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Clayton County Board of Education 
Board Work Session/Meeting 

January 13, 2025 
6:00 PM 

 

1058 Fifth Avenue 
Jonesboro, GA 30236 

 

“Building a Better Tomorrow, Today” 
 

Vision Statement 
The vision of Clayton County Public Schools is to prepare ALL graduates to have the skills to pursue and accomplish college, post-secondary 

training, and/or career opportunities in order to live and compete successfully in a global society. 
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of Clayton County Public Schools is to empower scholars to achieve academic, professional, and personal goals by providing 

equitable access and experiences that build skills in literacy, creativity, critical thinking, and collaboration. 

Summary 

Executive Session (5:00 PM - 6:00 PM / Closed to Public)  

I. Call to Order 
Dr. Goree called the meeting to order at 6:04 pm. 
Dr. Goree asked for a moment of silence for: 

• Ms. Barbara Price, an Employee at M.D. Roberts, who passed 
• Mr. Hill, an Employee at Church Street ES who passed 
• Mr. Mark Christmas, a Board Member’s father-in-law passed 

Happy Birthday to the following: 
• Ms. Mary Baker 
• Dr. Douglas Hendrix 
• Mr. Clem Boyle 

  
II. Executive Session 

Motion Made: For the Board to enter into Executive Session to discuss Land, Personnel, and Legal Matters. 
Motion:  Mr. Straker 
Second: Ms. Hill 
Vote: Unanimous  
  

III. Pledge of Allegiance 
Dr. Goree led the Pledge of Allegiance.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, CCPS Student Judah Whaley did an 
Inspirational Moment. 
  
 

IV. Election of Board Officer 
A. Board Chair 

Two Board members were nominated for Board Chair: Mr. Benjamin Straker and Ms. Sabrina Hill.  The vote was 
unanimous for Mr. Benjamin Straker as Board Chair.  
 

B. Board Vice-Chair 
Two Board members were nominated for Board Vice Chair:  Ms. Mary Baker and Ms. Sabrina Hill.  The vote was 
unanimous for Ms. Mary Baker as Board Vice Chair. 
    

V. Board Recognitions 
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The Superintendent and Board stepped down for Board recognitions. 
   

VI. Ethics Statement 
Mr. Benjamin Straker, Board Chair, read the Ethics Statement. 
   

VII. Adoption of the Agenda 
A motion was made to add to the Business Agenda, Clayton County Land Bank Authority. 
Motion: Mr. Straker 
Second: Ms. Baker 
Vote: Unanimous 
 
A motion was made to add to the Business Agenda the naming of the Blackbox Theatre at Kay Pace and M. D. Roberts 
Motion: Dr. Goree 
Second: Mr. Straker 
Vote: Unanimous  
  

VIII. Public Participation 
Ms. Cheyene Jackson, Abuse in the Workplace  
  

IX. Executive Session Recommendations 
A. Principal, Lake Ridge Elementary School 

Motion made for the Board to approve the Superintendent’s recommendation of Dr. Juerita Barriere as Principal of 
Lake Ridge Elementary School. 
Motion: Dr. Goree 
Second: Dr. Haney 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

B. Assistant Principal, Eddie White Middle Academy 
Motion Made: For the Board to approve the Superintendent’s recommendation of Mr. Keith Evans as Assistant 
Principal, Eddie White Middle Academy. 
Motion: Ms. Bowles 
Second: Ms. Baker 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

C. Georgia Power Easements at: Mt. Zion Primary, Mt. Zion Elementary, Elite Scholars Academy  
Motion Made: For the Board to approve the Georgia Power Easement as submitted. 
Motion: Ms. Baker 
Second: Ms. Hill 
Vote: Unanimous 
 
Employee Tribunal Hearing 2024-2025-04 
Motion Made: For the Board to uphold the Employee Tribunal 2024*2025-04 Panel’s decision as submitted. 
Motion: Ms. Baker 
Second: Ms. Williams 
Vote: Unanimous  
  

X. Announcements 
Students from Jonesboro Middle School read the announcements  
  

XI. Approval of Minutes 
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There were no corrections or objections to the minutes, therefore Mr. Straker declared the minutes approved as 
submitted.  
     A. Minutes - Board Work Session November 18, 2024 
 

     B. Minutes - Board Meeting December 2, 2024 
 

  
       XII. Updates to the Board 

A. School Leadership and Improvement - Dr. Keith Colbert 
Dr. Colbert, Sr. Chief of Schools provided updates to the Board and Community.   
  

XIII. The Consent Agenda (for action) - All Consent Agenda Items will be presented prior to voting 
Motion Made: For the Board to approve the Consent Agenda minus Letter H SPLOST VIII for a separate vote as 
submitted 
Motion: Dr. Goree 
Second: Ms. Tellis Cooper 
Vote: Unanimous 
     A. Financial Report 
 

     B. SPLOST Revenue Report 
 

     C. Purchasing Report 
 

     D. SPLOST Construction Report 
 

     E. Capital Purchasing Report 
 

     F. North Clayton High School GMP #1 
 

     G. RFQ#25-01 Professional Design Services 
 

     H. SPLOST VIII Referendum 
Motion Made: For the Board to approve the SPLOST VIII Referendum as submitted. 
Motion: Ms. Baker 
Second: Ms. Goree 
Vote: 5-Yes, 3-Abstentions  
 

     I. IGA Election Services 
 

     J. Personnel Changes Report   
  

XIV. Board Matters 
     A. Policy Series F - First Read 
 

     B. Policy Series K - First Read 
 

     C. Policy Series L - First Read 
 

 
  

XV. The Business Agenda (for action) 
A. Land Bank Authority 

Motion Made for the Board to approve the Land Bank Authority as submitted. 
Motion: Dr. Goree 
Second: Ms. Williams 
Vote: Unanimous 
 

B. Naming of the Blackbox Theatre 
Motion Made: For the Board to name the Black Box Theatre after Dr. Donna Jackson. 
Motion: Ms. Baker 
Second: Dr. Goree 
Vote: Unanimous  
  
XVI. Adjournment 
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Meeting adjourned at 8:23 pm 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Note:  This is a summary of the January 13, 2025, Board Work Session/Board Meeting of the Clayton County Board 
of Education.  The official minutes will be voted on at the next regular business meeting of the Board and will be 
made available to the public thereafter. 


