




Whether you are part of a school pairing process or not, what would help 

you navigate the school pairing conversation from now through April 

2025? 

Please check all that apply to your needs: 

*There is a narrative box at the bottom of this survey if you'd like to add

any other considerations. 

221 responses 

The more information, th ... 
I don't need any informat... l-6 (2. 7%) 

Regular check ins  with .. . 
Easy access to my lead .. . 

0 

75 (33.9%) 
49 (22.2%) 

100 

203 (91.9%) 

200 300 



What questions do you have that you need answered that we may not have addressed 

yet? 

123 responses 

Do you know which schools are being paired yet? 

Trying to understand and envision how to create the space in any of our current schools to 
accommodate such an increase of students and staff. When it comes to events such as 
school dance or community night we are already pushing boundaries of max capacity and a 
simple assembly is standing room. I do not understand how we could bring in and "fit" that 
many more students and classrooms when we feel completely full. 

How will you handle continuity of 6th grade curriculum/experiences if some are in middle and 
some are in elementary? Will there be any requirements for educator collaboration across 
schools? 

If my school does NOT merge, are things then inequitable for our smaller schools? 

If we are an open enrollment family from east highlands ranch but attend saddle ranch, how 
will this impact us? 

How much more funding will be available for the schools by pairing? Where will those dollars 
go? How will this positive affect my kids education? Will there be more teacher assistance and 
specials teachers to accommodate the large class sizes? Will my kid be displaced while you 
make repairs and add infrastructure to the school to prepare for the growth of students in their 
building? How are you entice teachers to not leave their community? If you're planning on 
building a whole new school in Sterling Ranch, why are we not looking at redistricting zones? 
The residence of Sterling Ranch purchased, knowing that there was no elementary school in 
our in their community- the residence in the Mountain Vista feeder purchased because of the 
small class sizes and small schools. How do you make sure that our schools don't slip in test 
scores by all of a sudden, having an influx of students? 

None now 

Will you combine Eldorado? 

If there are schools that will not be paired, please let us know as soon as possible. With the 
new Sterling Ranch elementary school not opening until a year after these pairings, it appears 
Coyote Creek could not be in the running. Are there other schools already in operating at the 
big school model like Northridge and Stone Mountain that will not be considered for pairing
rather would be a model to hold up to the community as the end goal for all students to 
access to? 



Sunshine law skirting. Non-transparency of questions asked

I'm worried our school will not have a pairing and we will continue to have the same problems.
All schools need to address this and there should be equity across ALL schools in terms of
programming. I will consider pulling my children out if BCE is not paired. The programming
there is bare bones. But the location is ideal and simply can't be beat.

What are your plans to address the over representation of Charter Schools in our district?

I've been informed that decisions are being based on birth rates. I moved to Highlands Ranch
in August 2024. My eldest daughter is attending kindergarten and I have two younger daughters that
will be enrolling in 2026 and 2028. In my daughters kindergarten class the majority of parents are from
the inter-state (with a majority having younger children also born interstate).
I'm concerned that you are not looking at the data of number of children living in proximity to
the schools who will be enrolling in the next 5 years who were not born in Colorado.
What will happen if we pair schools and then then their is an over subscription in the coming
years.

What will transportation look like if a community school with >80% walking students now have
to ride a bus with the current understaffed situation of bus drivers??

What evidence is the district relying on to go with a school pairing instead of drawing new boundaries?
It seems like school pairing comes with a morass of issues (over large schools,
more students than school capacity, greatly extending travel distance to school) with literally
no benefit that I can see. I appreciate that separating kids from friends would be very difficult,
but the school pairing "cure" seems so very much worse than the disease. Have you spoken
with other school districts that have done the pairing idea and it's gone comparatively well, or
is this some scheme you've cooked up based on no evidence or proof of concept whatsoever?

A full, transparent financial report of how the closures will save money. Especially given the buildings
will be kept, maintained, and no reduction in headcount. I want to know the exact financial impact.

Message received, aging population is affecting numbers. If there were no charter schools in
HR would that decrease the chances of this school merge, out of curiosity?
-runs amazing before school sports for the kids, spearheads a very meaningful
program to us in Landsharks, and even runs a summer camp. What will happen to him and his
programming with a school merge. How will a merge affect student teacher ratios? How will
the merged school manage their unity towards security, staying proactive to manage school situations
before they boil into a more serious matter?

Transportation - Will there be additional transportation support? If so, how will it be funded- and more
importantly, by whom? Can you also post or share details about how traffic pattern  will affect our 
walkers? Last school year, our neighborhood suffered a tragic loss due to an



accident on HR Parkway. What research has been conducted to ensure children will no longer 

have to cross dangerous major streets like this? Safety should be the top priority. 

Timing and Transition - You claim to prioritize the well-being of the kids, yet only one year is 

being allocated to prepare for this significant disruption. Transparency is critical-please share 

which schools are being considered for pairing and how the traditions and cultures of each 

school will be preserved during this process. 

As leaders in our school district, it is your responsibility to provide a detailed plan to guide 

schools through this transition. Mandating change without offering clear support places an 

undue burden on schools that are already focused on the vital task of educating our children. 

Bigger Picture - What is your ultimate end goal for the August 2026 deadline? How does this 

decision benefit the community-or does it primarily serve other interests? Transparency about 

motivations and plans is critical for trust and cooperation. 

Won't the paired schools have very high enrollment, leaving the other schools still with very low 

enrollments? How does this solve programming needs for the remaining schools not being 

paired? 

Will you be busing children to the new schools if they are not in walking distance? How will that 

work for elementary aged kids? e.g. pickup locations on the street? 

Continuity for IEP supports for our kids. Will the SpEd teams be split up? or all go to the one 

new school? Some of our kids require familiarity. 

Class and school size. 

We purposefully chose Heritage as it is walking distance for us, a nice sized school where 

everyone knows everyone. This will not be possible if the elementary school has 700 students. 

With pairings of schools, the sending of 6th graders to middle (ranch view) will be disastrous. 

The traffic is a nightmare currently, how are we supposed to handle another 25% influx of more 

vehicles when the traffic is already unsafe. 

What roadway improvements are anticipated for the new pairing schools, such as mid block 

crossings, hawk signals, safe walks to schools? 

It has been mentioned that it will either be 4 to 2 or 6 to 3; what factor(s) drive which it will be? 

Why are the charter schools getting higher priority to stay open as compared to regular 

Highlands Ranch elementary schools? 

Schools that will be closed, what is the intended purpose of those schools after they close? 

Anticipating the home Value impact on the neighborhood the schools are closed in? 



Can parents protest this and what might happen if legal action is sought? With survey data 

what percentage of parents are commenting positive or negative? 

More detailed financial information that shows the cost savings associated with combined 

schools. 

Experts to talk about home values when buildings are repurposed. 

It is unclear if there is a possibility that kids will move to the middle schools for 6th grade. If 

considered, would that be for all elementary schools? 

1. Why are redrawing boundaries not a consideration before pairing schools 2. My student will

be in kindergarten in '26. How can I get district emails regarding this even though I don't have a

current student in district?

Not sure about building capacity enough for kids. Including classrooms, cafeteria, gym, library 

and bathrooms. 

Not sure about traffic congestion around schools. 

Not sure about optimal ratios per classroom 

Why is the increasing cost per pupil a problem given state revenues and property values have 

gone up significantly in recent years? Additionally we passed the teacher pay increase which 

seems like it should further boost revenues. I get there are new schools being built but these 

come with new homes and new tax revenues. It seems like there should be plenty of revenue to 

make our education better for a declining population that is going to need higher quality and a 

more tailored education more than ever. Where is the money going or planned to go? I am not 

finding a detailed budget that explains how and where money is being saved and where it goes 

instead? 

Can you commit to not approving new charters in Highlands Ranch for some period of time in 

conjunction with this public school closure process? Seperately, I'd ask that you consider 

walkability and proximity over and above not splitting schools, so that we can maximize 

walkability. 

Will busing be free for families that are forced into a new building when they could have 

walked? The bar for free/reduced is so low, that it's not a reasonable assumption that families 

can access that support. Adjusting family budgets to add childcare and bussing costs for kids 

that would been cared for by a neighbor and walked is a big impact to families. We chose 

where we live because our kids could walk to school with friends. Our school is truly a 

neighborhood school. How can we preserve that if we're selected for consolidation? How can 

we lessen that impact to families? 

If there will "still be a few smaller schools" how will you build up those remaining schools in 

terms of resources and opportunities? 





I worry about my home value going down if our neighborhood school is closed and I also worry 

about HR in general attracting new families if it is well-known that the district is in decline. What 

is the district doing to attract new families and to keep the families that have chosen to 

establish themselves here? 

Why has school re-zoning not been considered? Is proximity of how close current schools are to 

one another (Summit view & Heritage for example) being taken into consideration? 

None 

If emotional impact on the kids and families has been considered. As well as consideration that 

people bought houses to be able to walk to neighborhood schools 

Is Ranch View going to be 6, 7 and 8 when these pairings happen? I feel this is important to 

make a decision on and announce at the January meeting. I have a child that will be in 6th the 

year of the transition and need adequate time to prepare her and us for the major transition from 

elementary to middle school if that is the case. I do not feel waiting until April to announce this is 

enough time. 

I think I need more specifics about how my kids will get to school if our neighborhood school 

closes. It's difficult to provide feedback when things are kept so vague. What are the possible 

solutions? 

Will all the data gathered be shared publicly before the January 8th meeting. 

Will sixth grade be moving to middle school? 

Could the Discovery Program be impacted by this? 

I would like to see the actual projections for Douglas County. Even the graph shown at the 

meeting shows the decline has leveled out and enrollment has increased in the last year or two. 

If pairing happens how will you solve the transportation crisis that is currently happening and 

will only worsen with extra load. 

I'm worried about class size, I'm worried about distance and extra work for parents and kids to 

get to school, I'm worried about our kids with special needs, I'm worried if this will happen again 

in middle or high school. It seems you won't be able to answer any of this until a decision is 

made so I urge the board to just provide all information you have and make a decision know 

quickly. 

What will the district be doing to support teachers, staff and students ensuring that 

relationships that have been established between staff and students are not only maintained 



but preserved during this very difficult transition. 

What will be done with the empty schools? 

Because my children's school is an EL school, is there a possibility that it could be combined 

with another? 

The enticing part of moving to HR was the small school atmosphere. These buildings weren't 

built for large classes. They feel too-small as is. How are you planning to shove all these 

children into these small schools AND keep the enticement of HR by closing schools? How will 

enrollment improve if we have closed schools and overpopulated schools for those coming 

into the area? 

How will you ensure no children are left behind? How will you ensure a supportive and easy 

transfer for our special needs students? How will lEP handoffs be handled? 

If we are considered a thriving school are we still being considered for pairings? Would be 

good to know if thriving schools are off the table 

SSN programs-considering impact change has on those students and working hard to provide 

continuity. Looking at programs that are established and successful vrs programs that have 

newer staff and really not very established. 

More information needs to be published and presented regarding classroom size management 

planning of the paired schools. Information on how support programs will be handled 

(psychologists, counselors, etc.). 

Does the current roadway and sidewalk systems have the ability to handle the merged new 

schools with parents driving from other areas. 

Are you considering the age of the schools. How will base staff be affected. And how will it 

work 

This decision was very much a top heavy decision. There was no discussion with LRPC, DAC, 

MBEC, etc before Kane and the board decided to ram this down our throats. I am not at all 

convinced this will save taxpayers money. The extra costs for portables, getting middle 

schools ready to take 6th graders, trying to cram hundreds of kids into schools that don't have 

room .... it's a wash monetarily. Where's the savings? This whole thing feels incredibly 

unnecessary and forced by Kane and the majority board. 

Can those staff memebers being displaced have priority, even over other employees in the 

district, looking for a new job? They shoudl have priorty and not have to accept a job in 

southern parts of the county, or somewhere they dont want to be, just to stay in the district. 

When merging schools, it should not be assumed that staff from the remaining school will 





ANOTHER new (middle) school the next year, where all their friends from the previous year has 

already mixed with the other 6th grade classes, so while that may sound like a good option on 

paper, it is NOT a good option for the students and putting them through 2 stressful transitions 

in 2 years. If moving 6th grade to the middle school is on the table, I would recommend a 

longer time table (ie 3-4 years) so students and families have more time to adjust to the idea of 

6th graders in middle school. 

Please ensure feeder integrity 

Is there a hold on allowing additional charter schools in the area? This would obviously make 

the issue worse. 

Will the community have access to the data? Is there a third party consulting firm who is taking 

a neutral look at the data and giving their recommendations to the board? 

Will there be more community meetings after pairings are decided? 

I've seen some information about transitioning 6th grade into middle school for ALL DCSD 

schools. Is this true? If so, why? What's the timing? 

It was mentioned multiple times that paired student populations "would work themselves out" 

over time and that there is the assumption of some students leaving due to open enrollment 

options. 

What is the assumed percentage of the population that will move out of the overcrowded 

paired schools? How much of the modeling for success relies on a minimum percentage 

leaving due to open enrollment or charter enrollment? And what plans are being put in place if 

people don't leave due to open enrollment or charter school enrollment? 

And from the outside looking in, Kane's constant commentary about how much Charter 

schools are struggling, then hearing her almost immediately say that there is an assumption 

that some students will leave because of the pairing and overcrowding, throws some flags 

regarding her sincerity. 

How are we providing transportation if we are no longer in a school that is close to our home? 

Please consider test scores, ratings and teacher longevity before closing Heritage Elementary. 

I understand the economic issues but as a smaller school our 

Community (through PTO and our Principal working her budget) supports the school and 

allows us to have many opportunities for our children. With small class sizes and specials. 

My concern would be pairing schools in different Feeder areas. We moved into our house to go 

to Heritage, Mountain Ridge and Vista. My son goes to Mountain Ridge I don't want my 

daughter going to Cresthill/HRHS 

How will you account for subjective criteria that isn't measurable (or applicable to other 





if 6th grade goes to the MS is there room or is the $20million going to help with that influx? 

None right now 

How the school board plans to ease the children into their new environment 

Building use of paired schools is huge to me. My kids will no longer be in elementary school 
when this occurs. The idea of having an empty or partially used school building in our 
neighborhood is very concerning. It will lower property values, has a lot of safety concerns, etc. 
It seems like we are just getting vague comments about the schools possible uses and that 
likely they are now unneeded buildings. I love the idea of a building preschool, special needs 
school. Possibly consider a 6th grade building as an option nearby the middle school. I would 
like a solid answer to how our school building will be used prior to closing a school. 

If you pair schools that would now require a further travel (not too far, but too far to walk) will 
busses be provided? 

How will this effect the registration process? This affects me as a parent and as an employee. I 
am the registrar at-. I am just wondering how this will affect enrollment and open 
enrollment. 

-If decline is in middle highlands ranch, why merge 2 schools in west HR?
****per master capital plan:
**5 out of 6 MVHS feeder elementary schools are under 350 kids with several of those
projecting decline from less than 350? If I'm reading the 2024-2025 year correctly/ if the
numbers are right.

Will charter schools be considered for pairing? If not, why? 

Why I did the bill pass to improve schools if the money is just to build in new developments? 
And why are charter schools not included? They get state funding? 

If dcsd is open enrollment how does this solve anything? 

Why don't we just raise additional funds to increase teachers for the low enrollment schools? 

Can we hear the feedback from current principles and teachers for low enrollment schools? 

Can you share enrollment data for each school going back years. I think while we have open 
enrollment no one really knows what schools may have benefits to enrollment in. Perhaps the 
real problem is community information on enrollment and programs when picking the school
their kids go to each year. 







I've been informed that decisions are being based on birth rates. I moved to Highlands Ranch 
in August 2024. My eldest daughter is attending kindergarten and I have two younger 
daughters that will be enrolling in 2026 and 2028. In my daughters kindergarten class the 
majority of parents are from inter-state (with a majority having younger children also born 
interstate). 
I'm concerned that you are not looking at the data of number of children living in proximity to 
the schools who will be enrolling in the next 5 years who were not born in Colorado. 
What will happen if we pair schools and then then their is an over subscription in the coming 
years. 

Thank you for taking the time to answer our questions. 

Additional consideration: Academic success, testing, accomplishments and recognition 

Pairing seems like the worst possible way to go about doing this. Schools with 600-750 kids 
seems like a nightmare scenario. I respect the need to close some schools but making three 
gigantic schools from school pairing is the most unreasonable way to accomplish this goal. In 
the meeting, that is exactly what most of the parents were saying and I hope you'll listen before 
it's too late. 

Pairing schools may require enhanced security for increased population. 

If capacity is an issue, such as Heritage & Summit View, one option would be to separate them 
into one being K-3rd and the other 4th-6th. Having 2 "mini" elementary schools close by would 
be more helpful for parents of multiple children as opposed to moving a campus far away. 

1. Interview schools and see if they are struggling. Address on a case-by-case basis. Close
schools which want to be closed.
2. Close in different feeder areas. Don't close schools that all feed into the same middle and
high school.
3. Close schools in areas that have an alternative school in close proximity, such as a charter
school. That way, if proximity is important to a family they have an alternative.
4. Give closed schools priority on bus routes for at least a couple years. This will help families
who are used to short commutes or walking to school. You could also temporarily expand the
minimum radius to alleviate any bus driver shortage. E.g. from 2 miles to 3 miles
5. For receiving schools, choose ones that have the capacity. Minimize construction at all
costs. As we all know, construction is disruptive and takes much longer than estimated.
6. The receiving school needs to be close to the closed school.
7. Minimize commutes that cross busy roads or heavily trafficked areas.

Financial Transparency - Please set up a meeting to discuss how funds will be used and 
distributed both before and after the pairing process. Reading about it is not the same as 
having an open discussion. 

One year is simply not enough time for schools to build the collaboration and bonds necessary for a 
successful transition. Teachers plan their curriculum well in advance; how can they be 







it's closer to them than their home school of Wildcat Mountain. My nephew lives in Spaces, but 

is zoned for Summit View. He takes a bus, on the weeks that it is available to SVE, when 

Heritage is closer to their house. I assume that these are all things that committees and staff 

are aware of and that I am not offering any lightning thoughts! I appreciated the community 

member offering that reviewing boundaries (NOT changing feeder boundaries) really should be 

looked at and I think that all of the above supports that. 

We all know that a neighborhood school being used for anything other than a neighborhood 

school is not as good. It is an anchor for a community, no matter if you have school-aged kids 

or not. I was saddened to hear another community member share their thoughts about the 

possibility of the Bridge program potentially coming to their neighborhood school. To be clear, 

that is not what I am echoing here. I am very much for the buildings being used by the district. I 

am saying that Firelight, truly is an island (as another community member shared). For CME 

not to function as a neighborhood school, doesn't geographically make sense, in comparison 

to other elementary schools within the MVHS feeder. 

Walkabity to schools is the main factor for purchasing our home so if a consolidation happens 

I hope this is a considered factor 

I think the most important consideration is the kids being able to stay with their friends and 

teachers that they know. I hope that this doesn't change. 

Safe walkability is by far my biggest factor. We bought our house specifically so our kids could 

walk to school without crossing a major intersection and just walk along the greenbelt path. 

Really disappointed that we may lose that as an option. After that child was killed crossing 

Highlands ranch parkway on his way to school, in a crosswalk and with the right of way, no way 

I will let me kids walk to a school requiring that crossing. 

I am begging to keep Saddle Ranch for my kids. We love it so much and really want to stay 

here. Please. 

Please see above. 

Steve C. said that class sizes would not increase and the school that is being paired would 

bring their own teachers since no one will lose their job. Erin Kane also said class sizes will 

"absolutely not" increase on the 12/3 zoom session. I don't understand where those classes 

will go. There aren't empty rooms in our school. How can there be two principals? Two PE 

teachers? Did I misunderstand? Class size is a very top priority for my family. This has been a 

top contributor to the academic and social success of my children. I think it's best to be honest 

about this and not guarantee class size won't increase. Perhaps it would be better to say class 

sizes wouldn't increase beyond a certain point. You can't guarantee my student will stay in a 

class of 18 if the size of the school is doubling. 

How many children age 0-10 are in the boundaries of the school currently? 





During the meeting, it was mentioned that this survey could be found online. However, if it is 
available, it's extremely difficult to locate. I only had access because I took a picture during the 
meeting. When I tried to find it on the website, thinking it would be easier, I couldn't. 

The meeting also referenced 16 schools but did not list them. As a DCSD parent in the area, I 
thought I knew which schools were being considered for pairing, but I wasn't certain. The 
website did not provide a clear list, and it wasn't until I reviewed the survey that I understood 
which schools were involved. 

As a parent who supports the need for pairing but also recognizes the frustration of others, I 
urge you to be transparent with information. Clear communication can help prevent further 
anger among those who are already upset. 

Please keep Coyote Creek 

Will DCSD be providing complete transparency to parents with current school statistics (ie 
current/projected enrollment, teacher/staff status, etc at all 16 schools under consideration, 
and where each school falls under each criteria element, and if those criteria are weighted or 
equal. It was mentioned at the meeting today that it's about "kids first" but then they go on to 
talk about well, at smaller schools, it's a .8 position and .2 position or a .5 and .5 position, and 
we really need them to be at a "1" position. However, that really is stemming from a budget 
decision for personnel, and not "what is best for kids" decision. Is there full transparency with 
families for what all salaries/budgets are for ALL staff (including DCSD leadership) and 
budgets for all departments beyond personnel to see where the budget and funding is going 
for everything? The definition of "school resources" needs to be put in more concrete terms 
with concrete examples for parents to understand. Most parents understand "demographics 
are changing and there are less kids in this neighborhood/area vs. tons of growth in new build 
areas", but DCSD needs to provide more details to parents on what "resource allocation" really 
means on criteria for combining schools. Also, at the presentation today, the slide show had a 
grid with WAY more criteria for consideration than what is on the survey. ALL of those on the 
slide from that presentation need to be on the survey - if you don't give all options to parents, 
you won't know what is truly important, if you aren't asking for feedback on all of them. 

Please consider redrawing boundaries. For example, Northridge is bursting at the seams and 
Sand Creek has a lot of capacity. There are neighborhoods near Dad Clark districted for 
Northridge even though they are much closer to Sand Creek. Makes no sense to not look into 
this first since it will impact a lot less people overall. 

Please ensure feeder integrity. Many families chose their homes based ultimately on which 
high school feeder we are in. If there is a shut down elementary school and the feeder is 
changed you are stealing money we intentionally spent on proximity to an elementary school 
and feeder boundaries. Please do the right thing and keep feeder boundaries intact. 

There should be a data review meeting which allows community members the opportunity to
be presented with all the facts and have a discussion with each other around it. This is a well  educated 
community and just saying you are collecting data and then making a decision is no 



transparent on how the data is being used to inform the decision of the board. Parents should 
be able to come together around the data and make their own recommendations as a group 
and be able to present that. There is already a lot of distrust of the school board and so giving 
them all the power to make the decision does not seem to be in the best interest of the 
parents, students and community at large. The worry is they are carrying out a pre planned 
agenda and does not seem fiscally responsible to spend a god awful amount of $120 million 
dollars on 2 new schools just to close 2-3 other ones. 

Voicing (loudly) my support for Saddle Ranch Elementary not being affected by these changes. 

I just don't feel like this is going to be benefit my children and I would like some clarity on what 
the benefits are. 

With the 6th grade moving to middle component (I think that it needs to be all or nothing within 
feeder - you cannot have some stay in elementary and some in middle within the same feeder) 
you will potentially make unpaired schools even smaller and exacerbate the low enrollment 
issue. You will need to consider redrawing boundaries in these areas (ideally without impacting 
feeder) sand creek is an example of this - Northridge and cougar run are full and we are empty 
- if we are unpaired and you take our 6th graders - our school would be worse off of than it is
today, unless you redraw boundaries (but boundaries isn't an instant solve as many will likely
still choice enroll into NR).

Separately, I heard a "rumor" that Northridge was a strong contender to close - which I thought 
was interesting because they are such a desirable and full school. The idea was that GT 
discovery program would remain there (and you could utilize remainder of building for offices 
or other district programs) and the rest of students could be absorbed into SCE with little 
traffic safety issues since we are in similar neighborhood today. I just thought if this wasn't 
being discussed it was a potentially viable option worth exploring. We have so many empty 
classrooms at SCE - I think we are a great pairing candidate to absorb students (obvious bias) 

Please consider the accessibility of Summit View over Heritage if those two schools are being 
considered. Summit view can easily be accessed by multiple neighborhoods, with multiple 
parking lots. Heritage is not as easily accessed by houses off venneford, and has one parking 
lot. Drop off and pick alone would be overwhelming with what would be a very large school if 
paired. 

IEP and 504 support and stability should be an additional criteria to consider in pairing 
schools. 
(To ensure that appropriate resources are available for all students who need this added 
support is present from the beginning of the pairing.) 

I also think school performance should be considered when pairing schools. Though teacher
are ensured jobs they may not necessarily stay with a school or population of students and I  think 
that teacher performance and ability has a direct effect on student engagement and 





yet. Are those families who recently moved taken into consideration too? And that is just my 

small street of 20 houses. 

See above 

After attending the 1st session, I would like to see the FAQ section of the DCSD Growth & 

Decline website expanded to include answers to parent questions from community meetings. 

Hard decision to make but I trust the board and superintendent are doing what is best. 

The birth rate in Colorado being used as only declining demographic and not taking renters or 

new out of state residents into account. As a classmate and graduate of TRHS with the first 

child born in HR. the population ebbs and flows. It dipped once we went to college and now 

increasing again because those that have moved back to raise their kids in the neighborhood 

they grew up in want their kids in the schools we went to. Every 20 years this will happen. HR 

was built in waves too. There are neighborhoods that are older than others because they were 

built first. Those neighborhoods are struggling to populate schools because the families can't 

afford to move. 

Academic awards, history of enrollment (for example, our school has had years in the past with 

expanded class sizes, recent years, so under-enrollment could be related to the current interest 

rates and real estate market). 

More specific data point for accessibility, look at # of drop off/pick up zones. Parents 

navigating pick up/drop off is a large concern and could create a mess. How many schools 

have more than one "driveway" area to help alleviate bottlenecks in traffic flow. 

Strongly prefer that Saddle Ranch remain as is or minimally affected. 

Closing neighborhood schools negatively impacts our neighborhood (diminishes the value and 

family feel of the neighborhood, the walkability, heading to the playground on bikes for play 

dates). It takes away the independence my child currently has. If our school closes he can no 

longer walk to school or head to the playground on his own. We bought in this neighborhood a 

long time ago, moved away, and came back because of the school. We love our school and 

community so much, closing it would be devastating 

Total number of students/class sizes are what I'm most concerned about. If we haven't had 

decreasing enrollment over the past few years and if our building is full then I don't think we 

should be paired or closed. 

Going forward when there are newly developed communities I within our school district the 

developers and county need to be more involved in a discussion around funding of new 

schools. 

Very unhappy with the school closure decision overall 





across the street from each other and I would venture the impact to families financially would 

be smaller than say AGE to Fox Creek with a likely lower median income, difficult transport, and 

higher impact to students and families. I'm not making the suggestion that Summit View and 

Heritage merge, only trying to illustrate that there would be a diseparate financial impact 

families at AGE. 

Firelight neighborhood already splits the kids into copper mesa and heritage elementary. 

Seems like the easiest option is to combine those two schools esp since copper mesa has 

very low enrollment 

I think you also need to consider employment/staffing ramifications. Will teachers quit if 

forced to move schools, will you lose the younger cohort of teachers and be left with many 

close to retirement...a lot of impacts to think of but it would be a shame to combine schools 

and then be left with staffing issues afterwards. 
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