
Reading: 
Shared reading

What is it?

Shared reading is an interactive reading experience where the teacher and students 
read a book together, with the teacher guiding and modeling reading strategies while 
encouraging student participation. In the context of comprehensive literacy for all and 
inclusive practices, shared reading plays a crucial role in fostering a love for reading and 
developing literacy skills across diverse learners.

Why use it?

Shared reading in inclusive classrooms creates a supportive environment where all 
students can engage meaningfully with texts. It bridges literacy gaps through active 
participation, visual cues, repetitive language, and teacher modeling, benefiting students 
with disabilities and English learners. By promoting literacy and social-emotional 
development, shared reading fosters community and ensures every student feels 
included.

How to use it?

To conduct shared reading, choose an engaging, developmentally appropriate text and 
ensure all students can see it. Introduce the book by discussing the cover, title, and 
illustrations to build anticipation. Read aloud expressively, pausing for questions and 
encouraging participation, especially with repetitive or familiar parts. Use strategies 
like pointing to words and emphasizing key phrases. After reading, discuss the story, 
characters, and new vocabulary, reinforcing comprehension through activities like 
drawing, acting, or retelling.

For more information:

Literacy for All Instruction
Project Core
Shared Reading and Reading Out Loud: Benefits and Differences

Bellevue School District 

https://literacyforallinstruction.ca/shared-reading/
https://www.project-core.com/shared-reading-module/
https://www.buildingwings.com/blog/shared-reading-and-reading-out-loud-benefits-and-differences/?utm_source=s_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=blog&utm_content=literacy_instruction



