
Bergenfield High School 
Course Curriculum Choice Assembly 

Friday, January 10, 2025



Class of 2028 State Testing Information

The NJ Student Learning Assessment (NJSLA) will be 

administered from April 28th to May 2nd, 2025 in ELA 

and Math.

Details to follow.



AP Potential Letter

Based on your PSAT score, AP/College Board 
may identify you as a fit for specific AP 
courses 



Course Requests Will Be Done Through Infinite Campus

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1bYYnEg1dvW3Jir0xIkS8cyPNSErDsxOf/preview


Science
For Students Entering 

Grade 10



Requirements To Graduate From BHS

● All students need three years of science 

Required Courses (Basic Track)
Chemistry or Honors Chemistry

Required Courses (Advanced Track)
Biology or Honors Biology

 



Required Courses (STEM)

Honors Biology
AP Chemistry

AP Computer Science Principles

Elective Courses
AP Physics 1

AP Chemistry
AP Environmental Science

 

 



Health Careers Program Electives

Health & Wellness (½ year)

Dynamics of Health Care (½ year)

Medical Terminology

 



Mathematics
● State Requirement:

○ Three years of Mathematics
○ Meet assessment benchmark for graduation (NJGPA, SAT, PSAT, 

Accuplacer, other)

● BHS Recommendation: 
○ Four years of mathematics
○ Prepare for SAT and college Entrance Exams



Students Entering Grade 10

If you are taking You should take

Algebra 1  → Plane Geometry

Plane Geometry → Algebra 2

Geometry Honors→ Algebra 2 Honors

Algebra 2 Honors → AP Precalculus



Students entering grade 10 
Electives

AP Computer Science A (after AP CSP)

Probability and Statistics*

AP Statistics

AP Calculus AB

*Dual enrollment opportunity with FDU



Students Entering Grade 10 
Options For Advancement

Double Up
Geometry and Algebra 2
Summer Experience



Students Entering Grade 10

Summer Advancement Offerings
Geometry or Algebra 2

With teacher recommendation

The Summer Experience!



Explore Social Studies
Courses for Sophomores



US History I OR 

US History I Honors

Required Course:

Available Electives:
• AP European History

• AP Human Geography

• AP Microeconomics  - *fulfills the financial, 

economic business, and entrepreneurial business 

literacy graduation requirement 

• AP Psychology

• AP Art History

• AP World History: Modern

• AP African American Studies  

• Foundations of Human Behavior

• Law & the Citizen



Course 
Options for 
Sophomores

English 



Required Course

Visual Literacy Public Speaking
*Dual Enrollment

Creative Writing

1 2 3

• English 10 or

• English 10 Honors or

• AP Seminar/English 10

Journalism

Bear Facts
*fulfills the 21st century life and 
careers graduation requirement

4
Elective Choices





Music Ensemble Course Offerings

Band

● Symphonic Band
● Symphonic Winds
● Honors Wind 

Ensemble

Chorus

● Chorale
● Concert Choir
● Honors Vocal 

Ensemble

Orchestra

● Philharmonia Strings
● Concert Orchestra
● Honors Symphony 

Orchestra

Placement is by audition in the previous spring. 
Honors ensembles receive weighted honors credit.



Music Classroom Course Offerings
● AP Music Theory

○ A rigorous course in the fundamentals of harmony and ear training
○ Great course for experienced musicians and essential for students 

contemplating future music study in college.
○ Open to grades 10-12 

● Music Technology I and II
○ Hands on experience in music production and recording in state-of-the-art Music Technology 

Lab.
○ Fulfills district’s career course OR fine/performing arts requirement
○ Music Technology II uses professional-level Logic Pro software
○ No formal music experience necessary
○ Open to grades 9-12



Music Classroom Course Offerings
● Beginning Piano

○ A full year course providing beginning instruction in piano technique and music literacy
○ Great course for students with no prior music experience.
○ Open to grades 9-12 

● Beginning Guitar
○ A full year course providing beginning instruction in guitar technique and music literacy
○ Great course for students with no prior music experience.
○ Open to grades 9-12

These courses are designed for students with no prior music experience.
Courses fulfill fine/performing arts graduation requirement.



Visual & 

Performing Arts



Foundational & Fine Arts
❖ these courses are the basic 

fundamental entry level offerings in 

the Art Department

➢ Artscope

➢ Drawing

➢ Painting

➢ Intermediate 2D Art Studio

➢ 3D Design in Sculpture

❖ *these courses fulfill state requirement for 1 

credit in visual or performing art required 

for graduation

-Artscope  will introduce you to the foundations of 
art & design and help you think about exploring our 
other art offerings 

-Drawing  will help you master the 7 elements of art 

-Painting  continues your studies from Drawing

-Intermediate 2D Studio Art  focuses on 
contemporary awareness of Painting and Drawing; prep 
for more rigorous sequence of AP 2D and 3D Art 
classes

-3D Designs in Sculpture  allows students to 
experience 3D design  with an emphasis on 
development of skills through various mediums & 
handling new materials and equipment



Applied Arts: Commercial, Media, & 

Craft Arts    

❖ Applied arts includes courses 

where art is applied to both 

vocational and personal 

interests 

■ Ceramics

■ Digital Photography

● Photoshop, InDesign

■ Fashion Design & 

Advertising

■ *these courses fulfill state 

requirement for 1 credit in 

visual or performing art 

required for graduation



Applied Arts: Commercial, Media, & Craft Arts    

➢ TV Studio Production I & II

○ TV studio/computer lab

➢ Creative Video/Film Analysis 3H

○ Film as technical craft, creating 

final short video

➢ TV/Film Independent Study 4H

○ Develop portfolio through 

research & final film

➢ *these courses fulfill state requirement for 

1 credit in visual or performing art or 

career education credit required for 

graduation



Acting & Theater

Acting/theater 1 - introduction

Acting/theater 2

● Performance (advanced acting 

skills and techniques)

● Technical (technical/production 

aspects of theater performance)

Acting/theater 3 - emphasis on 

rehearsal/performance techniques, 

character development, monologue, 

scene work

➢ *these courses fulfill state requirement for 1 

credit in visual or performing art required for 

graduation



Independent study in art

➢ Art lab

○ Permission required through portfolio review; Stresses 

individual initiative and forming productive and independent 

work habits

➢ AP Drawing

➢ AP 2D Art & Design

○ Helpful to have digital camera

➢ Ap 3D art & design

Both of these classes 
require portfolios with a 
minimum of 20 
artworks!

Designed for seniors 
interested in creating a 
portfolio and pursuing a 
career in the visual arts.➢ *these courses fulfill state requirement for 1 credit in 

visual or performing art required for graduation



Business And Marketing Education
● Business Dynamics (introductory)
● Business Law and Ethics (10-12) [FDU Dual Credit]
● Financial Accounting [FDU Dual Credit]
● International Business (10-12)
● Marketing Essentials
● Sports, Fashion, Entertainment Marketing
● Business Communications
● DECA Entrepreneurship

○ The above courses fulfill the state requirement for 1 unit in career education required for 
graduation

● Finance and Money Management (9-12)
○ This course fulfills the state requirement for 1 unit in financial literacy required for 

graduation



Business Management & Administration CTE 
Program

For students interested in leading and organizing a business, this three course 
sequence is recommended to be taken:

➢ Business Dynamics
➢ Business Communications
➢ Business Law and Ethics

Completers of the program will take the end of course assessment in Fundamental Business Concepts 
prior to finishing the program. 

The opportunity to earn three college credits through successful completion of the Business Law and 
Ethics course is available through the school’s partnership with Fairleigh Dickinson University.



Technology
Education

*All of the following Technology elective courses fulfill the 1 credit graduation 
requirement for 21st Century Life & Career Education.



Technology Education

● Wood Technology I, II, III
○ Basic woodworking; planning/drawing furniture; apprenticeship/wood tech trade

● Computer Graphics I, II, III
○ Adobe Creative Suite; Progressively explores skills in print, graphic and technical design

● Architecture to Robotics I, II, III Honors
○ Emphasis on technology and design; architectural structures, components for mechanical 

products, planning, building and drawing, etc.

● A+ Essentials & A+ Technician
○ Linked courses taken in sequence; Designed to provide students with a working 

knowledge of building, diagnosing and troubleshooting PCs



Technology Education

● AP Computer Science Principles
○ Fundamentals of computation, creative aspects of programing

● AP Computer Science A (Math department)
○ Development of computer programs to solve given problems using Java

● AP Cybersecurity I: Networking Fundamentals
■ Professional cybersecurity certs: CompTIA Network+, CCNA, CCST Networking
■ AP Cybersecurity II: Security will be offered the following year

● Green Engineering (10-12)
○ Sustainable green design strategies & approaches; Separate from Green Tech course 

pathway



Green Technology Program

*Shared-time program with Bergen County Vocational Technical Schools that 
takes an interdisciplinary approach to incorporating green tech, current 
environmental issues and sustainable design into hands-on classroom project 
work. 

Year Two or entering sophomore: 609 CTE Solar and Environmental Resource 
Management

Year Three: 611 Fundamentals of Wind and Water

Year Four: 612 Senior Green Technology Design Capstone





Benefits of Learning 
A Second Language 

4+ years of studying a world 
language = higher SAT verbal score

Brain boost 
- improved 
cognitive 
function

Open up a world of 
job opportunities

Deepen 
cultural 

understanding 
and widen 

perspective Boost 
empathy and 
cross-cultural 
understanding

Enhance 
listening 
skills and 
memory

Improve 
learning in 
one’s own 
language

Bridge 
social 
connections 
that 
otherwise 
may not 
exist Get a head 

start on 
college 

requirements
Earn the NJ Seal  

of Biliteracy
Graduation 

Requirement - 
2 years of a 

world 
language

“You can never understand one language until you understand at least two.”



Spanish 1 thru AP Literature

Regular, Honors, and Native 
courses

French 2 thru AP French Language

English As A Second 
Language (ESL) Classes 

*for students who qualify 




