
 Seal of Biliteracy at Fenton 
 What?  The Illinois Seal of Biliteracy is an award bestowed by the Illinois State 

 Board of Education and given by Fenton High School in recognition and 
 celebration of students who have studied and attained a high level of 
 proficiency in two or more languages by graduation. This means that the 
 students have learned to read, write, listen and speak in both languages in a 
 variety of contexts. The tasks on the assessment are interpersonal (speaking 
 or writing to another person), presentational (writing or speaking about a 
 topic) and interpretive (reading or listening to a text and and showing 
 comprehension). 

 The Illinois State Board of Education and Fenton High School recognize the 
 importance of language and how it helps prepare students for global 
 citizenship. Not only is learning a language beneficial to students’ cognitive 
 development, it also provides opportunities for them to participate 
 effectively in global political, social, cultural and economic contexts. Further, 
 the demand for employees to be fluent in more than one language is 
 increasing rapidly in Illinois and throughout the world. The Seal of Biliteracy 
 builds upon the rich linguistic and cultural assets of the district and 
 community, providing students with the necessary skills to be successful in 
 college, career, and life. 

 Who?  At Fenton High School, seniors who have scored at least a 480 on the SAT 
 Evidence-Based Reading and Writing College and Career Ready Benchmark, 
 seniors who have passed the ACCESS exam during their high school career, 
 and seniors who have received a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP Spanish, French, or 
 German exam qualify to take an exam to earn the Seal of Biliteracy. 

 When and Where?  Students who qualify will receive a survey in January where they will be able 
 to express their interest in taking the test, and select their language(s).  We 
 will also post notices in the Fenton bulletins and newsletters.  Tests will be 
 administered at Fenton in April during SAT testing. 


