HOME of the
TROJANS

CURRICULUM COUNCIL MEETING
12/09/2024 [04:00 PM-05:00 PM] @ Board of Directors Room

CURRICULUM COUNCIL AGENDA

Roll Call
Present: Brandon Thompson, lordanis Petsas, Joshua Cysyk, Tracey E. Royo, Philip Ayala,
Robert Bennett, Alexandria DeCicco, Erin Ives, Traci Landry, Cynthia Liu, Honesta Romberger,
Lindsey Schmidt, Aaron Shuman, Kathryn Slater, Tammy Soles, Michelle Trostle, Erick
Valentin, Stacy Winslow
Write-ins: Scott Stine
Absent: Sarah Harmer (Karpel), Michele Agee, Lindsay Drew, Jena Funck, Anna Gawel, Joy
Graeff, Claire Li, Stewart McCarver, Jennifer Renz, Michael Rizzo, Ericka Schmidt, Caroline
Shearer, Heidi Stine, Shari Taylor-Stuckey
Attendance Updates:

¢ Joy Graeff Left @ 4:00PM

1. Call To Order

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Shuman at 4:00 p.m.

2. Review of Summary Notes
Attachments
Curriculum Council Minutes_2024-11-4.pdf

3. Informational
4. Items for Discussion

5. New Business

5.a. Proposal for Course Addition - Financial Literacy
Attachments

Proposal Form -Financial Literacy.docx



Minutes

Ms. Schmidt presented a proposal for the High School course addition of Personal Financial Literacy. The
course is a new requirement by the state for the 2025-2026 School Year. Ms. Schmidt explained the
process for the current cohort and the rearrangement of credits and classes. Without the mandate, 50% of
the students in grades 9-12 have taken this course. This number will go to 100% with the new mandate.
Mr. Stine addressed the council with the details regarding the course topics.

A motion for a first read was made by Dr. Cysyk and a second by Mrs. Royo. The proposal will go to council
for a second read on January 13, 2025.

6. Old Business
7. Public Comment

8. Next Meeting - January 13, 2025 4:00p.m.
Minutes

January 13, 2025

9. Adjournment
Minutes

Following a motion by Dr. Cysyk and a second by Mrs. Romberger the meeting was adjourned at 4:17 p.m.
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CURRICULUM COUNCIL MEETING

11/04/2024 [04:00 PM-05:00 PM] @ Board of Directors

Room HOME of the

TROJANS

Roll Call

Present: Brandon Thompson, lordanis Petsas, Joshua Cysyk, Tracey
E. Royo, Robert Bennett, Alexandria DeCicco, Jena Funck, Traci
Landry, Honesta Romberger, Aaron Shuman, Kathryn Slater, Tammy Soles, Shari Taylor-Stuckey,
Michelle Trostle, Erick Valentin, Stacy Winslow

Write-ins: Jared Nicholson

Absent: Anna Gawel, Joy Graeff, Erin Ives, Claire Li, Cynthia Liu, Ericka Schmidt, Lindsey Schmidt,
Caroline Shearer, Heidi Stine

1. Call To Order

Minutes

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Shuman at 4:00 P.M.
2. Review of Summary Notes
3. Informational
4. Items for Discussion
5. New Business
6. Old Business

6.a. Proposal for Course Addition: AP Physics 1

Proposal: To replace existing Honors Physics course with AP Physics 1. The course will run 1 period
per day for the entire school year.

Minutes

A motion was made for a second read by Dr. Cysyk and a second by Mrs. Royo. All were in favor. This will be
submitted for Board approval.

6.b. Proposal for Course Addition: AP World History

Proposal: Offering AP World History in the 2025-2026 School Year





Minutes

Dr. Shuman answered questions regarding the AP World History Course. A motion was made for a second read by
Dr. Cysyk and a second by Ms. Romberger. All were in favor. This will be submitted for Board approval.

6.c. Proposal for Course Revision: AP Physics C

Proposal: To rename the existing AP Physics course as AP Physics C in order to differentiate it from
the proposed AP Physics 1 course.
Minutes

A motion was made for a second read by Dr. Cysyk and a second by Mrs. Royo. All were in favor. This will be
submitted for Board approval.

6.d. Proposal for Course Revision: College Prep Physics

Proposal: To combine the existing Conceptual Physics and College Prep Physics courses into a single
course called College Prep Physics. The course will continue to run 1 period per day for the entire
school year.

Minutes

A motion was made for a second read by Dr. Cysyk and a second by Mrs. Royo. All were in favor. This will be
submitted for Board approval.

6.e. Proposal for Course Revision: College Preparatory Chemistry

Proposal: Combine the CP and Conceptual Chemistry course into one course driven by the STEELS
standards. This course will continue to run one period per day for the entire school year.

Minutes

A motion was made for a second read by Dr. Cysyk and a second by Mrs. Royo. All were in favor. This will be
submitted for Board approval.

6.f. Proposal for Course Revision: Honors Chemistry

Proposal: Revise the curriculum for the Honors Chemistry course to follow the College Board Pre-AP
curriculum in order to prepare students for college level chemistry including AP Chemistry at the
High School level.
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Minutes

A motion was made for a second read by Dr. Cysyk and a second by Mrs. Royo. All were in favor. This will be
submitted for Board approval.

7. Public Comment

8. Next Meeting

Minutes
Monday, December 9, 2024

4:00 P.M - 5:00 P.M.

9. Adjournment
Minutes

Following a motion by Ms. Romberger, with a second from Dr. Cysyk, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20 p.m.
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STATEMENT OF PROPOSAL



|_| Elementary School

|_| Middle School

|_| High School



[bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]|_| Course Addition		|_| Course Revision



[bookmark: Text11]Title of Course: Personal Financial Literacy to run instead of money management 



[bookmark: Text1]Date of Proposal:  12/9/24

[bookmark: Check4][bookmark: Text8]
Length of course:	|_|Full Year				Credits: .5

[bookmark: Check5]			|_|Semester

[bookmark: Check6]			|_|Marking Period





[bookmark: Text2]Proposal: Revise our current money management course to reflect the updated standards for pesonal financial literacy to ensure that it meets the statewide expectations as per Act 35. 



[bookmark: Text3]Person(s) Making Proposal: Lindsey Schmidt and Scott Stine 





Proposal Rationale Description:





 

[bookmark: Text4]  With the passing of Act 35 in 2023 the  State of Pennslyvania is now requiring all high schools to teach a half credit of Personal Financial Literacy and for all students to complete the course in order to graduate.  Act 35 states- Beginning with the 2026-2027 school year and in each school year thereafter, a school entity or nonpublic school shall provide a mandatory course in personal financial literacy with a value of at least one-half credit or half of a full credit. Students shall be required to complete the course once during grade nine, ten, eleven or twelve.  We would like to make this requirement a part of a junior year schedule. Students would take the required PE course in 11th grade and in the opposite semester students would take the Personal Financial Literacy course. This course will be available both in person and online as the APEX PE course is also available to students for the PE credit.  





Systemic Impact: 











[bookmark: Text5]In order to minimize systemic impacts- the high school plans to move 11th grade health to 10th grade so that three one credit blocks can be created in 9th, 10th, and now 11th grade schedules.  



9th grade- PE, health, and freshman seminar - total 1 credit 

10th grade- PE, highway safety, health- total 1 credit 

11th grade- PE and personal financial literacy- total 1 credit 



[bookmark: Text6]Cost Upfront: 	 Purchasing at minimum 2-3 teacher new textbooks- with updated material.  



Cost Ongoing:	same as any typical course- there could be ongoing costs, but minimal. 



[bookmark: Text10]Long Term Cost: ex. Licenses, Certifications, etc: multiple certifications can teach the class therefore allowing several staff to teach the course moving forward. 



[bookmark: Text7]Date of Implementation: 25-26 school year



The following checklist outlines suggested guidelines for reviewing a planned course of study.  This document may be used as the planned course is being developed or as a means of determining whether or not any changes need to be made in existing courses before submission to the Curriculum Council for review.  It is not intended that every item be met as criteria necessary for approval.  The items are intended to guide planned course development.



1. Are the following components clearly included in the planned course document?



Chapter 4 Requirements							Yes	No

· Standards to be achieved by all students				|_|	|_|	

· Content:

· Materials							|_|	|_|	

· Approximate Instructional Time				|_|	|_|	



District Requirements (does the planned course match the district’s)	

· Goals								|_|	|_|	

· Mission statement							|_|	|_|	

· Scope and sequence						|_|	|_|	



2. Will this planned course require new/revised/additional instructional materials?

If yes, demonstrate need and estimate cost.

A. [bookmark: Text9]Equipment: No 	

								

B. Professional Development: Ongoing 	

						

C. Unique Space Needs: No 	

						

	D. Other: Potential monitor for the need for an additional business teacher 									

										



3. How do the planned courses take into account the entrance level expectations of colleges and universities as well as the expectations of the business and industry community? 

	(Grades 9-12 only.)

Meets the PDE expectations and new law requiring personal financial literacy while also preparing students for the real world with financial and adulthood concepts that allow them to make important decisions for their future beyond high school. 







4. How does the planned course prepare students for the achievement of the standards at the next transitional level?

Focus on financial information that addresses overall information on basic economics, budgeting and goal setting, banking, checking, and savings, income, taxes, credit and borrowing, risk and insurance, and credit and borrowing. All areas are critical for preparedness in the real world.  
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