
Alternative Access: 
Step-by-step switch

What is it?

The "Step-by-Step" device by Ablenet is an assistive technology device featuring a 
single button switch interface that allows users to activate the device and listen to pre-
recorded messages or prompts.

Why use it?

The Step-by-Step device is a versatile tool for supporting communication, independence, 
and task completion for individuals with disabilities. It can be used by individuals with 
disabilities to provide step-by-step auditory prompts, make errorless comments, or 
practice a switch site by vocalizing engaging sounds, words, or phrases.

How to use it?

To use the device, first record messages or instructions for each step of a task using 
the built-in microphone. Then, press the large button to activate the device and hear 
the recorded message for the first step. Press the button again to move on to the next 
step and hear the corresponding message. Continue this process until all steps are 
completed or the desired message is conveyed.

Inclusive classroom example

In a second-grade general education classroom, there's a student named "C" who faces 
challenges due to her complex body and communication needs. Despite these 
challenges, "C" has a lot to say! She's currently learning to use two switches to activate 
an Augmentative Alternative Communication device. However, finding the right words on 
her device can be time-consuming. Additionally, "C" sometimes struggles to be heard or 
to get attention because she finds it difficult to raise her hand on command. To 
overcome these barriers, "C" uses a step-by-step device, allowing her to quickly and 
easily signal to her teachers and peers that she has something to say or needs 
assistance.
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