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The meeting was called to order by Board President Katie Fabiano at 6:15 p.m. 

 

ATTENDANCE  

Ms. Katie Fabiano, Board President 

Ms. Carmen Alvarez, Board Vice President 

Ms. Gazala Bohra 

Ms. Gail DiPane 

Mr. Peter Piro   

Ms. Kate Rattner 

Ms. Usha Sharma 

Mr. Peter Tufano  

 

JAMESBURG BOARD MEMBER REPRESENTATIVE PRESENT  

Dr. Amanda Peck 

 

STAFF PRESENT 

Dr. Adam Layman, Assistant Superintendent of Schools  

Ms. Laura Allen, CPA, Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 

ATTORNEY PRESENT 

Mr. Adam Weiss, Busch Law Group  

 

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC – approximately 143 

 

After the Pledge of Allegiance, and the roll call, the Board Secretary read the following 

statement: 

 

In accordance with the provisions of the New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law, the Monroe 

Township Board of Education has caused notice of this meeting to be published, and electronic 

notice provided by having the date, time, and place thereof posted December 13, 2024: 

 

1. At all schools, 

2. On the District website at https://www.monroe.k12.nj.us/, 

3. Home News Tribune, 

4. Cranbury Press, and 

5. Filed with the Clerk of the Municipality. 

 

 

CLOSED SESSION RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS the Sen. Byron M. Baer Open Public Meetings Act, N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 et seq., (the 

“Act”) provides that the Monroe Township Board of Education may hold an “Executive Session” 

from which the public is excluded to discuss matters that are confidential or are one of the nine 

(9) subject matters listed Section 12 (b) of the Act; and 

 

WHEREAS, that the Board hereby declares that its discussion of the following subject(s) will be 

made public at a time when the public’s interest in disclosure is greater than any privacy or 

governmental interest being protected from disclosure. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Monroe Township Board of Education that the 

Board shall go into Executive Session to discuss the following items. Additional items may be 

determined and announced as needed. 

 

  Matters rendered confidential by state or federal law. 

  Matters in which the release of information would impair a right to receive funds from 

the United States Government.  

 Matters which would constitute an unwarranted invasion of privacy. 

  

   

Matters involving collective negotiations and/or the negotiations of terms and 

conditions. 

  Matters involving the purchase, lease or acquisitions of real property or investment of 

public funds. 

  Matters concerning the protection of the safety or property of the public.  

  X Pending or anticipated litigation and matters covered by the attorney-client privilege. 

    Ongoing Litigation Discussion 

   Matters involving employees and terms of their employment and contract. 

 Possible imposition of a civil penalty or suspension.  

  X HIB investigation involving students. 

  X Other - Attorney advice on proposed confidential Agreement 

Personnel Matter 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that said discussion may be disclosed to the public when reasons 

for discussing and acting upon it in closed session no longer exist. Action may be taken on any 

of the items stated above. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. Bohra that the members of the Board of 

Education go into closed session. Motion carried.  

 

Adjourned to Closed Session at 6:18 p.m. 

Returned to Public Meeting at 7:15 p.m. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. DiPane to approve the following 

resolution by consent roll call: 

 

It is recommended that the members of the Monroe Township Board of Education approve the 

previously provided proposal with PolicyFind to provide confidential and attorney-client 

privileged insurance archaeology services not to exceed $4,900.  

Roll Call 9-0-0-0-1. Motion carried.  

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. Bohra to approve the minutes for the 

Public Board of Education Meeting held on November 20, 2024. Motion carried. 
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A motion was made by Ms. Bohra and seconded by Ms. DiPane to approve the minutes for the 

Closed Session Meeting held on November 20, 2024. Motion carried with Ms. Rattner abstaining 

on the portion pertaining to the discussion on Superintendent’s Goals.  

  

STUDENT BOARD MEMBERS’ REPORT  

Ms. Chadha and Ms. Patel reported the following on district schools: 

Mill Lake Elementary School 

The PTO Holiday Shop was held from December 2nd to 4th. The 3rd Grade Student Council has 

organized an intergenerational service project, spreading kindness and cheer by creating New 

Year cards for senior citizens in the township. The cards were distributed to residents of a multi-

level care community. Additionally, they launched Mill Lake’s first-ever Cereal Box Challenge. 

Collections of cereal boxes will continue through January 31st. On February 14th, students and 

staff will be setting up a Dominio Challenge throughout Mill Lake School. 

Woodland Elementary School 

In celebration of Thanksgiving and the Macy’s Day Parade, many teachers and students engaged 

in fun and challenging STEM projects. Some classes designed, created, and marched in their 

very own parade. The Student Council sponsored fun and exciting Holiday Spirit Days during 

the month of December.  

The Woodland/Mill Lake PTO sponsored a Holiday Shop for our school where students had an 

opportunity to shop for their families and friends. In conjunction with the shopping, Mrs. 

Newcomb and the 5th Grade Character Crew coordinated gift wrapping. 

Students and staff participated in Woodland School’s annual “Deck the Halls” door decorating 

contest. This year, classroom doors incorporated the school theme "We Grow Together". A panel 

of judges voted on their favorite doors. The winner from each grade level will earn a prize of a 

movie and popcorn. 

Woodland School’s 2024 Governor’s Educators of the Year: 

Mrs. Erika Emmons, Teacher of the Year 

Mrs. Karen Kuey, Educational Professional of the Year 

Mr. Matthew Verdun, Educational Support Staff of the Year 

Barclay Brook Elementary School 

Barclay Brook School recognized a student from each classroom who consistently embodied our 

school’s GREAT traits, which are growth mindset, respect, empathy, acceptance, and trust. An 

assembly where the GREAT winners from each grade level were announced and honored was 

then held. 

Barclay Brook’s 2024 Governor’s Educator of the Year: 

Teacher of the Year - Mrs. Yates 

Educational Services Professional - Mrs. Barry, BCBA 

Educational Support Staff - Mrs. Zeni, Special Education Paraprofessional 

Barclay Brook School hosted a Holiday STEAMaker Night on December 5th and welcomed over 

120 families to participate in holiday-themed coding and maker activities.  

Brookside Elementary School 

Family Math Night was held on December 5th and had an excellent turnout with over one 
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hundred families attending to complete a variety of math challenges. The Winter Concert was 

held on December 10th. The Band and Chorus will be performing for the entire student body on 

Friday, December 20th during the school day.  

Oak Tree Elementary School 

December has been a month filled with holiday cheer at Oak Tree. Some highlights include: 

The annual 10 Days of Oak Tree; PTA sponsored Holiday Shop; Polar Express Trip; Holiday 

Gift Drive; and the annual Door Decorating Contest.  

Applegarth Elementary School  

Classroom spelling bees are wrapping up in preparation for the school wide bee, which will be 

held on January 17th. The PTA sponsored Holiday Shop was held on December 9th and 10th, and 

the annual Gift Drive will end soon. The Band and Chorus held a Winter Concert on December 

11th. The Principal’s Book Club will be held tomorrow.  

Applegarth’s School’s 2024 Governor’s Educators of the Year: 

Teacher of the Year - Samantha Farkas 

Educational Services Professional of the Year - Alison Kershis  

Educational Support Professional of the Year - Nancy Agnew  

Monroe Township Middle School 

The First Lady of New Jersey, Mrs. Tammy Murphy, as well as the New Jersey Commissioner 

of Education, Mr. Kevin Dehmer, visited the Middle School on December 12th. They joined 

students and staff in evaluating the school’s History Happened Here (HHH) program which, is 

currently being piloted by forty-two students under the direction of Mrs. Christy Viszoki, 

Teacher of Social Studies.  

Ms. Nina Schmetterer, Chorus Director, has been named the 2024/2025 NJMEA Master Music 

Teacher for New Jersey. 

The 7th Grade Winter Dance will be held on February 21st. 

The following concerts will be held soon: 

January 13th Jazz and Percussion Concert 

January 16th 7th & 8th Grade Band Concert 

Monroe Township High School 

The Unified Winterfest was held on December 10th. The MTHS Choir held their Winter Chorus 

Concert on December 12th. On December 17th, the MTHS Winter Wonderland was hosted by 

MTHS’s Red Cross Club and included other various MTHS clubs transforming the school into a 

magical experience. Lastly, this week is Winter Spirit Week at the High School, and everyone is 

looking forward to Pajama Day on Friday.  

   

PRESENTATIONS 

STUDENT & STAFF RECOGNITION 

Mr. Barandica, Dr. Layman, Ms. Fabiano, and Ms. Alvarez congratulated and acknowledged the 

following students and staff on their achievements for this past fall season. Those that were in 

attendance were presented with a certificate of acknowledgement. 
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Boys & Girls Cross Country  

GMC All Conference 

Stephan Barbera James Giordano Ananya Raja    

GMC All Division 

Maya Davis 

 

Boys Soccer 

GMC All Conference and All Division 

Aidan Ayar  Christopher Duran 

GMC All Division 

Christian Tay  Nate Offenberg 

 

Girls Soccer  GMC Conference Champions  and  NJSIAA Group IV Sectional Champions  

GMC All Conference and All Division 

Jayme Beninda Sofia Gartner  Misan Uduaghan 

GMC All Division 

Meredith Artz  Angelina Rocha  

 

Girls Volleyball 

GMC All Conference and All Division 

Natalie Grant 

GMC All Division 

 

Girls Gymnastics 

GMC All Conference; At Large 

Keisha Ghandi 

 

Girls Field Hockey GMC Sportsmanship Award 

GMC All Conference and All Division 

Daniella Rubino 

GMC All Conference 

Victoria De Sousa E Melo  

 

Football 

National Gold Division; 1st Team 

Logan Fotiadis Brandon Macaluso Logan Richter 

 

National Gold Division; 2nd Team 

Anthony Salesi Kimoni Yearwood 

 

Cheerleading  GMC Red Division Performance Champions  

Meredith Armstrong  Karlyie Bajkowski  Mackenzie Casey 

Ava Citron   Julianna Dowd   Ava Fahy 

Colbie Fernandez  Victoria Fiordaliso  Isabella Grippa 

Brynlee Hoyt   Gia Jarka   Lilah Kiecka 

Jena Lugo   Angelina Mayo  Daniella Mayo 

Alyssa Puglia    
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PRESENTATION OF MEF GRANTS  

Mr. Steven Riback, President of the Monroe Township Education Foundation presented grants to 

the following district staff: 

 

Brookside Elementary School 

Nanci Dempsey, Kim Bertini, Lisa Zimmer -  SEL Character Education Books $1,737.84  

 

Mill Lake Elementary School 

Nicole Mascola, Kristine Casella, Jennifer Toth - Sensory $2,000 

 

Applegarth Elementary School 

Radhika Patel  - Colonial Era – Monmouth History Society $1,225    

 

Monroe Township High School  

Linda Chui  - Immersive Travel Virtual Reality Experience  $1,769.81 

 

Monroe Township Middle and High School  

Dave Rattner – Jazz Master Class Featuring Jerry Weldon   $2,000 

 

Barclay Brook Elementary School  

Christine Doucette – The Pencil, The Paper & The First Grader  $2,000 

 

Barclay Brook Elementary School  

Sara Crane, Diane Arends  - Barclay Brook Land Sensory Path  $1,904  

 

Monroe Township High School  

Vanitha Gaurishanker – Engineering Design & Development/PLTW  $2,000 

 

 

DICUSSION OF BOARD GOALS  

Ms. Fabiano stated that last month the Board had discussions regarding the Board Goals for the 

2024/25 school year. Since then, edits have been made and those revisions were shared with the 

Board prior to the meeting this evening. Ms. Fabiano inquired if any board member had any 

further comments or concerns regarding the proposed Board Goals. After deliberation on the 

verbiage in Goal #4, a motion was made by Ms. Rattner and seconded by Ms. Alvarez to accept 

and approve the following Board Goals for the 2024/25 school year: 

   

Goal 1: To be fiscally responsible to our taxpayers while maintaining an excellent quality of 

education. To accomplish this goal, we will continue our focus on alternate revenue driving 

initiatives. (i.e., ESIP program) 

Goal 2: To support district-wide use of AI to enhance personalized learning with educational 

experiences tailored to individual student needs. To accomplish this goal, we will create and 

review the AI policy and support professional development opportunities for staff. 

Goal 3: To continue to expand our advocacy at the state and community level for additional 

funding and legislative changes that benefit our school district. To accomplish this goal, the 
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Board will work with community members through the Citizen’s Advisory Committee to 

increase awareness of the current financial status and needs of the district. 

Goal 4: To enhance communication throughout our community by identifying areas where we 

can improve communication. To accomplish this goal, we will identify areas where we can 

improve communication, create a network throughout our community, including students, and 

hold events to gather input from community members. 

Roll call 9-0-0-0-1. Motion carried.  

  

COMMITTEE REPORTS    

Ms. Gazala Bohra, Chairperson of the Finance Committee, reported that the Committee met on 

December 10th. The attorney invoices for the months of September and October for both Busch 

Law Group and Porzio, Bromberg, and Newman were reviewed as well as the Bill List totaling 

$5,317,000.  

 

Next, the Committee discussed the costs for the Township Police. The Committee had asked Dr. 

Chanley and Ms. Allen to present a report that detailed the funds that MTBOE had paid to the 

Township for the police services they had provided for district events. The report showed that the 

district paid $26,288 in the 2022/23 school year and $36,258 for the 2023/24 school year. Ms. 

Bohra further reported that in the last three months the fees paid totaled $8,118. The report 

included comparisons with other school districts in our vicinity for the hourly rates being 

charged. The Committee learned that the hourly rates have consistently gone up every year for 

Monroe Police. Starting with $116 in 2022, $128 in 2023 and currently $124 for 2024. In 

comparison with other districts, North Brunswick pays $55/hr. and $62/hr. with a car, Edison 

pays $58.99/hr., and East Brunswick pays $110/hr. The difference between these hourly rates 

was a concern but Administration stated that this is a discussion to have with the Township. Dr. 

Chanley and Ms. Fabiano have been trying to set up a meeting with the mayor and will include 

this in their conversation when that happens. Ms. Bohra noted that one thing that can be 

controlled by the Administration is to refine the process and guidelines to determine the need for 

police presence. Dr. Chanley assured the Committee that she has been in conversation with the 

Director of Security and the Director of Athletics to ensure we ask for police presence when 

appropriate and ensure that we only ask for as many officers as absolutely necessary. It is 

imperative that the public understand that the goal of this Board is to optimize our funds on this 

line item but never at the cost of compromising the safety of our students and staff, that is and 

will always be paramount. Ms. Bohra added that police presence is always in addition to our 

armed security staff which are present for all district events. Dr. Chanley concluded the meeting 

by sharing that budget defense rounds with all building and department heads have been 

concluded and that Administration is not just looking at dollars, but also at pennies as they work 

through the school budget for the year 2025/26. Dr. Chanley specifically shared that she was 

working closely with Ms. Marter, Director of Transportation, to review the current budget, the 

schedule, and route maps to find opportunities for optimization. She assured that through all their 

defense rounds they ensure that our students are never at a loss and our programs continue to be 

over adequate. 

 

Ms. Gazala Bohra, Chairperson of the Curriculum, Co-curricular, Athletics and Pupil Personnel 

Committee, reported that the Committee met on December 10th. Ms. Drust shared the details of 
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the Forensics Course, which is an elective available to high school students. Next, Mr. Morolda 

and Mr. Snyder presented six proposed courses. Five of which will be available for the 2025/26 

school year, and one will be available in 2026/27 school year. The Computer Science Essentials 

course will offer an excellent entry point into the Computer Science curriculum in the High 

School. The students would start with visual block-based programming and transition to text 

based languages like Python. If they desire to take their computer education further this 

class would provide a strong foundation for Computer Science Principles and Computer Science 

A, which are higher rigor programming classes. Cybersecurity will be offered from grades 10 

through 12, a perquisite would be Computer Science Essentials, regular or AP and/or AP Comp 

Sci A. This course will introduce tools and concepts of cybersecurity and help them 

create solutions that allow people to share computing resources while protecting 

privacy. Students will use virtual labs to discover key concepts and raise their knowledge 

and commitment to ethical computing behavior. Next, Mr. Morolda shared the idea for a course 

called MTHS Morning Show, which would be offered for all high school grades. This is in 

addition to the Video Media Products 1, 2 and 3 that are currently offered. These courses will go 

through rewrites in the summer of 2025. This course will help students immerse themselves in 

the dynamic world of broadcast/multimedia production by contributing to a periodic 

morning announcements show intended for the school community. Next, Mr. Snyder presented 

two courses in Fine and Performing Arts that will be part of the Program of Studies for 2025. 

The first course, Digital Photography III will allow for progression in this discipline for students 

in 11th and 12th Grade that have taken Digital Photography II and are looking to learn more and 

have the teacher recommendation to take this course. The next course he presented was Honors 

Piano III, which, through committee deliberation, and on Dr. Higgins’ suggestion, would be 

called Honors Piano. The prerequisite for this course would be Piano II or an audition / teacher 

recommendation. This course will focus on more advanced concepts of music theory and how 

they apply to keyboarding. The last proposed course for addition to the Program of Studies for 

the 2026/27 school year was Strength and Conditioning III. Due to Sophomores being allowed to 

take this class starting this year, they will need a third year of this if they continue to do this 

through Senior year. Next, Dr. Critelli and Dr. Cernansky provided a presentation on the 

AVID program. Ms. Bohra encouraged community members to watch the video recording to 

learn more about the program. Today AVID is a district wide effort with MTHS, MTMS and one 

of the three upper elementary schools. The Administration shared their goal of including the 

other upper elementary schools soon and also putting processes in place that would allow every 

district student to benefit from the AVID methodologies. 

Ms. Gail DiPane, Chairperson of the Citizens Advisory Committee, reported that the Committee 

met on December 10th. Mr. Morolda provided a district overview and explained how 

communications flow in the district including some pitfalls, such as gaps in messaging. The 

Jamesburg Representative on the Committee expressed concerns with the transition of 

Jamesburg students entering High School. The meeting ended at 7:30 p.m. The Committee then 

broke off into small groups and reviewed the letter that the LA/CE Committee would like to send 

to our legislators. Dr. Layman added that next month the Committee will review the feedback 

provided. Ms. Rattner stated that they are considering different templates of the letter to 

represent/reflect different sender perspectives.  

 

Ms. Carmen Alvarez, Chairperson of the Policy Committee, reported that the Committee met on 

December 10th and reviewed Regulation #5440/ Honoring Pupil Achievement. Specifically, as it 
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relates to credentials for Principal’s List at the High School. The Committee found 

inconsistencies with the language and current practices at the High School. The Committee will 

revisit the Regulation at the January meeting. Next, the Committee discussed Policy 

#2365/Acceptable Use of Generative Artificial Intelligence. Administration recommended  

creating a policy to be used as a framework to address AI and its appropriate use in the 

classroom. This discussion will also continue at the January meeting. Regarding Regulation 

#5440, Ms. Bohra expressed concern about the discrepancies with the Policy and the standards 

that the High School Administration have been utilizing.  

 

Ms. Carmen Alvarez, Chairperson of the Personnel Committee, reported that the Committee met 

on December 10th. Ms. Alvarez reported that Administration continues to work diligently to fill 

vacancies. Adding that there are seven new certificated teachers listed on the agenda for approval 

this evening.  

 

Videotaped committee meetings can be found on the district website or at the following link: 

Monroe PEG TV (viebit.com) 

 

PUBLIC FORUM  

Doug Poye, Monroe Township – stressed the importance of enhancing communication to the 

adult communities. Next, Mr. Poye inquired if the Board has a policy that deals with the student 

use of AI on school issued technology, and if not, he encouraged them to look into establishing 

one.   

George Gunkelman, Monroe Township – reported that over twelve million dollars in grants for 

pre-school were awarded to Middlesex County schools and inquired if Monroe missed applying 

for them or did not receive any funds.  

Chrissy Skurbe, Monroe Township – spoke about Policy #5440/ Honoring Pupil Achievement 

and how high school administrators are not following what is stated in the Policy. Ms. Skurbe 

also stated that there is a culture at the High School that is not pro-student.  

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENT REPORT 

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

PERSONNEL (10-member vote) 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. DiPane that Personnel Items A-W 

under the 10 member vote be approved by consent roll call. Roll call 9-0-0-0-1. Motion carried. 

A copy of the Personnel section of the Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of 

minutes.  

PERSONNEL (9-member vote) 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. Rattner that Personnel Items X-AT 

under the 9 member vote be approved by consent roll call. Roll call 8-0-0-0-1. Motion carried. A 

copy of the Personnel section of the Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of 

minutes. 

 

 

https://monroetv.viebit.com/index.php?folder=Board+of+Education
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PERSONNEL (9-member vote) 

A motion was made by Ms. Alvarez and seconded by Ms. Bohra that Personnel Item AU as 

recommended by the Assistant Superintendent under the 9 member vote be approved by consent 

roll call. Roll call 7-0-0-1-1. Motion carried with Ms. Rattner abstaining. A copy of the 

Personnel section of the Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes. 

 

BOARD ACTION (10-member vote) 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. DiPane that Board Action Items A-K 

under the 10 member vote be approved by consent roll call. Roll cal1 9-0-0-0-1. Motion carried 

with Ms. Rattner recusing on Item A where it pertains to Dr. Chanley. A copy of the Board 

Action section of the Superintendent’s Report is attached to the official set of minutes.  

 

BOARD ACTION (9-member vote) 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. DiPane that Board Action Items L-Q 

under the 9 member vote be approved by consent roll call. Roll call 8-0-0-0-1. Motion carried 

with Ms. Rattner recusing on Item R. A copy of the Board Action section of the Superintendent’s 

Report is attached to the official set of minutes.  

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/RECOMMENDATIONS (10-member vote) 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. Bohra that Board Action Items A-E 

under the 10 member vote be approved by consent roll call. Roll Call 9-0-0-0-1. Motion carried 

with Ms. Rattner recusing on Item E and Item A check #s 03616, 03799, 03609, 04327, 04326, 

04307, 04042, and 04313 Ms. Bohra recusing on Item A check# 03778 and Ms. Fabiano 

recusing on check #04042. A copy of the Board Action section of the Business Administrator’s 

Report is attached to the official set of minutes. 

 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT/RECOMMENDATIONS (9-member vote) 

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. Bohra that Board Action Items F-H 

under the 9 member vote be approved by consent roll call. Roll call 8-0-0-0-1. A copy of the 

Board Action section of the Business Administrator’s Report is attached to the official set of 

minutes. 

 

BOARD PRESIDENT REPORT  

Ms. Fabiano congratulated the students and staff who were acknowledged earlier this evening. 

Ms. Fabiano reported that she, along with Ms. Alvarez, attended the Middle School History 

Happened Here (HHH) program with First Lady Tammy Murphy on December 12th. Ms. 

Fabiano commended Ms. Viszoki and the students on this amazing event. Ms. Fabiano extended 

gratitude to the Monroe Education Foundation adding that it is exciting to see this program 

revitalized. Lastly, Ms. Fabiano wished everyone a happy & healthy holiday season.  

   

OTHER BOARD OF EDUCATION BUSINESS  

Mr. Tufano inquired if the subject of funding was discussed when the First Lady and 

Commissioner of Education attended the HHH event at the Middle School. Mr. Tufano stated 

that a member of the public pointed out earlier that senior citizens contribute greatly to the 

schools through their taxes and at this point in their lives they shouldn’t have to bear that huge 

expense.  
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Ms. Rattner reported that there was a Legislative Committee meeting this past Saturday where 

she learned that another Bill, S3917/ School Funding Reform Act, was introduced last week and 

they are accepting hearings specifically regarding the school funding formula. Ms. Rattner 

reported that some of the dates that hearings will take place are January 8th; January 14th; and 

January 16th. Ms. Fabiano stated that she will add the registration link to her weekly update 

should any board member want to sign up to attend a hearing. Ms. Bohra suggested moving the 

committee meetings scheduled for January 8th so board members can attend the hearing. Ms. 

DiPane reported that the members of the Citizen’s Advisory Committee showed interest in 

attending as well.  

 

Next, Ms. Rattner reported that she attended the NJSBA Middlesex County meeting where 

school budget development was discussed. Ms. DiPane reported that she attended the NJSBA 

Delegate Assembly meeting where she received a handout, Bills on the Move, and one was on 

school funding, A4048. Ms. DiPane added that another Bill that may be of interest to the Board 

is A2784, which pertains to submitting separate proposals for November elections. Ms. DiPane 

reported that the Freedom to Read Act (A3446) (S2471) was supported with an amendment 

which will go into effect December 2025. Ms. DiPane reported that Bill #3713 was passed 

through the Assembly allowing stipends to be pensionable. Lastly, Ms. DiPane reported that the 

Monroe Education Foundation (MEF) is active again and will be holding a tricky tray and 

informed residents who may see events sponsored by the MEF that any funds raised go to the 

students and teachers of Monroe. 

 

Ms. Bohra reported that prior to Covid 19 the district Chorus groups would go out to the 

communities and perform holiday concerts, and she is glad to see that those events are now 

resuming. Ms. Bohra commended student board representative Sehaj Chadha on making the New 

Jersey Youth Senate Alternate. Lastly, Ms. Bohra reported that a few district students have been 

selected for New Jersey Music Educators Association All-Eastern for Percussion and Chorus.     

  

PUBLIC FORUM  

Michele Arminio, Monroe Township – informed the Board that she attended the Township 

Council meeting where they discussed the fourth round of affordable housing that may 

potentially create 751 affordable units for Monroe. Ms. Arminio explained that it can be four 

market rate houses to one affordable housing. Ms. Arminio noted that the Township is only 30% 

delivered on the third round of housing. Lastly, Ms. Arminio encouraged the Board to mention 

affordable housing and lack of impact fees when they attend hearings on school funding.   

 

Chrissy Skurbe, Monroe Township – regarding the comments made by the prior speaker, Ms. 

Skurbe informed the Board that until a builder pulls a permit the Demographer’s Report will not 

include predicted students from a development. Regarding Ms. Rattner’s report on pending Bills, 

Ms. Skurbe cautioned the Board about testifying at hearings without having conversations and 

formalizing what the Board’s stance is on a Bill. Next, Ms. Skurbe suggested that the Board look 

at the High School Program of Studies as compared to the policies they create, revise and 

approve as she believes the High School is not following Board policy.     

 

Doug Poye, Monroe Township – inquired about the details of the Settlement Agreement with the 

MTEA that the Board approved this evening. Mr. Poye thanked and commended the Board for 

all the time they put into their roles as board members for the benefit of the district.  
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NEXT PUBLIC MEETING                     

Ms. Fabiano stated that the next public meeting of the Monroe Township Board of Education 

will convene at 6:15 p.m. on January 15, 2025.  

 

ADJOURNMENT  

A motion was made by Mr. Tufano and seconded by Ms. DiPane that the meeting be adjourned. 

Motion carried. The public meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

 

 

      Respectfully submitted, 

                                                              
     Laura Allen, CPA 

                                                            Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

                                                               

 

The video recording of this meeting of the Monroe Township Board of Education can be found 

on the district website or at the following link:   

https://www.monroe.k12.nj.us/board-of-education-2/boe-meeting-information/videotaped-boe-

meetings 
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