AP WORLD HISTORY MODERN - grade 9
Information for Families and Potential Students

1. AP World History Modern is the rigorous course option for 9th graders in the Social Studies in District 196. The course meets the
state graduation requirement for a year of World History.

2. “AP”is an abbreviation for Advanced Placement. The College Board began designing AP courses in the 1950s for students who
wanted a more rigorous curriculum that would be the equivalent of an introductory level college/university course.

a. Students take the course and then take an AP Exam in May. The exam contains multiple-choice questions, short-answer
questions (paragraph response), a document-based question (multi-paragraph response), and a long-essay question (multi-
paragraph response).

b. Student exams are scored by College Board and receive an overall score of 1-5. A score of 3 and above is considered
passing, which means the student can use that course for credit toward a college/university course.!

c. There is significant evidence that students who take AP courses in high school perform better (have higher GPAs) in
college/university and graduate sooner than students who did not take an AP course or took PSEO (Concurrent Enrollment)
courses.2345

d. AP courses are peer-reviewed, and AP exams are peer-scored, by high school teachers and college professors.

e. AP teachers are required to complete a course audit annually and attend AP workshops in their content area to be qualified
to teach the course.

f.  Students register in October for the AP World History Modern exam. The exam is administered at school in early May, with
the time and date being determined by College Board. AP Exam scores are available to students in early July.®

3. The AP World History course content is ¢.1200 to the present-day. The course and exam are highly focused on historical thinking
and reasoning skills. This means students can expect to be assigned ~4 to 6 pages of reading regularly throughout the course.
Often the reading is assigned as homework, but teachers do try to provide some in-class time when possible.

4. The AP World History course is a macro-examination of history; for example, students will learn about the impacts of the Industrial
Revolution regionally, politically, economically, and socially. To demonstrate that learning, students will be tasked to explain
cause/effect relationships, compare similarities/differences, and explain how things changed and/or stayed the same.

5. Most students who take AP World History Modern nation-wide, and at International schools, are 9t and 10th graders.”

6. Students will read a College Board approved textbook — the Lexile (reading) level of our textbook is a high 9th grade to low 11th
grade level.

7. To be successful in this course, students need to attend class, manage their time well, be disciplined readers, turn assigned work in
on-time, and learn to examine historical narratives through multiple lenses by being engaged in class. The pace of the course is
constant because we are learning 800+ years of history from September to late April. Students will have assigned work after the
exam in May that is part of their final term grade.
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