
 
 

1 

 

Raider Family Focus December 6, 2024 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 

Values 
We care about ALL 
students. 

Beliefs 
We believe ALL 
students can and will 
learn. 

Vision 
All means ALL! 
Personalized Learning 
for ALL students. 

SM SOUTH 

Faith Danaher: teaches Spanish at South and was nominated by her colleagues: “Ms. 
Danaher goes above and beyond to always make sure her students and other ELA 
students are supported. Faith will go out of her way to ensure that she builds 
relationships with all of her students, and her classroom is a wonderful learning 
environment. Faith spends time with other classroom teachers supporting ELA 
students, and South is a better place because of all the hard work Faith provides.” 

Email Dr. Dain to nominate a South staff member for the Hard Hat Hero Award 
 

                       Tweet of the Week! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Hard-Hat Hero 
                              Staff member of the week    

                           Faith Danaher 

Follow Dr. Dain on  
X: @SMSouthTDain 
Instagram: SMSouthTDain 

Table of Contents 
Health Office             p. 3 
Student of the Week p. 4 
Raiders R.I.S.E.  p. 5  
KSMS Raider Report p. 6 
Counselor’s Corner        p. 7 
Occupation Spotlight p. 11 
Every Day Counts  p. 12 
J’s for Days  p. 13 
PTSA   p. 14 
Tips for parents  p. 17 
Yearbook Ad Sales  p. 18 
Lending Library  p. 19 
Rocky’s Rundown  p. 20 
Fathers Club 12.18.24 p. 21 
Yearbook Portraits p. 22 
Cram & Cocoa 12.17.24 p. 23 
Fundraisers  p. 24 
Weekly Event Schedule   p. 26 



 
 

2 

 

Raider Family Focus December 6, 2024 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

DECEMBER    9 

 

Traditional Schedule 

DECEMBER    10 

 

Even Block 

DECEMBER    11 

 

Odd Block 

 

DECEMBER    12 

LATE START 

Even Block 

DECEMBER    13 

 

Odd Block 

DECEMBER    16 

 

Odd Block 

DECEMBER    17 

 

Even Block 

5-7pm Cram & Cocoa 

DECEMBER    18 

 

Odd Block 

Final Exams – 1 & 3 

DECEMBER    19 

NO LATE START 

Even Block 

Final Exams – 2, 4 & 6 

DECEMBER    20 

Odd Block 

Final Exams 5 & 7 

1:10 dismissal 

DECEMBER    23 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

DECEMBER    24 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

DECEMBER    25 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

DECEMBER    26 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

DECEMBER    27 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

DECEMBER    30 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

DECEMBER    31 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

JANUARY   1 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

JANUARY    2 

NO SCHOOL 

Winter Break 

JANUARY   3 

NO SCHOOL 

Teacher Work Day 

JANUARY   6 

 

Traditional Schedule 

7:00pm PTSA Meeting 

JANUARY   7 

 

Even Block 

JANUARY   8 

 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY   9 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

 

JANUARY   10 

 

Odd Block 

JANUARY   13 

 

Traditional Schedule 

JANUARY   14 

 

Even Block 

JANUARY   15 

 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY   16 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

 

JANUARY   17 

 

Odd Block 

JANUARY   20 

NO SCHOOL 

MLK Day 

JANUARY   21 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Learning 

JANUARY   22 

 

Traditional Schedule 

JANUARY   23 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

JANUARY   24 

 

Odd Block 

JANUARY  27 

 

Traditional Schedule 

JANUARY   28 

 

Even Block 

JANUARY   29 

 

Odd Block 

 

JANUARY   30 

LATE START 

Even Block 

6:30-8:30pm 

Come Look at South 

JANUARY   31 

 

Odd Block 

FEBRUARY  3 

 

Odd Block 

7:00pm PTSA Meeting 

 

FEBRUARY   4 

 

Even Block 

FEBRUARY   5 

 

Odd Block 

5-8pm PT Conferences 

FEBRUARY   6 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY   7 

NO SCHOOL 

Parent Teacher 

Conferences 

FEBRUARY  10 

 

Traditional Schedule 

FEBRUARY   11 

 

Even Block 

FEBRUARY   12 

 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY   13 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY   14 

 

Odd Block 

 

FEBRUARY  17 

 

NO SCHOOL 

Presidents Day 

FEBRUARY   18 

 

NO SCHOOL 

Professional Learning 

FEBRUARY   19 

 

Traditional Schedule 

 

FEBRUARY   20 

LATE START 

Even Block 

 

FEBRUARY   21 

 

Odd Block 
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Health Office Update 

December 2024 
Parents~ If your student has texted you to go home, 

please call attendance 993-7546. Do not send your student 

to the health office to be called out. We will contact you if 

your student is sick and needs to go home. You can always 

check with us to see if your student has been in our office 

before picking them up. 
 

 

 

 

Raiders~  Winter Break is upon us..  Start off the New Year Strong. Take time to 

Relax, Refresh, and Recharge~  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Angie York - SM South Nurse 
913.993.7516 
soyork@smsd.org 

 
 
 
 

mailto:soyork@smsd.org
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Raiders! - Nominate your Peers 
Click HERE to Nominate for Student of the Week  

Abby Jenkins and Alice Barr 
recognized  

Lilliana Rynard 
with the KINDNESS CHAIN as our 

Student of the Week! 

 

 

https://forms.gle/rpiNtc3nHvKyiLfJ8
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 Congratulations to our November 

Raiders R.I.S.E. winners: 
Freshmen: Freshmen: Owen Huffman (not pictured) 
Sophomore: Tori Fonseca 
Junior: Madilyn Beavers 
Senior: Molly Hannan 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

#CultureWins 
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click here to watch: 

Raider Report 12:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5LbLQAhyzQ 
 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J5LbLQAhyzQ
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Follow @counselingSMS on twitter  
Facebook ‘Shawnee Mission South Counseling’ 

Please see below to find your counselor’s name. 

Your Last Name           Your Counselor’s Name 
A-C & ELL                    Nichole Dosland 
D-I                                Chris Shelby 
J-O                               Jasmine Morgan 
P-T                               Jennifer Herrmann 
U-Z                               Traci Johnson 

  
 The deadline to request a 2nd semester schedule adjustment is TODAY- Dec.6th. Check your Canvas 

Page and/or email for the link. Counselors will be working on schedule the next two weeks.  No 
schedule changes will be made in January. 

 Practice ACT results for juniors were distributed on 11/13. If you have a junior, ask them to see their 
results. 

 Students will be working on a 4-year academic plan and pre-enrollment planning during Advisory on 
12/12 

 The FAFSA for seniors is open. If you have any questions or want help, please reach out to 
morganbryan@smsd.org. 

 Tutoring is available to assist students before and after school and during seminar, lunch, and late 
start.  Please reach out to your child’s teacher or counselor if they could benefit from some extra 
help. There is still time in the semester to improve grades.  

It’s crazy to believe but the Holiday season is quickly approaching. If your family needs assistance, 
see below. If you know of a family who could use some extra help, please reach out to us. 

🎄 Holiday Assistance – Johnson County Christmas Bureau offers a Holiday Shop during the month of 

December. All pre-qualified shopping guests receive an appointment - shoppers are below 150% of the 
poverty level and reside in Johnson County, Kansas. The Holiday Shop is like a pop-up department store 
providing a unique shopping experience (groceries, personal care items, toys & gifts, books, clothing, coats, 
hats, gloves & scarves, etc.) all free of charge.  Click the link to apply or learn how you 
can help: https://jccb.org/apply-to-shop 
   

If you or someone you know is feeling unsafe or having thoughts of harming themselves or others, please 
utilize these resources: 

Call 988/911/Go to an Emergency Room 
Call the National Suicide Prevention Hotline at 1-800-273-8255 
Text HOME to 741741 to connect with a Crisis Counselor 
Recursos en Español-    El Centro      JoCo Salud Mental- se habla Español.  
 

mailto:morganbryan@smsd.org
https://jccb.org/apply-to-shop
https://www.elcentroinc.com/
https://www.jocogov.org/dept/mental-health/home
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Upcoming College Visits to South 2024-2025 
College and University admissions representatives and Military Recruiters come to the Counseling Center at 
Shawnee Mission South to share about the college/university/service branch they represent. If you are 
interested in attending a specific visit, please contact Ms. Young, Counseling Secretary, at 
bryoung@smsd.org  to obtain a pass. 

  
December 
University of St. Mary (KS)                     Monday, December 9      12:55 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

mailto:bryoung@smsd.org
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ACT Prep Course 

 

Shawnee Mission South High School (01/03/25) 
Sale Price:  $75.00! Original Price: $90.00  
(Sale price expires 12/20/24) 

 

WHEN: Friday, Jan. 3, 2025 
8:30am - 2:10pm CT  
(40-minute lunch break is included.  Lunch is BYOL) 
 

WHERE: Shawnee Mission South - Library 
5800 West 107th St, Overland Park, KS 66207 

 

Click HERE to Register 
 

Why take this class?This class includes practical and relevant information on how to increase your ACT score. It shows you 
how to control the test and not let it control you! The workshop covers what will be on the test and how to master test-taking 
techniques. This class is not a practice test! Learn general ideas about the ACT as a whole and the individual tests: 

 English- Learn what ACT test-writers are looking for and how to approach different types of questions. 

 Math- Learn what problem-solving skills and math skills you need. 

 Reading - Learn your best method for doing well on ACT reading. 

 Science- Learn common question types and what’s really required to do well. 

 Requests for refunds will have a $20 processing fee deducted if cancelled more than 1 week prior to the 
class date. Cancellations within a week of the class date will not receive a refund. Make-up classes are not 
offered for partial attendance. No-show students are nontransferable and nonrefundable. 

 This class fills quickly; registrations are prioritized by date received. Class size varies based on host location, but 
complies with local CV19 guidelines. Upon receipt of payment all registrants will receive a confirmation email. 

 Payment for this course does not register you for the official ACT. Students must register and pay for the ACT at 
actstudent.org. 

 Additional ACT information is available in your high school counseling office. 
About the program: Carolyn Devane has been teaching ACT classes and helping thousands of students improve 
their scores since 1999.  Here’s what students are saying: 

"I took your class at the K-State campus at the end of August! I was the kid that said you raised my score by 
three points! Well, guess what? You have outdone yourself once again! 
"I received, with a super score, a 26 on the ACT!! That's a two point increase from my previous score! My score 
in my math section increased five points!!!! I used all your tips... and this math score really made me proud of 
myself. 
"I've been getting even higher scores when I practice, so I am thinking about retaking the ACT in January or 
February! I just wanted to let you know that both of your classes have helped me to become a better test taker 
and a more accomplished students, and I want to thank you!!" 

https://powerprepinc.com/act-test-prep/p/shawnee-mission-south-high-school-act-prep-class
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Occupation Spotlight: High Demand – High Wage Careers 
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District Attendance Specialist 
Hello! My name is Memo Rodriguez and I am the Shawnee Mission School District Attendance Specialist for the South 

high school feeder area. I am here mainly to provide follow-up monitoring of students identified as needing support 
for chronic absenteeism, but other functions I perform are: 

 I serve as a liaison between students, families, and school teams to facilitate positive student attendance. 

 I cooperate with representatives from social services and law enforcement agencies in cases of mutual 

interests. 

 I manage all associated paperwork, arrange for educational facilitators, connect families with needed 

community resources. 

 I communicate and work effectively and cooperatively with members of the school district and community to 
promote student attendance. 

 I work effectively with chronically absent as well as truant students and their families. 

 I connect families struggling with attendance with appropriate school and community resources. 

 
My hours at South high school are Monday through Friday 7 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

Indian Woods middle school hours are Monday through Friday 12:30 P.M. to 3:30 P.M. 
 
If you have any questions regarding phone calls or emails received by me, please feel free to reach out. 

 
Thank you, 
 
Memo Rodriguez 

District Attendance Specialist 
Shawnee Mission South High School 
Indian Woods Middle School 
SMSHS: 913-993-7781 
IWMS: 913-993-0699 

Memorodriguez@smsd.org 

 

mailto:Memorodriguez@smds.org
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Attendance Incentive 
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PTSA Meets Mondays at 7:00pm in the Library 

January 6 

Febraury 3 

March 3 

April 7
English link https://form.jotform.com/242038408631149 
Spanish link https://form.jotform.com/242039139588162 

 
 

 

https://form.jotform.com/242038408631149
https://form.jotform.com/242039139588162
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https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZK3iWv6pRBMPhWN8mBHITSgy7rsIAeOk/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hDUUWAK0Iv5_MTRzTd5XgwJhD1g6x_06/view?usp=sharing
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
https://resources.finalsite.net/images/v1599250138/smsdorg/buuomu2hvtqs0i4wgi7i/TheCanvasParentAppSMSDSite1.pdf
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Link to ROCKY’S RUNDOWN:  
https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766 

 

 

https://view.gogipper.com/page/1924766
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SHAWNEE MISSION SOUTH 

FATHER’S 

CLUB 
 Huddle Meeting 

5:30pm Wednesday, December 18, 2024 
The Raider Room at Johnny’s - 8719 W 95th St, Overland Park, KS 66212 

Sign up here more info: https://forms.gle/YPANJx6dRKzQCCnS6      

The Father’s Club is a dad-led, grassroots effort creating simple ways for dads to be 
intentional with their KIDS, with other DADS and within their COMMUNITY.  With resolve, 
humility, and love, our mission is to be a catalyst for positive influence around the world. 

https://forms.gle/YPANJx6dRKzQCCnS6
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Review for your final and warm up with some hot chocolate 

and treats at our Annual Cram and Cocoa event sponsored 

by our PTSA. 

5:00-7:00pm 

Tuesday, December 17 

SM South Library 
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Access all SM South athletics and activity event calendar with real-time updates at www.sunflowerleague.org 

Monday, December 9, 2024  – Traditional 7 Period Schedule 

6:00pm Basketball: Boys Freshman-A Game  vs. Saint Thomas Aquinas  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

6:00pm Basketball: Boys Sophomore Game  vs. Saint Thomas Aquinas  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:30pm Basketball: Boys Freshman-B Game  vs. Saint Thomas Aquinas  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

8:00pm Basketball: Girls Varsity Tournament  vs. Blue Valley  @  Liberty North High School 

Tuesday, December 10, 2024 – BLOCKS 2 –Advisory–4 –6 

5:30pm Basketball: Boys JV Game vs. Saint Thomas Aquinas  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

5:30pm Wrestling: Boys JV Mixer  vs. Multiple Schools..  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:00pm Basketball: Boys Varsity Game  vs. Saint Thomas Aquinas  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:00pm Choir Concert Auditorium 

Wednesday, December 11, 2024 – BLOCKS 1-3-5-7 

TBD Basketball: Girls Varsity Tournament  vs. TBA  @  Liberty North High School 

5:00pm Wrestling: Girls & Boys Varsity Quad vs. Multiple Schools..  @  Olathe West High School 

Thursday, December 12, 2024 – (Late Start) BLOCKS 2 –Advisory–4 –6 
6:00pm Basketball: Boys Freshman-A Game  vs. Olathe West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

6:00pm Basketball: Boys Sophomore Game  vs. Olathe West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:00pm Orchestra Pops Concert Auditorium 

7:30pm Basketball: Girls C-Team Game  vs. Louisburg  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:30pm Basketball: Boys Freshman-B Game  vs. Olathe West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

Friday, December 13, 2024 – BLOCKS 1-3-5-7 

TBD Basketball: Girls Varsity Tournament  vs. TBA  @  Liberty North High School 

5:30pm Basketball: Boys JV Game    vs. Olathe West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

7:00pm Basketball: Boys Varsity Game    vs. Olathe West  @  Shawnee Mission South High School 

Saturday, December 14, 2024 

9:00am Wrestling: Girls Varsity Tournament  vs. Olathe Northwest  @  Olathe Northwest High School 

9:00am Wrestling: Boys Varsity Invitational  vs. Highland Park  @  Highland Park 

10:30am Swimming: Boys Varsity Diving vs. Multiple Schools..  @  Prairie Trail Middle School 

 

 
 

 
 

http://teacherweb.bmetrack.com/c/l?u=5872530&e=7F5B4F&c=47EE4&t=0&l=1C2EDC9D&email=jAp7Wbauj2Gy0NKrU0Yw73zXEaHTtGcN&seq=1
https://www.sunflowerleague.org/public/genie/403/school/10/date/2024-12-09/view/week/
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