“Unity is strength... when there is teamwork and
collaboration, wonderful things can be achieved.”
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WEEK AT A GLANCE
CEREAL BOX CHALLENGE

HALLWAY & CAFE

Week at a glance
+  Winter After School Activities -- \\/inter Sign up

Please print the registration formandb_____ ... _____ ____ payment to the main
office by January 10th. Activities fill up quickly, so return your forms as
soon as possible. Activities will begin the week of January 17. If you have
any questions, please email jennifer.burke@norwellschools.org

+ Parent Coffee House (1/16) -- The winter NMS Parent Coffee House is on
Thursday, January 16th at 9:30 am in the NMS Community Room. If you are

ANNOUNCEMENTS interested in attending the winter parent coffee house, please email me
(james.dupille@norwellschools.org).

+ Band and Chorus Concert (6th Grade) (1/16) -- The sixth grade band
and chorus will play at the NHS auditorium on January 16th. Come see our
students shine!

«  Term II Ends (1/17) -- Just a reminder, Term II report card grades will be
posted to Aspen for parents to review on Friday, January 24th. Parents and

it 2 reminder. students will need fo students should review the report card together to discuss the student’s progress.

vide their designated bus home in the Grades are a reflection of student achievement in content knowledge and skill

afternoon (see bus policy). development as measured by work accuracy, quality, and timely completion. No

KINDNESS CORNER

matter the grade for the term, students should be reflecting on their strengths and
Clubs / Activities areas for growth.
Clubs and activities will begin on the * January 20th (Monday) -- No School / MLK Day
econd week of October. We will send « Project 351 (1/25) -- On Saturday, January 25th, Tom Wilson (NMS Project
out the Clubs/Activities list the first . . .
week of October. 351 Rep.) will go to Boston with the other representatives across the state to

Launch the Service Day. [ am thrilled to extend my heartfelt congratulations to
Tom on being selected as the Project 351 Ambassador for Norwell Middle
School! Each year, one student is chosen from every school district across
Massachusetts to participate in this prestigious program.

NS WINTER DANCE

January 24th  6:30 - 8:00 NMS cafeteria
# $5.00

Students will be able to pay for admission
1/21- 1/24 during flex. Admission MUST be paid in advance.

STUDENT NAMES WILL BE PLACED ON A LIST - NO PHYSICAL TICKETS WILL BE HANDED OUT.

NMS Yearbook meetings --
Yearbook Meeting Dates
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CEREAL BOX CHALLENGE

Thank you to Garrett Rosenzweig, Kameron Leary and Aidan Collins (with support
from Mrs. MacDonald too) for bringing this fun challenge to NMS. Rumor has it,
Vinal did this Challenge last year and it was a big success. Garrett, Kam and Aidan
are hoping to have at least 500 Cereal boxes donated to create a giant domino chain.
The boxes will then be brought to the local food pantry. When we reach 500 boxes,
Mr. Dupille has generously agreed to allow the school to have a
Comfy Cozy Day! Then, if we reach 1,000 boxes we can have Comfy
Cozy day every Friday in February! Click on the link below for the

flier and video example:
NMS Cereal Box Challenge 2025

traditional assembly style, we would introduce it at lunch and then have
the slides looping for students to reference. Over the past several days, we
have heard students discussing the slides at their tables and the response
has been positive. Please click on the link below to view the slideshow:

NI

Updates

Substitutes -- We are always looking for substitutes
for teachers, aides, and nurses. Substituting offers
flexible scheduling, allowing one to work on available
days and at selected levels or schools. We even have
half day spots to fill! If you or someone you know is

interested, please apply at the Norwell Schools NSD
website

PTO -- The next PTO meeting is on Friday, February
7th at 9:15AM. As a parent of a NMS Student, you are
automatically part of the NMS PTO. There are many
ways to contribute to the PTO including Student Dues
($40 per student suggested), as well as chaperoning
PTO events, helping with Teacher Appreciation
breakfasts, lunches and fun events, as well as joining
one of our fundraising teams throughout the year. The
PTO is made up of Parent Volunteers LIKE YOU!

Together, let’s make the NMS experience the
best it can be!!

CALENDAR

“Identify your
problems but give your
power and energy to
solutions.”

KINDNESS CORNER
Happy New Year!

Dylan Russo was recognized by his teacher for
always helping students out in class. Will Kieffner
and Miles Creedon have been spotted selflessl
helping their friends on crutches and Keyon Boone
was helpful and supportive during this week's Best
Buddies meeting.

8th grade kept the kindness trend going with
Charlotte Rae, Madison Butler and rie%e LeStage
all being praised for doing various kind acts, such
as holding the door, giving a nice comment to a
classmate about their clothing and helping
someone in the hallway.

It's the little things that help make a big difference.
Thank You!
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8th Grade Blue Team students are creating Rube Goldberg Machines to
demonstrate their knowledge of Physics.




We are excited to present our after-school offerings for the WINTER.
Students can spend their time before and after school playing Jazz,
learning about wellness and self-care,learning to crochet, playing cornhole,
kickball and more!

To register for one of these exciting programs, simply use the link
above to download and print the registration form. Students should
then bring the form and payment to the main office no later than
January 10, 2025. Some activities fill up quickly, so return your forms
as soon as possible. Activities will begin the week of January 17,
2025. Forms should be turned into the Main Office.

If you are having any trouble accessing the form, feel free to reach
out to Mrs. Burke in the main office.
jennifer.burke@norwellschools.org
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NORWELL MIDDLE SCHOOL

READING CHALLENGE

We are excited to tell you about a school-wide Reading Challenge.
Throughout the 2024-25 school year, we are encouraging our students to read more!

To help them on their way, we are devoting Friday Flextime to independent reading.
They choose the books or magazines that they want to read.

And we could use your help!

According to research, “effective programs include active parent involvement, partnerships among
community institutions, and collaboration among significant adults in students’ lives.” Your help and
support at home is a crucial factor in supporting reading development. So how can you help?

1. PUT BOOKS IN THEIR HANDS

Get books, magazines, and graphic novels that match your student’s interests. Head to the
library. Hit a bookstore. Buy Lacrosse or Fortnite magazines—whatever they'll read!

2. ENCOURAGE READING IN FLEX TIME
According to the research, reading is positively correlated with a strong vocabulary, higher
math scores. higher science and history scores, strong writing skills. higher scores on
standardized tests. reduced levels of stress. increased empathy, more brain connectivity, and
even a longer life! Please encourage your student to read during Flex Friday.

3. KEEP IT GOING AT HOME
We know life is busy! We get it! But where could you encourage more reading? Before bed?
Before screen time? On a long car ride? Read the same book as your child and watch the
movie after finishing the book? Gift a grandparent the same book and do a child-grandparent
book-club date? Think creatively to get students engaged with reading more at home!



Reminders

Absence Reporting
e Please report student absences to the office as soon as possible.

e You can report absences by
e calling the absence line: 781-659-8814 x1206 and leaving a message.
e sending an email to the Main Office at

Dismissing a Student during the School Day

Please send a note to the office the morning of the dismissal.

If there is not a note, parent/guardian will need to enter the building to sign their
student out.

Please provide a written note if somebody other than a parent/guardian is picking
up a student during the day for dismissal.

Forgotten Items

e When bringing in a forgotten item for a student, please leave it with a label on the
“l Forgot It” table by the front lobby.

e |t is a student’s responsibility to check the table for the forgotten item.

¢ If a student does not call home for the item, please do not bring the item to school
as they likely do not need it.

Cell Phones

e Students'cell phones should be off and in their locker or bag during the day.

e Parents / guardians should not text or call their students’ cell phone during the
school day as it disrupts the class. Messages can be left at the office for students.




Turkey Trot

The Turkey Trot just ended, but we are looking for creative designers out there to submit
entries for NEXT YEAR'S Turkey Trot T-shirt (Current 5th Graders-8th Graders are

eligible!). This year, the design made it to over 350 T-shirts and hoodies...your design
could be next!

« The judges will be looking for unique ideas that incorporate Running, Norwell,
NMS, Thanksgiving, Fall, Turkey's, etc!

+  We do ask that "Norwell Turkey Trot" and the Year 2025 is somewhere in the
design.

« The Race Date has already been confirmed to be: Sunday, November 23rd, 2025.
We can't wait!

The Design winner will receive a $25 Gift Card of their Choice and their artwork will be on
next year's gear!

The contest is OPEN NOW and the December/Winter Break could be a great time to work
on your design! Please submit all questions or entries to: NMSPTO@gmail.com







Parent Coffee House
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