRIVACY 

Student information is considered confidential and is protected from disclosure by the Illinois School Student records Act and the 

Family and Educational Rights Privacy Act.  The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) is a federal law that affords 

students certain rights with respect to their education records. They are: 

1. The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days of the day the district receives a 

request for access. 

2. The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the Parent/guardian or eligible student 

believes are inaccurate or misleading. 

3. The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the parent/guardian or eligible 

student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent. 
4. The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by the district to comply 

with the requirements of FERPA. 

 

The name and address of the office that administers FERPA is:  

Family Policy Compliance Office 

U.S. Department of Education 

400 Maryland Avenue, S.W. Washington, D.C. 20202-4605 

 

SCHOOL CLOSING 

Severe weather occasionally results in school closings. A Connect Ed phone call will go out to every phone number that we 

have on file notifying parents of any school closing.  Notices will also be sent via email and on class Dojo.  Parents can also 

find the information on http://emergencyclosingcenter.com. 
Announcements about school closings will be made in the morning on the following radio stations: 



WBBM-AM 780 

WLS-AM 590 

WMAQ-AM 670 

WJJD-AM 1160 

WGN-AM 720 

 

SCHOOL DAY (K-8th Grade) 

Students need to be in class prior to 8:00 am and on the playground prior to 7:55 am.  Students will be brought into the building 

during inclement weather days. Students will go out for recess at lunch periods daily, unless the wind chill is below twenty 

degrees. All students will be dismissed at 2:45 pm. except on Fridays when we dismiss at 2:00 pm. Extra- curricular, advanced 

placement, and after school appointments or detentions may cause an extension in the dismissal of students. 

 

SCHOOL DAY (Preschool) 

All preschool students attend school for 1/2 day sessions. Morning classes are scheduled from 7:55 to 10:40. Afternoon 

classes are scheduled from 11:50 to 2:45 pm, except on Fridays when we dismiss at 2:00 pm. 

 

SEX OFFENDER INFORMATION 

In accordance with legislation in Illinois, school districts are required to inform parents of how they are able to obtain information 
regarding sex offenders that live in the school district.  Parents may obtain information regarding any registered sex offenders 

living in the school district boundaries at the Illinois State Police website and from the River Grove and Melrose Park Police 

Departments. 

 

SEXUAL ABUSE PROGRAMS 

Parents have the right to have their student removed from an informational program that discusses the topic of sexual abuse. 

When a program is scheduled, parents will be given advance notice and the student can be removed from said programs by 

contacting the principal in writing stating their objections. 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION SERVICES  

Social Worker 

Rhodes School employs 3 social workers who are here each day. They are able to provide crisis intervention as well as ongoing 
assistance to students. They also serve on the multidisciplinary team and provide parent informational nights every month. 

 

Speech-Language Therapy 

Rhodes School has a full time speech therapist to meet the needs of Rhodes School students. The speech and language 

therapist provides direct intervention services to students who have difficulties with understanding thoughts, expressing ideas, or 

producing correct sounds. The speech and language therapist also seeks to prevent speech, language and hearing disorders 

through public education, early identification and active work with parents and teachers. A student who may be in need of service 

is identified through an ongoing screening program throughout the year. This includes all Kindergarten students upon their initial 

enrollment at Rhodes. In addition, all teachers and/or parents have the opportunity to refer individual students. 

 

Learning Disability Assistance 

Rhodes School has learning disability classes to serve the needs of those students who have been identified as learning disabled. 

Low Incidence Needs of Students 
Students who have needs either rare or so severe that they cannot receive services within Rhodes School will be placed in an 

appropriate class by the Leyden Area Special Education Cooperative. Rhodes Elementary District 84.5 is a member of a joint 

agreement formed to provide for the needs of students in an effective and efficient manner. 

 

STUDENT RECORDS 

A student record is the written history on the performance and the activities of any child enrolled in school. This record will contain 

all of the state and federal mandated information and any other information necessary to evaluate a student’s progress. It will also 

give a brief description of the student’s tenure in a local public school. 

 

Student records are broken into two parts: the permanent record, the record which is kept for at least sixty years; and the 

temporary record which must be destroyed five years after a student leaves. These two parts of the record contain different types 

of information; the permanent record contains that information which would be necessary for the student for the rest of his life. 
The temporary records contain the set of information that is most important to have during the student’s school year. 

 

Content of Student Permanent Records: Permanent student educational records are kept on file for a minimum of 60 years by 

the school district. These records include: 

1. Basic identifying information - student and parent names, addresses, student birth date and place, gender; 

2. Academic transcript - grades, class ranks, graduation date, grade level achieved, scores on college entrance tests; 

3. Attendance record; 

4. Accident reports and health records. 

 

Content of Student Temporary Records: Temporary records are destroyed five years after the graduation, transfer or 

permanent withdrawal of the student from the district. The temporary records may include: 

1. Family background information; 
2. Intelligence and aptitude test scores; 



3. Reports of psychological evaluations - information on intelligence, personality and academic information obtained 

through tests, observation and interviews; 

4. Elementary and secondary achievement level test results; 

5. Copies of the student’s work; 

6. Participation in extracurricular activities, including offices held; 

7. Honors and awards received; 
8. Disciplinary information; 

9. Special Education files - reports of the multidisciplinary staffing which determines whether placement is made, and all 

records and tape recordings relating to special education placement hearings and appeals; 

10. Any verified reports or information from non-educational personnel agencies or organizations; 

11. Other verified information of clear relevance to the student’s education. 

 

Access to Records by Parents and Students 

The right to inspect and copy student educational records (both permanent and temporary, minimal fee) is allowed to parents or 

guardians of students under age 18. Any student age 14 or older also has the right to read and review his or her temporary and 

permanent educational records. 

Parent or student requests for review of the records must be made in writing to the school principal. The principal will then arrange 

an appointment within 2 weeks for the review. 
 

Release of Records 

In general, no personally identifiable records or files (for personal information from either) may be made available to individuals, 

agencies or organizations without the written consent of parents, guardians or students over 18 years. However, limited 

exceptions are made. The records are available to the following individuals or groups: 

1. Other school officials, including teachers within the educational institution or local agency who may have legitimate 

educational interests; 

2. Officials of other schools or school systems where the student intends to enroll, provided the student’s parents are 

notified of the transfer of records and receive a copy of the record it desired, and have an opportunity for a hearing to challenge 

the content of the record if they desire; 

3. Authorized representatives of the Controller General of the United States, the Secretary and administrative head of an 

educational agency; 
4. Organizations or agencies in connection with a student’s application for or receipt of financial aid. 

Information may be released in connection with an emergency to appropriate persons if such information is necessary to protect 

the health or safety of the student or other persons.  In families where parents are separated or divorced, the granting of custody 

to one parent does not alter the rights of the other unless there is a court order specifically on this point.  Any parent may have 

access to his student’s records for the purpose of reviewing them. 

 

Destruction of Records 

It shall be the intent of the Rhodes Board of Education District 84.5 to destroy the temporary records of students within five (5) 

years of their graduation or transfer from Rhodes School. Parents who wish to make copies of the records prior to their 

destruction should contact the school. 

 

Parents of special education students may obtain a copy of their special education records and obtain an explanation as to how 

they may be of further usefulness by contacting the district’s coordinator of special education. 
Specific questions regarding either the Illinois Record Act or the district’s destruction schedule may be addressed to the 

superintendent’s office. 

 

STUDENT RELEASE 

Students will only be released from school to their parents or persons listed on the emergency card. Parents may write a letter 

asking a student to be released to another adult on a given day. These notes will be kept on file but will only apply for the date 

designated. 

 

TEACHER HELPER 

Any parent wishing to apply as a teacher helper in the school must receive the approval of the teacher and the principal. 

 

UNIFORM GRIEVANCE PROCEDURE 
A student, parent/guardian or employee should notify any District Complaint Manager if he or she believes that the Board of 

Education, its employees, or agents have violated his or her rights guaranteed by the State or federal Constitution, State or 

federal statute, or Board policy, or have a complaint. 

 

The Complaint Manager will attempt to resolve complaints without resorting to a grievance procedure and, if a complaint is filed, 

to address the complaint promptly and equitably.  For detailed information, refer to Policy 2:260. 

 

The Complaint Managers are: 

 

Building Principal    Superintendent 

8931 W. Fullerton Avenue   8931 W. Fullerton Avenue 

River Grove, IL  60171   River Grove, IL  60171 
708-453-6813    708-453-1266 



 

 

VISITORS TO SCHOOL 

No visitors, parents or anyone other than students or employees of the school district will be allowed to enter the building other 

than the designated entrance through Door 1.   When visitors do enter the building they will be buzzed through into the waiting 

area and they should approach the window near the second set of doors.  Our receptionist will scan every visitor’s ID and then 
issue them a Guest Pass.  If the visitor is just picking up their child they will be buzzed into the main office where they can sign out 

their child. 

 

WAIVER OF FEES 

The Board of Education has adopted a policy which permits the waiver of school fees for all students. 

 

WATER BOTTLES 

Students are not allowed to bring water bottles into the classrooms.  They are allowed to bring them to school and use them 

before and after school, at lunch, and during outside play times.  Students will be allowed to get drinks from the water fountains 

during the day.  Students are not allowed to bring in outside drinks such as coffee, energy drinks, etc.  They can have drinks in 

their lunch boxes that they can drink in the cafeteria.  These rules are in place to prevent the sharing of drinks, the issues that 

arise when drinks are spilled in the classrooms (especially around technology) and due to the multiple empty drinks that are left in 
lockers, which lead to unsanitary conditions. 


