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GRAND FORKS SCHOOL BOARD
GRAND FORKS PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICT #1
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
December 9, 2024

The School Board of Grand Forks Public School District No. 1 held a regular meeting on Monday, December 9, 2024,
at the Mark Sanford Education Center, with President Dave Berger presiding.

Board Members Present: Josh Anderson, Dave Berger, Amber Flynn, Sherry Houdek, Jay Kleven, Joel Larson, and

Eric Lunn. Absent: Jeff Manley and Bill Palmiscno.

Student Board Members Present: Adrianna Tande. Absent: McKayla Sagini.

Others Present: Dr. Terry Brenner, Superintendent of Schools; Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager; Matt Bakke,
Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Education; Joe Drumm, Vice President of the Grand Forks Education

Association; and Cindy Johnson, Executive Secretary.

Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance. The meeting
was called to order at 6:00 p.m., and the Pledge of
Allegiance was recited.

Reading of School Board Meeting Norms. Lunn read
aloud the meeting norms.

Larson joined the meeting at 6:01 p.m.

Approval of Agenda. It was moved by Lunn and
seconded by Kleven to approve the agenda as
written. Upon roll call vote as follows, the motion
carried unanimously. Aye: Lunn, Flynn, Larson,
Kleven, Houdek, Anderson, and Berger. Nay: None.
Absent: Manley and Palmiscno.

Celebrating Success. Kelli Tannahill, Kelly Elementary
School principal, LuAnn Schmidt, associate principal,
and other staff members reported on the school’s
student demographics, goals and assessments,
attendance, behaviors, and interventions, as well as
its sensory room and special education suite.

Public Comments. None.

Government Affairs Committee Report. Minutes of
the committee’s meeting year to date were provided
in the agenda packet. Flynn reported on the
September 5 meeting at which several Grand Forks
legislators attended.

Kleven reported on the December 5 local government
agency legislative forum with Grand Forks legislators
hosted by Grand Forks Public Schools on behalf of
the school district, City of Grand Forks, Grand Forks
County, Grand Forks Park District, and Grand Forks

Regional Airport Authority, and legislators’ reaction to
the district’s legislative priorities.

Dr. Brenner reported on collaborative legislative
efforts with other school districts and state education
organizations.

The district’s presentation of public school issues and
priorities from the legislative forum was provided at
the board members’ table.

Consent Agenda. It was moved by Kleven and
seconded by Larson to approve the consent agenda
as follows:

e Appointment of Nikayla Hutman, Special
Education Teacher, effective January 2, 2025,
pro-rated salary of $28,295.58, and

o November 25, 2024, school board meeting
minutes as written.

Upon roll call vote as follows, the motion carried

unanimously. Aye: Anderson, Houdek, Flynn, Lunn,

Larson, Kleven, and Berger. Nay: None. Absent:

Manley and Palmiscno.

Consideration of Curriculum Proposal for 2025-2026.
Bakke reported on the administrative
recommendation to approve the curriculum proposal
as presented in detail at the November 25, 2024,
school board meeting.

Courses recommended for approval include the
addition of Orchestra lll, the addition and modification
of Practical Applications of Composition, the addition
of Peer to Peer Leadership and Spanish for
Native/Heritage Speakers. Career Impact Academy
course updates and proposals included relocating
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existing CTE courses/programs from GF Central and
Red River high schools, expanding existing CTE
programs with new course offerings, adding new CTE
programs with new course offerings, and
deleting/removing existing CTE courses in place of
updated courses/curriculum.

It was moved by Lunn and seconded by Kleven to
approve the curriculum proposal for 2025-2026 as
presented. Upon roll call vote as follows, the motion
carried unanimously. Aye: Kleven, Houdek, Anderson,
Flynn, Larson, Lunn, and Berger. Nay: None. Absent:
Manley and Palmiscno.

General Fund Financial Statement. Baumbach
reported for the period of July 1, 2024, through
November 30, 2024, total general fund revenues were
$50,359,166, and total general fund expenditures
were $38,561,348 resulting in revenue over expenses
of $11,797,818.

It was moved by Kleven and seconded by Anderson
to approve the General Fund Financial Statement for
July 1, 2024, through October 31, 2024. Upon roll call
vote as follows, the motion carried unanimously. Aye:
Larson, Kleven, Lunn, Anderson, Houdek, Flynn, and
Berger. Nay: None. Absent: Manley and Palmiscno.

Announcements. A shout-out to Winship’s Day of
Giving activity was noted.

Board Requests for Future Consideration. None.

School Board Meeting Norms—How Did We Do?
Lunn reported the board did excellent in following its
meeting norms.

Adjournment. There being no further business, the
meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m.

APPROVED

(Date)

Dave Berger, President

Brandon Baumbach, Business Manager
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